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PREFACE 

The object of this book, which has been under- 
taken at the request of several members of the 
Mounted Infantry contingent of the late C.I.V,, 
is to place on record some account of the work 
done by that contingent from its foundation on 
January i until it mobilised for home at Pretoria 
on October i, 1900, 

The Battalion has already been dealt with by 
the Commandant, Major-Gen. Mackinnon, C.B., 
the Battery by Mr. Childers, and the Cyclists by 
Mr. Lloyd ; it was, therefore, fe!t that some 
account of the Mounted Infantry was wanting to 
complete the history of the Regiment. 

It will be seen that the C.i.V.M.I. left Eng- 
land on January 13, arrived in Cape Town on 
January 30, that three-quarters, or one Company 
and a half, left for the front on February 9, and 
were in action at Jacobsdal and Riet River on 
February 15, just over four weeks from the date 
of their departure from Southampton, and that 
from that time until the beginning of October, 
when they left Pretoria for home, they were, more 
or less, continually marching and fightin: 
various parts of the country. 
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viii PREFACE 

The Editors desire gratefully to acknowledge 
the valuable help that has been given them 
throughout by members of the Mounted Infantry 
contingent. In some cases this help has taken 
the form of complete accounts of certain incidents 
in the history of the C.I.V.M.L, at which neither 
of the Editors had the good fortune to be present, 
and these have been incorporated at length, with 
the consent of the gentlemen so kindly supplying 
them. Without such assistance as this it would 
have been quite impossible for the Editors even 
to attempt any record of a contingent employed 
over so vast an extent of country as were the 
C.I.V.M.I. 

The Editors are indebted to Colonel Cholmon- 
deley, C.B., late Lieut.-Col. Commanding the 
Mounted Infantry, for writing the Introductory 
Chapter and for revising the whole of the proofs, 
and also to Colonel Boxall, C.B., for giving them 
access to Regimental Books and Medal Rolls from 
which are prepared Appendices A and B. 

Lastly, they tender their acknowledgments to 
Mr. Charles Spon, late of the C.I.V.M.I., and his 
firm for affording them every facility in their 
power for the publication of the book. 

G. ri. Gm. S. 
G. L. McD. 

London, June 1902 
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INTRODUCTION 

It may be asked why no diary — careful, accurate, 
complete, such as Major-General Mackinnon's re- 
cord of the movements of the Infantry Battalion 
of the C.I.V. — was kept for the Mounted Infantry. 

To this it must be answered that from the 
moment of landing in South Africa the circum- 
stances under which the Mounted Infantry existed, 
were found to be altogether more favourable to 
the sword than to the pen. 

Up to the time of occupying Karree (March 30) 
a careful diary was kept by myself, but after this 
had unfortunately dissolved into pulp in the wet 
and mud of that place, it was found that the 
continual detaching of smaller or greater parties 
for such duties as escorts, convoys, telegraph duty, 
mounted orderlies, military police, &c., made a 
complete record of the Mounted Infantry's work, 
from day to day, an impossibility. It will, there- 
fore, be seen that the task undertaken by the 
editors of this book has been no light 
they have earned the gratitude of their comrades 
for their careful collection of facts. 
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xlv INTRODUCTION 

My views have been asked as to composite 
volunteer regiments for active service. I may say 
at once that when I took over my composite 
command in January 1900, I did so with some 
trepidation. To me, after ten years command of 
the London Rifie Brigade, knowing the fierce 
esprit de corps which animates every volunteer, it 
appeared a dangerous experiment to cast together 
fragments from fifty different regiments, composed 
of classes and grades of society wide apart, to 
officer the corps at random, and to start it off 
with Commanding Officer, Staff, Non-Commis- 
sioned Officers and rank and file, all complete 
strangers to each other and to each others' 
methods. 

It appeared to me that even a regular regiment, 
composed of a mixture of Guardsmen, Highlanders, 
Connaught Rangers, Welsh Fusiliers, &c., might 
not be expected to shine at its best, and, therefore, 
that it was a high trial for volunteers on their 
first active service. 

That the C.I.V. came through this ordeal with 
credit speaks more eloquently than words to the 
right spirit which animated the men. Throughout 
the campaign the same spirit of discipline, the same 
willing cheerful obedience, was the dominant note, 
and no one who has not tried it can have any 
idea of the strain imposed by hunger, thirst, hard 
work, dust, heat, flies, mud, and rain, on the temper 
and forbearance of all ranks. 
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Not alone to the good spirit of the men was this 
due, but to the exceptional tact of the non-commis- 
sioned officers, that most important link between 
officers and men. Better than Sergeant-Major 
Rouse, than Bradley, Buckle, Kingsford, McDonell, 
Vine, among many more, could not have been 
found, and undoubtedly it was their example which 
leavened the whole. 

That the Mounted Infantry came in for its share 
of work is shown by the fact that it was present 
at, altogether, forty-four engagements : 

No. I Company on 20 occasions.' 
No. 2 Company on 30 occasions. 
Jointly, on 6 occasions. 

Its losses were : 

Died and killed in action, 19. 
Wounded, ir. 
Invalided home, 62. 

Six obtained commissions in the army and three 
in the C.I.V. itself ; while several remained in 
South Africa on the departure of the regiment for 
home. 

The history of the C.I.V.M.l. could not be com- 
plete without a tribute to the magnificent energy 
of Lord Mayor Sir Alfred Newton, which called 
the corps into existence, and, in spite of all diffi- 
culties, equipped the M.I. in time to fulfil his 
promise that it should be ready in one month 
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from the date of the War Office sanction to form 
it, nor to Mr. Abe Bailey, through whom all the 
horses, 360 in number, were ready on landing, 
and who, in numberless ways, helped in getting 
it mobilised at Cape Town. 

But it is to Lord Roberts himself that the chief 
debt of gratitude is due. From the day when he 
rode up alongside the Briton to see the M.I. dis- 
embark, there was no limit to the kindness he 
showed, nor to the personal interest he took in 
the corps. Through him the Mounted Infantry 
was pushed to the front, through him it was, after 
Paardeberg, temporarily attached to his personal 
headquarters in order to collect its scattered de- 
tachments, nor, with the care of the whole army 
on his shoulders, was any request too small to 
command his kindest consideration. 

H. CHOLMONDELEY, 

Hon. Col. Retired, and late Lieut.-Col. 

Commanding C.I.V.M.I. 
March 24, 1902. 



CHAPTER i 

The origin and oi^anisation of the C.I.V.M.I.— 
Bunhill Row — The first mounted parade — The 
freedom of the City— The march to Nine Elms— 
The voyage — Death of Colour- Sergeant Gibbons — 
Cape Town — The journey to the front. 

The idea of utilising the Volunteer force of this 
country for active service abroad belongs, in the 
first instance, to Colonel Eustace Balfour, of the 
London Scottish R.V., who, as far back as August 
1899 oiTered to find a full company of one hun- 
dred men selected from his own regiment, in 
view of the almost certain outbreak of hostilities 
in South Africa. 

This offer, although not accepted, was soon 
followed by one from Colonel Sir C. E. Howard 
Vincent, K.C.M.G., C.B., M.P., commanding the 
Queen's Westminsters, who, in turn, offered to 
raise a battalion of one thousand marksmen, to be 
drawn from the various corps of the metropolis. 

This proposition met with a like fate, and it 
was not until after the serious disasters which 
befell our armies in South Africa during the 
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early days of December 1899 at Stormberg, 
Magersfontein, and Colenso that the Government 
decided to avail themselves of an offer made to 
them on behalf of the City of London by the Lord 
Mayor, Sir Alfred Newton, Bart., and Colonel 
Boxall, C.B., to raise, equip, and transport to 
Africa a regiment of Volunteers for service in that 
country. Such, then, was the beginning of the 
regiment, hereafter known as the City of London 
Imperial Volunteers or C.I.V. 

The original idea was to have one thousand 
London Volunteer marksmen, Infantry and 
Mounted 1 nfantry, of which the proportions, 
roughly, would be 3 to i, as it was by this time 
recognised that the most useful force against the 
Boers was a mounted one. Every effort was 
made at the Mansion House to enrol as many 
Mounted Infantry as possible in the one thousand 
men, but two important factors militated against 
it, viz., the question of expense and the neces- 
sary sanction of the War Office, However, shortly 
after the official leave was given for the formation 
of the regiment, it was found that a large per- 
centage of men were applying for the M.I., and 
ultimately the War Office consented to the original 
strength of the regiment being increased from a 
thousand to sixteen hundred, of which number 
about three hundred and fifty were to be Mounted 
Infantry. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cholmondeley, C.B., of the 
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London Rifle Brigade, was selected to command 
the M.I., and the following were appointed to the 
Horse and Saddlery Committees : Colonel the 
Earl of Denbigh; Colonel Cholmondeley ; Major 
the Hon. Walter Rothschild, M.R ; Major W. W. 
Grantham ; Captain Adrian Jones, nominated by 
the Adjutant-General. These, and all other com- 
mittees connected with the raiding and iitting out 
of the regiment, met in rooms kindly allotted to 
them at the Mansion House by tlie Lord Mayor 
and Lady Mayoress. 

The work of selecting men, getting the saddles 
and all the necessary kit, deciding whether to 
obtain the horses in England, from South 
America, or in South Africa, and overcoming a 
thousand and one difficulties proceeded with a 
really wonderful rapidity — the regiment being 
raised, equipped, and a portion of it — the M.I. — 
actually fighting about seven thousand miles from 
home in the incredibly short space of seven 
weeks. 

In the end it was decided to obtain all the 
horses, for officers and men alike, in South Africa, 
and Mr. Abe Bailey of Johannesburg was com- 
missioned to buy them, 

By this means a very considerable saving of 
expense was effected, as the horses cost very little 
more than the expense of horse transport from 
England, 

In addition to this the M.I. were provided with 
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horses born and bred in the country, and were 
therefore able to proceed to the front at once, 
whereas if horses had been taken from England, 
at least three weeks or a month would have been 
required to get the animals fit after the sea 
voyage. 

The first batch of recruits were sworn in before 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen at the Guildhall on 
New Year's Day 1900, each man, as he took the 
oath, being presented with " the Queen's shilling." 

The Lord Mayor made a short speech of a 
comphmentary character, and the men were then 
marched back to their regimental headquarters 
and dismissed for the day. 

Next morning riding tests were begun at the 
Albany Street Barracks ; the test was a very simple 
one, and very few men failed to pass. 

For the next few days the men paraded each 
morning at Bunhill Row — the headquarters of 
the London Rifle Brigade — at ten o'clock. Here 
they usually spent the morning learning the M.L 
drill — on foot — till about one or half-past, when 
they were dismissed for the rest of tlie day. 

On Saturday, January 6, a mounted drill at 
Wimbledon was arranged. Two sections, the 
Queen's Westminsters and Inns of Court, took 
horses down, the remainder went down by train 
and, after the two sections just mentioned had 
done some M.L drill, took over the horses from 
them and had their turn. 
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On the whole, everything passed off very satis- 
factorily on this occasion, especially having regard 
to the fact that many of the men had never done 
M.I, drill save on foot, and had never ridden with 
a rifle, a most cumbersome thing until one gets 
used to it. 

Sunday was a " day off," but Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday in the following week 
were spent at Bunhill Row in drilling and other- 
wise getting ready for embarkation on Saturday, 
January 13. Friday was a very busy day. The 
men paraded at Bunhill Row at half-past nine, and 
were then inspected by General Trotter, who re- 
jected a few on the ground that they were not fit 
for active service, even though they had managed 
to pass their own regimental doctors. They were 
then marched in detachments to the Guildhall, 
where they obtained the Freedom of the City of 
Lx)ndon, signed the roll of frL'L'mcii, and drew 
their uniforms. 

In the afternoon, having returned to Bunhill 
Row and put on their khaki uniforms, they were 
marched to the Tower of London, where rifles 
were drawn. 

At seven o'clock, after depositing their rifles at 
Bunhill Row, they attended a special service at 
St. Paul's Cathedral, and afterwards were enter- 
tained by the Benchers of the Inner Temple at a 
farewell supper. 

The crowds in the streets were enormous, and 
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great difficulty was experienced in marching the 
men from St. Paul's to the Temple. 

The supper was a great success and very wel- 
come, as most of the men had not tasted food 
since they left home in the morning. 

Supper ended, the men were marched back to 
Bunhill Row for the night, and by going along 
the Embankment managed to escape, to some 
extent, the huge crowds that were still collected 
in the streets. 

It was quite midnight before the work of the 
day was finished, and the men lay down in their 
clothes just where they were, to get a few hours' 
sleep before making final preparations to start next 
morning. Saturday, January 13, reveille sounded 
at half-past four a.m., breakfast being served 
shortly after, and then orders were given to be 
ready to leave for Nine Elms by seven o'clock. 

Kit-bags were fastened up, loaded in furniture 
vans supplied by Harrod's Stores, and sent on to 
the trains in advance, after which the men, wear- 
ing their great-coats and in full marching order, 
paraded, ready to march off at the hour ordered. 

Of the struggle to the station (Nine Elms) it is 
hardly necessary to say much here, for no one 
who took part in it, either as one of the C.l.V. 
or as a spectator, is ever likely to forget it ; it is 
sufficient to say that the route taken was via 
Moorgate Street, the Mansion House, Queen 
Victoria Street, the Embankment and over West- 
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minster Bridge, and that it took rather more than 
four hours to cover this distance of not more 
than five or six miles ; so great was the crowd 
that had turned out to cheer the first contingent 
of the C.I.V. on their departure for South 
Africa. Nine Elms was reached at about eleven 
o'clock, and the men were quickly entrained in 
two special trains, which took them to the em- 
barkation-sheds at Southampton, On reaching 
Southampton, No. i Company and two sections 
of No. 2 Company embarked on the Briton, the 
remaining two sections, the machine-gun section, 
and E Company of the Infantry embarking on the 
Garih Castle. Rifles having been deposited in the 
armoury the men had dinner on the troop-deck, 
this being for most of them the first introduction 
to the realities of service in the ranks. After 
dinner every one came up on deck again, found 
their kit-bags, which had been stacked in the 
sheds, and said good-bye to their friends. 

The Lord Mayor, who had come down, made 
a final speech, on the Briton first, and afterwards 
on the Garth Castle; and then, just as it was 
getting dark, the latter got under weigh, followed 
shortly afterwards by the former. Both on the 
Briton and Garth Caslle the troop-deck accom- 
modation was excellent and the food plentiful 
and good. 

Sleeping on a troop-deck, of course, meant 
being very tightly packed, until a certain number 
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8 CITY IMPERIAL VOLUNTEERS 

of men decided that it was preferable to sleep 
' on deck, in spite of the inconvenient practice 
indulged in by the ship's crew, of washing decks 
at about two o'clock each morning. 

On Sunday, January 14, the Bay was entered, 
where a thoughtful Providence had provided a 
long swell of the most heart-searching quality. 
On this occasion only the C.I.V.M.I. showed very 
little fight ; they surrendered almost to a man, and 
the deck was covered with long rows of the 
apparently dead. This collapse was hardly sur- 
prising considering the trying events of the last 
few days, but recovery was equally rapid, and by 
Monday morning most of the men were well 
enough to take part in a " follow-my-Ieader" led by 
the Adjutant, Captain Bell, which had an excellent 
effect in setting them on their legs again. 

From this time every one quickly settled down 
into the routine of a troopship. The fact, how- 
ever, of the Briton being a mail-steamer with a 
fair number of passengers, necessitated some 
special modifications of the usual regulations. 

On Tuesday, January 16, the ship made her 
longest run during the voyage, namely, 405 miles. 
On Wednesday, early in the morning, the Briton 
reached Madeira, and dropped anchor off Fun- 
chal. The colonel showed his confidence in his 
men by allowing them to land for three hours, 
while coaling was in progress, an unprecedented 
favour much appreciated by the men, who justi- 
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fied it by their good behaviour ashore. The 
scene at the landing-stage on the return to the ship 
was a quaint one, every one being loaded with 
fruit, flowers, and some having enterprise enough 
to bring even deck-chairs on board. At Madeira, 
also, large quantities of oranges were taken on 
board, which were retailed to the men, the supply 
lasting to the end of the voyage. 

Having started again, about eleven o'clock, the 
screw was never stopped, save for one sad minute, 
till the arrival at Cape Town. 

Next morning, Teneriffe was passed about four 
o'clock, and at reveille the splendid white peak was 
still shining clear astern. This morning, for the 
first time, the approach to the tropics was marked 
by a bare-foot parade, awnings were got out and 
every one settled down in earnest to prepare for 
the campaign. 

It may be of interest to give here a specimen of 
a day's orders, selected at random, which will 
show not only how the time was employed, but 
also that the men were far from idle. 

6.0 A.M. Reveille. 

6.45 A.M. Physical drill with arms; (dress\ trousers, shirts, 
caps, bare feet. 

B.O A.M. Breakfast. 

8.30 A.M. Cleaning troop-deck, 

9.15 A,M. Guard mounting. 

9.30 till 11,30 A.M. Parade for musketry drill and instruc- 
tion in mounting and dismounting; (dress) 
as above with boots and felt hats. 
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bugle calls and signals. 



11.30 A.M. Instruction 

12.30 P.M. Dinner. 

a.^o P.M. Parade, Lecture by Company Officer. 

3.0 P.M. Kit inspection on boat-deck. 

4.30 P.M. Supper. 

9.30 P.M. Lights out. 



The instruction in mounting and dismounting 
was given on a wooden horse which had been 
specially provided and proved very useful, several 
men having no knowledge of military riding or the 
proper way of holding the reins. 

As the weather became warmer a large sail- 
bath rigged up on deck proved a most popular 
institution before morning parade. 

On most evenings during the voyage a "sing- 
song" took place on the poop-deck; though the 
musical talent on board was not remarkable, 
there were plenty of men ready to join in a 
chorus, and these impromptu concerts were a 
capital way of passing the evening. 

Owing to the speed with which the C.I.V.M.I. 
had been equipped a few small things were 
wanting in some of the men's kits, and everything 
had now to be got into order. Everything that 
had been supplied was of excellent quality, and 
when some small deficiencies had been made 
good, all that remained to be done was a certain 
amount of fitting and sorting. A tailor being 
on board, all the uniforms were made to (it, and 
two kit inspections adjusted the rest. 
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Below is a list of the kit supplied to each man 
— in two kit-bags : 


• 




I Serge funic 


1 Rifle arm-sling 






I Pair riding breeciies 


I Felt hat 






I Pair serge trousers 


I Field cap 






I Kliaki drill timic 


1 Woollen cap 






1 Khaki drill pair trousers 


I "Hold all "(knife, fork, 






I Great -coat 


spoon, shading- brush, 






1 Jersey 


razor, tooth - brush. 






z Pairs putties 


and comb) 






3 Flannel shirts 


I Housewife 






2 Vests 


I Belt 






2 Pairs drawers 


I Clothes brush 






3 Pairs socks 


1 Writing portfolio 






2 Pairs boots and laces 


3 Cakes of soap 






I Pair canvas shoes 


I New Testament 






I Pair cork socks 


I First field -dressing 






3 Cholera belts 


2 Identification tallies 






I Pair braces 


I Bundle of Selvyt 






I Pyjama suit 


I Tin of dubbin 






a Towels 


I Tin of vaseline dubbin 






I Haversack 


I Pocket filter 






I Water-bottle 


I " Kelpion " 






1 Pair spurs 


I Pocket-knife and lanyard 






A great feature of the week after leaving 






Madeira was the inoculation against enteric. 






This was purely voluntary, but with very few 






exceptions ail the men submitted to it, batches 






being inoculated by the ship's doctor every day. 






It ought to be noted here that no one on the 






Briion was inoculated more than once, whereas, 






according to Indian experience, two injections 




ki. 
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12 CITY IMPERIAL VOLUNTEERS 

are necessary to secure immunity. The results 
on the first patients were not such as to encourage 
others. They tottered on to decli next morning 
a green unhappy bilious-looking crew, so stiff as 
to be hardly abie to sit down without help, and 
creaking audibly when helped up. Another un- 
pleasant detail was that a good many men fainted 
within a few minutes of the operation. Each 
subsequent batch were less ill, possibly because 
the first inoculation was done in the unhealthy 
neighbourhood of the malarial coast, more 
probably because each day men became more 
fit and better able to stand it. 

A day or two after leaving Madeira an event 
occurred on board the Briton that cast a gloom 
over what was, in every other respect, a very 
successful voyage. 

Colour-Sergeant Gibbons — a barrister of the 
Inner Temple — and one of the most popular 
captains in the Inns of Court Battalion, who had 
joined the C.l.V.M.l. as a private through sheer 
keenness to lose no opportunity of seeing active 
service, died after a few days illness of heat 
apoplexy following on double pneumonia. 

It is supposed that he caught a chill soon after 
the start, possibly the strain and worry of the pre- 
paration and departure had told more upon him 
than the younger men. Whatever the cause, by 
January 17 he had developed double pneumonia. 
The difficulties of nursing such a case on a 
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steamer are necessarily great, but every possible 
effort was made to overcome them. He was 
moved into a first-class cabin, and all that could 
be done for his comfort was done. 

Throughout his illness he was devotedly nursed 
by orderlies from his own section. Of the two 
men — Privates Glynn and Sandlands — upon 
■whom the greater part of this duty fell, no praise 
is needed beyond the doctor's words, " Trained 
nurses could not have done belter." 

By January 20 the pneumonia had yielded to 
treatment, and all hoped that the danger was over, 
but suddenly heat apoplexy came on and his 
condition at once became critical. For three 
days a desperate fight against hopeless odds was 
kept up, but by the night of January 22 death 
seemed so near that a concert taking place in the 
saloon was abruptly abandoned. 

He lingered on, however, during the next day 
and passed away quite conscious at the last, about 
six o'clock in the evening. 

The next morning, by special permission of 
Colonel Cholmondeley, who on every occasion 
showed the utmost kindness and consideration for 
his men, he was buried with full military honours, 
the firing party being furnished by men selected 
from the Inns of Court section. 

It is difficult to imagine a more impressive scene 
than a military funeral at sea — the troops drawn 
up on parade, the engines stopped, and the only 
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sound which breaks the stillness that pervades the 
whole vessel — the tolling of the ship's bell — 
shortly followed by the volleys of the firing-fiarty 
and the ''Last post'' on the bugles as the body is 
committed to the deep. 

Those who witnessed the ceremony for the first 
time on this occasion will hardly be likely ever to 
forget it. 

A few days later the usual ship's sports were 
or^nised, and proved very successful ; it is not 
necessary to give any very detailed description of 
them, as they were of the ordinary kind — ^tug-of- 
war, cock-fighting, potato races, and other events 
equally interesting both to the passengers and to 
the men. 

On the night on which the Briton crossed the 
Line a concert took place in the saloon. The 
progranune was made up by both passengers 
and men, and was arranged by a committee 
of which Major-General Wavell, who was on his 
way out to command the 15th Brigade, was 
chairman. 

On January 26 the Briton went some miles out 
of her course to speak a vessel, which turned out 
to be the Manchester City, and ask for news. The 
signal came back, " Ladysmith Relieved," wliich,'of 
course, created considerable delight, though some 
thought that there would be nothing now left 
to do. 

However, two days later another vessel was 
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passed which signalled, " No news of importance." 
Whereupon every one wondered what the exact 
position of affairs really was, and whether or no 
Ladysmith had in fact been relieved. 

On Saturday, January 27, a more serious and 
interesting competition took place on the Briton. 
General Wavell kindly offered a prize for com- 
petition among sub-sections (four men). To this 
Colonel Cholmondeley added second and third 
prizes. The conditions were, that each sub-section 
should parade in Review order and, starting from 
the poop-deck, should make a tour of the vessel, 
go through the motions of firing at an imaginary 
enemy, ordered by different judges at four dif- 
ferent points, and mounting and dismounting the 
celebrated wooden horse, points being given for 
time ; finally, coming to the passenger-deck, where 
an examination was held in bugle calls and on 
Major-General Baden-Powell's book on "Scout- 
ing." Marks were given for turn-out time, know- 
ledge of firing exercise, speed and neatness in 
mounting and dismounting, and for correct 
answers in the examination. There were fifty-three 
entries, and the first prize was won by a sub-section 
of London Scottish under Private, afterwards 
Colour-Sergeant, McDonell. 

On the same evening the C.I.V.M.I., unaided, 
gave a smoking concert on the second-class deck, 
and produced a very successful programme. After 
the concert General Wavell presented the prizes 
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to the winners of the competition, and addressed 
the M.L in a short speech, full of practical advice 
and friendly encouragement. 

The next day being Saturday there was the 
usual fire alarm, troops standing to their sta- 
tions, and the ship's crew manning the boats and 
hoses. 

It was expected that the Briton would arrive 
about noon on Monday, January 29 (a day before 
she was due) ; the men were therefore paraded 
ready for disembarkation at seven o'clock and 
then dismissed. Land was sighted about ten 
o'clock, whereupon every field-glass and telescope 
in the ship was got into use, and the next hour 
or so was spent in comparing the merits of the 
different makes, interest being kept up by the 
supposed sighting of Table Mountain every few 
minutes until the real thing appeared about one 
o'clock, anchorage in the bay being reached 
between three and four o'clock. 

To those who see it for the first time, the town 
itself seems mean and ugly, the unpicturesque 
buildings spoiling a magnificent situation, but at 
that time the view was made more attractive by 
the large number of fine vessels, including many 
transports, at anchor in the bay. 

As soon as boats could get alongside a rush 
was made for newspapers, which revealed not 
only the fact that Ladysmith was not relieved, but 
that the situation had practically undergone no 
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change since the departure from England in the 
middle of January. The news of the Spion Kop 
disaster was also received for the first time. 

The Briton was brought alongside the quay 
soon after four o'clock, and disembarkation of pas- 
sengers and baggage began at once, the C.I.V.M.l. 
remaining on board for the night. 

Early next morning (Tuesday, January 30) five 
sections marched off to pitch camp at Green 
Point, a sandy promontory running out into the 
sea about a mile west of Cape Town. The other 
section remained as rear guard to clean up the 
troop-deckand unload regimental stores — a pleasant 
day's work in the midst of such clouds of coal 
dust that their uniforms were never clean again. 

The camp at Green Point was next to that of the 
6th Battahon of the Warwicks (Militia), on ground 
not over clean, and twelve men in a tent, to say 
nothing of the kit, is more snug than comfortable. 
Next morning work began with the unpacking 
and fitting together of saddlery and gear of all 
sorts. Of the whole time at Green Point it may 
be said that the work was of the hardest and most 
continuous kind, no proof of which is needed 
beyond the fact that the six sections which landed 
from the Briton were able to start for the front in 
ten days time. The greater part of the day 
necessarily used up by fatigues, while of field 
work there was next to nothing. This statement 
is not made in order to blame any one connected 
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with the regiment in any way whatever. An 
opportunity of going to the front was offered to 
the Mounted Infantry if they could be ready in 
ten days. Had they been consulted, ofi&cers and 
men would, to a man, have voted to go ; no man 
in their place would have done other\vise, not one 
of them probably regrets it now. It is another 
matter whether temptation ought to have been 
offered for a mounted corps to go to the front with 
scarcely any training in mounted work. 

But whether or not such an experiment could 
under any circumstances be justifiable, the suc- 
cessful result must stand to the undying credit of 
theC.r.V,M.I, 

On the evening of Wednesday, January 31, Lord 
Roberts,accompaniedbyLord Kitchener, inspected 
the corps. The Commander-in-Chief made a speech 
in which he made a happy allusion to the last 
time English Volunteers went on active service. 
On that occasion the arrival of the Volunteers (as 
allies, not as enemies of the Dutch) turned a 
wavering cause to victory, and he hoped that the 
same might again be the case. He also promised 
that the M,I, should go to the front with him at 
once. A day or two afterwards Lord Roberts 
again paid a visit to the camp, this time un- 
expectedly, when the men were at stables. 

The following message was sent by him to the 
Lord Mayor : 
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" Cape Town : February 5. 
"I can assure your Lordship we heartily 
welcome as comrades the City of London 
Imperial Volunteers, who are a valuable addi- 
tion to our force. The Mounted Infantry 
portion proceeds shortly to the front, as will 
the remainder of the corps after their arrival. 
All ranks will, I am confident, worthily uphold 
in South Africa the traditions of the great City 
they represent. 

" ROBERTS. 
"To THE Lord Mayor, London." 

The horses were taken over on February i and 
brought into camp the next day. As the subject 
of the horses is dealt with elsewhere, it is un- 
necessary to say anything about them here, except 
that they were, fortunately, fairly well broken. 
Owing to various causes, during all the time at 
Green Point they were shufBed and reshuffled 
about, and till the moment of departure many men 
did not know which horses they would eventually 
ride. 

On Sunday, February 4, the Garth C«s//e arrived, 
and the remainder of the Mounted Infantry, with 
the machine-gun section, joined, the Infantry 
company also marching into camp. 

The rest of the time at Green Point was spent 
in preparation for departure, work being varied by 
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occasional bathes in the sea and visits to Cape 
Town, for which leave was several times given. 

The kindness of Lord Milner, Mr. R. Stuart 
Solomon and others, who were good enough to 
send up supplies of grapes and other fruit every 
day, must not be forgotten. These used to be 
brought out by the town fire-brigade in a hose- 
cart. 

On Wednesday, February 7, Lord Milner 
inspected the corps, making a short speech, in 
which he mentioned, incidentally, that he himself 
was an honorary member of one of the battalions 
(the Devil's Own), from which the regiment had 
been formed. 

On Thursday evening kits were packed, Friday 
being the day fixed for the departure of the M.L 
for the front, and by great exertions they were 
fairly ready. Officers were allowed to take thirty 
pounds, men only 'ten, and the choice of what to 
take and what to leave was a hard one. 

Most men found their kit divide into : 

1. Absolute necessities. 

2. Absolute necessities not quite so necessary. 

3. Absolute necessities which it was absolutely 
necessary to leave behind. 

The people of Cape Town, not having been able 
to give a formal welcome, had prepared to give a 
great send-off. The six sections moved off at 
about half-past one, headed by the Cape Town 
Artillery Band, The march to the station was 
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arranged so as to include the whole length of 
Adderley Street, which was decorated in excellent 
taste and filled with a huge crowd of people. 
Even after the scenes of the send-off from home, 
no one is likely to forget the enthusiasm of Cape 
Town ; they felt that the Volunteers had come to 
fight their battle, and they showed that they felt it. 

The station was reached about three o'clock, 
and orders were at once given for off-saddling and 
entraining the horses. It is very gratifying to 
note, in this connection, that the Staff at the 
station expressed their appreciation at the rapidity 
with which the men carried out this work. 

Two trains were made up, consisting of 
horse-trucks which contained eight horses each, 
and carriages holding eight men apiece. After 
a speech from the Mayor and a hearty send-off 
from the inhabitants, who, under the direction 
of the Reception Committee, supplied every one 
with quantities of fruit, the trains moved off about 
five o'clock, taking with them to the front 13 
officers and about 270 N.C.O.s and men. 

The journey, which lasted two days and three 
nights, was on the whole uneventful. At Lady 
Grey, a place about forty miles north of Cape 
Town, and notorious as a hot-bed of disloyalty, 
the loyalists turned out and supplied tea and more 
fruit to the men. Unfortunately, with the first 
train, the disaffected Dutch did all they could to 
hamper the movements of the loyalists, but by the 
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time the second train arrived all was clear and the 
tea was greatly appreciated. 

At difFerent points on the journey halts were 
made for the purpose of feeding and watering the 
horses and rationing the men ; the first of any 
importance being at Matjesfontein, on the tjorder 
of the Karroo desert, where General Wauchope, 
who fell at Magersfontein, lies buried. 

At this place the trains stopped some time to 
enable breakfast to be served out, and Mr. Logan, 
the principal resident in the place, entertained the 
officers and sergeants in the station buildings. 

From this point the journey was resumed by 
stages till De Aar Junction was reached at about 
eight o'clock on Sunday morning, and after a long 
wait a move was made towards Kiml>erley and the 
western district. 

Orange River station was reached at dusk, and 
orders were then issued for every one to be ready 
to detrain at Enslin at midnight. As a matter of 
fact, Enslin was reached before midnight, but 
only the men detrained, the horses remaining in 
the trucks till daylight. 

The first thing that met the eye on arrival at 
Enslin was the flashing on the clouds of the 
search-light from Kimberley, and the men began 
to feel, for the first time in most cases, that they 
were in the very midst of the war. 

As soon as it was daylight the horses were got 
out of the trucks and fatigue-parties were made up 
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to unload stores and carry them across to where 
the Hnes were to be laid down. 

EnsHn is a spot just within the borders of Cape 
Colony, consisting of nothing but a vast expanse 
of red sand, which, as the day wears on, gets so 
hot as to burn the feet even through the thick soles 
of a regulation marching- boot. 

Unattractive and desolate as the place is, it will 
remain famous as one of the earliest battlefields in 
the war. It will be impossible for any one who 
was there, ever to forget that day — heavy fatigues 
all day under a scorching sun, collecting transport, 
baggage, and quantities of stores, in readiness for 
the move that was to be made in the early hours 
of the following morning. 

Lord Roberts and Staff arrived a few hours after 
the C.I.V.M,!., and a party of men, under the 
Farrier- Sergt., was sent off to unload and look 
after their baggage. 

A remarkable incident took place here that may 
be worth recording. Some Cavalry had come 
in and put down their lines close to the C.I.V.M.I,, 
and had in due course "off-saddled" and placed 
their saddles on the ground in front of the horses. 
When, however, they came to saddle-up again, it 
was discovered that a small swarm of bees had 
hived in the felt-numnah of one of the saddles. 
The Farrier-Sergt. saw this himself, but cannot say 
how the intruders were dislodged. 

Although the kit-bags were brought up from 
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Cape Town, the men were informed tliat they 
would have to leave them behind, taking with 
them only such necessaries as they could carry in 
their wallets, and, as only three days rations were 
drawn, an impression, which, unfortunately, was 
not contradicted in time, got about that the force 
would only be away for that period. Consequently 
many things' were left behind which would other- 
wise have been taken. 

There were two sections in the M.l. mounted on 
grey or white horses. And much time was spent 
at Enslin in discolouring as many as possible with 
Condy's fluid, an operation that takes some time 
when only an ordinary body brush is available, 
and generally results in the man being as much 
discoloured as his mount. 

It was quite dark before everything was fairly 
ready for a start, and the men lay down thoroughly 
tired out, to take an hour or two's sleep before 
setting out on their first day's "trek" into the 
Orange Free State. 

The following shows the officers, sergeants and 
sections which left Cape Town for the front on 
February 9 : 

Lie ntenant- Colonel CHOLMONOEi-Ey. 

Captain Bell (Adjutant). 

Surgeon-Captain Ryan. 

Veterinary- Lieutenant Mulvkt. 

LieuteDant and Quartermaster R idler. 
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Sergeant- Major Rouse. 




Colour-Sergeant Tomkins (Acting Q.M.S.). 




Farrier-Sergeant Scott. 




Sergeant -Cook Prentice. 




No. I Company. 

Captain Reid, R.A. i 

Col our- Sergeant Smith. 

No. I Section. No. 3 Sectiop. 

Lieutenant B. Moeller. Lieutenant Brailev. 

Sergeant O'Connell. Sergeant Vine. 




No. 2 Section. 
Lieutenant Berrt. 
Sergeant Bradley. 


No. 4 Section. 
Lieutenant Wilson. 
Screea,nt Kingsford. 




No. 2 Company. 

Captain WiTERLOw. 

Col our- Sergeant Mc Don ELL. 

No. I Section. No. a Section. 

Lieutenant Manistt. Lienlenaiit Concakon, 

Sergeant Stallaed. Sergeant Gakkard. 




The sections remaining behind were : 




No. 2 Company. 
No. 3 Section. No. 4 Section. 
Lieutenant Henderson. Lieut. Duncan Baillib. 
Sergeant Read. Sergeant Puch. 




Machine-guns. ^M 
Lieutenant Wellby and Sergeant Park. ^H 
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CHAPTER II 



Enalin — Reit River — Jacobsdal — Paardeberg — 
Escorting Ctonjd to Modder River — Poplar Grove 
— Drief onf ein — Karree— Frieska. 

Tuesday, Feb. 13, reveille was ordered at half-past 
one, although the hour fixed for parade was not till 
half-past four, the reason for this being that the 
officer commanding was most anxious that every 
one of his men, who were, of course, as yet quite 
new to the work, should be ready to move oflf at 
the proper time. 

The C.I.V.M.I. were detailed to act as scouts 
and left flank guard to the Highland Brigade, and 
as such formed part of the 9th Division under 
Major-General Sir Henry Colville. 

Before daylight, at half-past four, they struck 
camp and moved out on their first day's trek into 
the Orange Free State, leaving behind them a few 
details under Lieutenant and Quartermaster Ridler 
and the Kegimental Quartermaster-Sergt, 

After a march of some hours the Division halted 
at Ramdam, a point just within the border of the 
Orange Free State, and bivouacked near a large 
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dam which afforded a welcome opportunity for a 
wash. Save for this dam the place was very similar 
to Enslin — a barren track of red sand without 
trees or shelter of any kind from the fierce rays of 
the South African sun. 

On the whole, the first day's work may be 
reckoned as a success, though, of course, every one 
was suffering from the excessive heat and from 
thirst — one or two men being quite knocked up, 
and having to go into hospital for a time. 

While most of the men were able to rest during 
the afternoon, one section, No. 3 of No. i Com- 
pany, were ordered to march back, nearly as far 
as Enslin, to bring in an ammunition-cart which 
had broken down soon after the start, and did not 
get back to Raradam until after dark. 

To add to the many and various discomforts 
which are necessarily incident to campaigning, 
bnt to which, in a remarkably short time, every 
one seems to get accustomed, about nine o'clock 
the wind suddenly got up, bringing with it a dust- 
storm, which lasted for an hour or more and 
penetrated everywhere. 

Waterval Drift, on the Riet River, was to be the 
next halt, and, as on the previous day, a start was 
made at half-past four, the Division reaching its 
destination soon after noon^ 

Most of the C.I.V.M.I. were employed, on 
reaching camp, on picket duty, cattle guard, 
or drawing rations and forage from the Army 
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Service Corps, and it was not until after one 
o'clock the next morning that these last were dis- 
missed ; consequently, when the main body 
marched out at daybreak, they were ordered to 
remain behind and come on with the baggage, 
and so get an hour or two's rest. 

As it happened, however, they came in for a 
very severe piece of fighting, for the Boers, as 
soon as the columns had moved on a few miles, 
worked round and made a most determined attack 
on the convoy, with the result that no fewer than 
180 waggons had to be either burned or aban- 
doned. In this engagement the C.I.V.M.I. had 
one man wounded — Private E. A. Dawson — ^the 
first casualty in the whole C.I.V. 

It was feared at the time that this loss would 
prevent Lord Roberts from carrying out his plan 
of cutting off General Cronjfi's retreat on Bloem- 
fontein, but fortunately he determined to push on 
at all costs, even though men and horses alike had 
to exist, as best they could, on extremely short 
rations. 

From Waferval Drift the Division marched to 
Weg-Draai Drift on the Klip River, arriving there 
about the same time as on the previous days. 

About half an hour after the men had "off- 
saddled " an order came for a detachment of one 
hundred men to march off at once as scouts to 
the 15th Brigade under General Wavell, who was 
moving out to occupy Jacobsdal. 
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This detachment, under the command of Cap- 
tain ]. W. Reid, No. i Company, came in touch 
with (he enemy soon after leaving camp. And 
although the Boers opened tire on them at long 
range, they continued their advance rapidly to 
within 500 yards of the churchyard, outside the 
town. They then lay down, and taking cover 
as best they could, for it was all open ground, 
waited for the Artillery to come up and prepare 
the way for the final assault on the place. 

During this time a few casualties occurred both 
among men and horses, Sergeant-Major Rouse, 
Private C. F. Nesham and Private Edwards were 
wounded, while Colonel Cholmondeley, who had 
accompanied the detachment, and several others 
had their horses shot. On this occasion Bugler 
Pink, who was holding three horses, had two of 
them shot, but was not hit himself. 

When the guns came up and opened fire the 
Boers began to give way, and the whole Brigade 
then advanced and carried the place by assault, 
pursuing the enemy, now in full flight, through 
the streets until they disappeared in the country 
beyond. 

In commemoration of this, their first engage- 
ment, scarcely five weeks from the time they 
left England, the C.I.V.M.I. secured the flag 
which now hangs in the Guildhall. There was 
a rumour at the time that this was actually 
captured ; as a matter of fact, it was found by 
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Lance-Corporal Atkins in a house in the town, 
which had been already evacuated by the 
enemy. 

That theCJ.V.M.L justified the good opinion in 
which Lord Roberts held them, may be judged by 
the following telegram sent by him to England 
after the occupation of jacobsdal : 

From the Times, February 17, 1900 : 
"The City of London Imperial Volunteers 

came under fire for first time yesterday under 

Colonel Cholmondeley at Jacobsdal and tiehaved 

most gallantly." 

CasuaUies : 
Sergeant-Major Rouse, flesh wound above 

knee ; Private C. F. Nesham, flesh wound arm ; 

Private George Edwards, flesh wound. 

The morning following the fight at Jacobsdal 
found a very small number in the camp at Weg- 
driai Drift, the detachment which went to Jacobs- 
dal sleeping there, and the men left behind 
with the convoy at Waterval Drift not having 
rejoined, 

However,shortly after revcilU, at half-past three, 
an order came for fifty men to escort the Field Tele- 
graph R.E. to Modder River in order to get into 
touch with Gen. Lord Methuen. After consider- 
able trouble the required number was got together 
and left under the command of Lieutenant Brailey, 
picking up the telegraph-cart at the drift at 



MOUNTED INFANTRY 31 

Jacobsdal, where the number of the escort was 
reduced to thirty-two. 

The work was interesting, and the wire was laid 
for the greater part of the distance at a canter. 
All went without a hitch until arrival within sight 
of Modder River station, when,ion trying the wire, 
a fault was detected and a halt called for it to be 
found and repaired. 

Unfortunately the day was extremely hot and 
the halt rather long, but one had time to have 
a good look at the battlefield of Modder River, 
and the piles of empty cartridge-cases lying there 
testified to the slowness of the advance and, conse- 
quently, the severity of the fight. 

At last the fault in the wire was made good and 
Modder River station, the headquarters of Lord 
Methuen's command, reached about four o'clock 
in the afternoon. 

On reporting arrival, the detachment was im- 
mediately annexed and posted in orders that 
evening as belonging to the command, being, in 
fact, the only mounted troops there, except a few 
Cavalry and Mounted Infantry details. Marching 
from Lord Methuen's headquarters to the M.I. 
detail camp the men experienced a far worse dust- 
storm than that at Ramdam, so bad in fact, that, 
although within hail of their destination, they had 
to stand to their horses for close on an hour and 
half, the air being quite dark and the 
refusing to face the flying sand. 
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However, everything ended well, and the men 
found a hearty welcome from the regular details 
in camp, in addition to which the cooks got their 
fires going and manufactured a hot scratch meal ; 
their kindness being very highly appreciated after 
the long day's work. Later on in the evening 
some beer was discovered, the first tasted since 
leaving Cape Town. 

On Saturday, February 17, this detachment was 
ordered to report itself at half-past five in the 
morning to Colonel Eyre Crabbe, who was in 
command of the 3rd Grenadier Guards, at Merton 
Siding. 

This meant a long ride, across very rough 
ground, straight up towards the Magersfontein 
positions. 

The Boers, under General Cronj^, had by this 
time evacuated the place on hearing of the relief 
of Kimberley by General French, but there were 
still about four hundred roaming about in the 
neighbourhood of Scholz Nek, and the idea was to 
make a reconnaissance in force. 

This idea, however, was changed, and a party of 
sixteen men were sent out, under Colour-Sergeant 
McDonell, to post a picket on the Magersfontein 
position, to send out a patrol, and to return at 
dusk. 

This patrol had a splendid opportunity of ex- 
amining a position about which they had heard 
and read so much — trenches, gun emplacements. 
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sangars, wire entanglements, and the hundred and 
one artifices resorted to in improving a position, 
not to mention the tents left standing and various 
shelters constructed out of bushes and small 
trees. 

There was every evidence of h;iste in evacuating 
the place. On one hand, a plate with a piece of 
meat on it, the fork lying alongside with a morsel 
still on the prongs ; on another, a half-washed pair 
of trousers, one leg still in the water, besides all 
sorts of things strewed about the place, such as 
tobacco, bags of bullets, rice, coffee beans, &c. 

The patrol went out beyond Spytfontein station, 
and but for the range of kopjes to the northward, 
Kimberley might have been seen. At half-past 
seven the picket got back to the 3rd Grenadier 
camp, where hot food had been kept, thanks to 
the kindness and thoughtfuhiess of the officer 
commanding. 

Next morning, after a wet night, the detachment 
paraded at half-past five, and returned to Modder 
River station, leaving again the same evening on 
escort duty to a convoy going up for use of Lord 
Roberts' army. This convoy did not get very far, 
as, owing to the rain the previous night, the 
Modder River rose in flood when only half the 
wagons were across, so that part was on one 
side and the remainder the other. 

That same night, during a halt, the Guards 
Brigade, which were at Modder Kivtr when the 
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detachment started, passed through the convoy 
on their march to Klip Kraal, near Paardeberg. 
They only received their orders late at night 
and left all their tents standing. It was a weird 
sight seeing them march along silently, each com- 
pany extended to single rank and accompanied by 
innumerable dogs. 

The following day, Monday, February 19, the 
convoy was gradually all got across the drift, 
and at half-past seven marched o£F and reached 
Jacobsdal at half-past one, "parking" in the 
square. 

The rest of the journey was very similar ; the 
wagons being drawn by oxen necessitated 
marching at night, and grazing by day, and even- 
tually the detachment rejoined Headquarters at 
Paardeberg on Friday, February 23, miaking the 
last stage with a convoy under the command of 
Colonel Le Gallais, which, consisting of five rows 
of wagons abreast, reached for miles. 

This reunion was gratifying to both parties ; 
for one reason, the men had not got used to being 
sent o£F in small detachments, but, more important 
still, the Quartermaster, who had been left behind 
at Enslin, came up with this detachment, and 
having a man who understood the ways of the 
Army Service Corps, was worth a good deal at this 
time, when it was very difiBcult to obtain even half- 
rations, owing to the loss of the convoy at Water- 
val Drift already referred to. 
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To go back now to Colonel Cholmondeley and 
the main body of the C.I.V.M.I.at Jacobsdal, For 
two days after the occupation of the place the 
troops were given a rest, but on Sunday night, 
February 18, the advance for Paardeberg was 
resumed. 

After trekking all night, the Division arrived at 
Klip Drift about seven o'clock in the morning and 
halted for some hours ; continuing again about 
three in the afternoon, Klip Kraal was reached at 
nightfall. 

During this last march a Scotch cart, with a 
quantity of the Field Forge Equipment of the 
C.I.V.M.I., broke down and had to beabandoned^ 
proving a serious loss which it was impossible 
to replace for some considerable time. 

The next morning the advance was continued, 
and during the morning Colonel Cholmondeley 
and his men arrived at Paardeberg. 

The camp of the C.l.V.M.I, was next to that of 
the Highland Brigade, with whom they had been 
working since they left Enslin, and was some two 
miles, on the south side of the river, below the 
Boer laager, which could he plainly seen from a 
kopje, to the right of the camp, which was being 
used as a signalling station. 

During the bombardment at Paardeberg, which 
had begun when they arrived, until Monday, 
February 26, the C.l.V.M.I. as a whole, had little 
to do save to supply strong pickets every night, 
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and the only casnattj tliej snslainfri was one 
man wounded — Pmate Nixon, who was away 
from headquarters as orderiy to General Qdiile. 

There were several others also, away as order- 
lies, either to Generak commanding Divisions or 
l^igades, or attached to the Field Td^raph 
Dqiartment, who had constant opportunities of 
sedng what was taking place on both sides of tiie 
river, and the editors are inddited to Private 
Webber, who was at the time an orderly to 
General Colvile, for the following account of the 
events, as he saw them, which led up to, and cul- 
minated in, the surrender of General Cronj6 and 
his ^itire force : 

''General Colvile and his three orderlies, of 
whom I was one, arrived at the Modder River 
from Jacobsdal at midni^t of Fdxnary i6^ and 
there bivouacked* We had not been there long 
before I heard a report to the effect that General 
Cron]6 had been forced to fight a severe rear- 
guard action on his way from Magerefontein, and 
at about two o'clock in the morning four mounted 
men arrived at the farmhouse iriiich served as 
General Colvile's headquarters, bringing instruc- 
tions from the Commander-in-Chief. 

''One of these was Lord Kitchener himself, 
who, it appears, had ridden over direct from the 
scene of the rear-guard action just alluded to. 

" As a result of these instructions we moved off 
in about an hour, and working along by the river. 
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dropped the Highland Brigade at a red building 
on the bank, while the General and Staff with 
some more Infantry, Artillery, and wagons, 
pushed on to a farmhouse close to one of the 
drifts. 

" Here we halted for the rest of the night ; but, 
being roused at daybreak by the troops moving 
about, and by the firing which had already broken 
out, we saddled-up and prepared to follow the 
General and his Staff. The 19th Brigade, under 
Major-General Smith-Dorrien, was already on the 
move, and was crossing the drift and getting into 
some broken ground among the trees on the 
right bank. 

" On reaching some rising ground we could 
see the enemy, about two miles off, near the 
opposite bank of the river, with all their cattle 
and horses running loose. 

"For the greater part of the day we waited 
about near the General and his Staff, who had 
taken upa position on a small kopje commanding 
a. fine view of the whole situation, his heliograph 
and flags being kept busy the whole time. 

"On the right the Artillery were engaged in 
driving the Boers into the river and shelling the 
banks, where they had sought cover, while the 
Highland Brigade, on one side, and the 19th 
Brigade on the other bank, were conducting the 
attack in a most gallant manner. The 6th Divi- 
sion, under Lieut. -General Kelly Kenny, which had 
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2lready been engaged vidi the enemy for six 
hoars the day before^ was now fitting him 
on flie noftfa faanl^ irfiile Sir Charles Knox's 
Fjrigide (13th), who were holding some kopjes 
away to the ri^t, together with some Moonted 
Infantry, were harassing his ri^t frrmt and flank. 

" By the end of the day, therefore, the Boers 
had lieen \ery heavily engaged from three sides, 
and the greater part of Oonje's force was now 
sfantio. 

"Daring Sunday, Fdxnary 18, the Rssfgj 
YcMkshire^ and Wdsh Regiments moved oat to 
die attack, and working roand to the a{^)er drift, 
in the enemV s rear, succeeded in taking posses- 
sion of it. 

"Up to this time tfie operations had been 
oat under the supei vision of Lord 



IQtchener, but iriien LcHd Roberts arrived frmn 
Jacobsdal on Fdbruaay 19 and took over the 
command a change took place. Infantry ^ving 
wqr to Artillery. 

"The enemy, iidio had now dug themselves 
trenches and caves in the river bank, were 
evidently holding a very strong position, for it 
was found imposable to withdraw any of the 
troc^is, which had by this time been pushed 
far forward, until after dark. 

"The next day, February 19, was devoted to a 
very heavy artillery bombsutlment from every 
point, bat a good deal oi sniping went on at th^ 
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same time from both sides. We orderlies had a 
fair amount of work, mostly carrying messages to 
officers commanding batteries or to the Naval 
Brigade, And while waiting for the reply we had 
an opportunity of sitting down by the gunners 
and watching their practice. It appears that they 
had orders to fire so many rounds an hour, 
because the fire was very regular, the range 
being passed on from one gun to another most 
s^tematically, and the effect of the fire noted, 
with many amusing comments, especially from 
the Bluejackets, who seemed to be continually 
trying to steal a march on some other gun near 
them. 

" Early in the day I was fortunate enough to be 
with some Field Artillery on the south side of the 
river while they were engaged in breaking up a 
large red building in the centre of the enemy's 
laager, and later on I saw the Naval guns, from 
the high ground on the north side of the river, 
near the 19th Brigade Headquarters, set some 
wagons alight, 

" It seems that Major-Gen. Sir John French 
arrived in time for his guns to join in before night- 
fall, but his force was principally engaged some 
distance to the north-east, near Osfontein, with a 
large force said to be a rescue-party from Natal, 

" In the middle of the day there was a genera! 
cease fire, General Cronje having asked for 
armistice to enable him to bury his dead, but on 
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the following morning, February 20, three 
batteries of Field Artillery and two Naval 12- 
pounders were brought up almost to within 
sniping range of the laager, while two 47 guns 
were engaged close by. 

" Down on the flat ground, between these guns 
and the laager, were General Smith Dorrien's 
headquarters, and it was here that the 7th Com- 
pany of Royal Engineers, under Colonel Barker, 
were busily engaged with pick and shovel, their 
pontoon being near at hand. These digging 
operations were helped by a bend in the river, 
by means of which a cutting was made along the 
bank, half way down, a£Fording a means of bring- 
ing men up towards the enemy's laager for about 
two hundred yards, under complete cover all the 
way. From this shelf trenches were cut inland 
and connected one with the other, and by this 
means a great saving of time and labour was 
effected. 

" From our (9th Division) Headquarters, some- 
what to the south of the position, we could watch 
the Shropshires and Gordons creeping up day by 
day closer to the laager, and from where we were 
lying it looked as if they had almost entered it. 

"Near the pontoon the balloon would, from time 
to time, make ascents, sometimes going up and 
down for a few minutes, three times in the morn- 
ing, and sometimes remaining up for a couple of 
hours. 
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"On the morning of February 21 we could 
hear a sharp musketry fire which was rather more 
than the usual sniping, and it appears that some 
of the Gloucester and Essex Regiments had 
moved up very close to the laager during 
the night, but had been obliged to retire at 
daylight. 

"The big hill to the north, the grass on which 
had been set fire to several times during the night, 
was now occupied by General French, and by 
this move the question of rescue was put out of 
serious consideration, 

" February 22 was spent much as the previous 
days had been, but the foilowing day was an espe- 
cially busy one. The balloon was constantly 
going up, and seemed to be so near the laager as 
to be able to look right into it, while the Gordons, 
Canadians and Shropshires had all pushed their 
trenches forward some distance. Reinforcements, 
too, were coming up in considerable strength 
from Bloemfontein, the troops on the north and 
north-east being somewhat heavily engaged by 
General De Wet, who lost a hundred men taken 
prisoners by the Buffs. 

" Sunday, the next day, was a particularly quiet 
one after a thoroughly wet night. The rain, which 
came down in torrents, had washed away several 
men's kits, and had caused the river to rise con- 
siderably, with the result that, when we went to 
water our horses, we were met by carcases of 
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mules, oxen, and horses coming down from the 
Boer laager. 

'^ When one reflects that this was the only water 
available for drinking purposes at that time, the 
marvel seems to be that any troops escaped 
enteric or typhoid. 

** On the following day preparations were made 
for the final assault, and just after dark General 
Colvile, with his Staff, wagon, and orderlies, 
moved across the flat space down to the river, 
near the pontoon. Two of the orderlies, with 
two spare horses, remained with the wagons on 
the south bank, while the other crossed over 
with the General to spend tlje night with the 
19th Brigade. Sniping continued all night, so 
that we were compelled to move right down close 
to the pontoon for cover. Here we waited all 
night for the General or one of his Staff to come 
across for a fresh horse till just before daylight, 
when a terrific fire of all sorts broke out, making 
a continuous roar instead of the usual rattle. 
This went on for about twenty minutes until it 
became daylight, the air just above us singing 
like a beehive. It then slackened, and in a few 
minutes ceased altogether. At this point General 
Colvile appeared at the pontoon, and taking a 
fresh horse galloped off to Lord Roberts' head- 
quarters, followed by his orderly. 

" It was now all over, the Canadians, Shrop- 
shires^ and Gordons having by their assault car^' 
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ried the laager, and, as the news spread from regi- 
ment to regiraent,the hills all round echoed with the 
cheers of the troops ; some of whom, the Colonials 
in particular, started the National Anthem. 

"After some waiting about, great crowds were 
seen coming across the flat country under escort. 
These were the prisoners — about 3800 in all — a 
very mixed company of all ages, most of them 
carrying a few belongings rolled up in blankets of 
ail colours, and some even bringing with them 
black bags and umbrellas. 

"When all the necessary arrangements had 
been made for the safe custody and transport of 
General Cronjc and his men to Modder River 
station. General Colvile, who had been joined by 
some other Staff Officers, rode off with his orderly 
about three miles up the river to the higher drift, 
where we crossed over to inspect the laager. 

"The place Wiis in a horrible condition, and the 
stench simply overpowering — broken and burned 
wagons, with their contents scattered about. All 
kinds of baggage, clothes, cutlery, and odds and 
ends were lying all over the place, besides any 
number of dead and dying animals, while at one 
place, where some wheels had passed over the 
loose earth thrown up out of the trenches, 1 saw 
two or three legs with boots attached protruding 
through the ground — the Boers, evidently, 
having thought it necessary to bury their 
very deep. 
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"Looting had been going on to some extent 
before we arrived, for Cavalrymen and Gunners 
could be seen carrying off anything they could lay 
their hands on, whether of any use or not ; — a 
white shirt, a shovel, a kettle, a thin driving-coat, 
or even a sun-bonnet. However, when the officers 
arrived this was all put a stop to. 

"It being my turn for duty, I was ordered to 
wait and watch for Lord Roberts and the Head- 
quarters Staff, who were expected, and to report 
their arrival to General Colvile, who had ridden 
off some distance, where the atmosphere and sur- 
roundings were less unpleasant. 

"After a lapse of about forty minutes Lord 
Roberts and Staff appeared on the opposite bank, 
making for the upper drift, and having reported 
this, 1 followed Genei^al Colvile and Staff down to 
meet the Commander-in-Chief, and then, being 
the only orderly present, rode round behind the 
whole party, while they thoroughly inspected the 
laager and trenches." 

Before leaving this part of the story there is an 
incident which is certainly worth recording. One 
evening, during the bombardment, a young Boer 
swam across the river to ask for an axe, saying 
that they had no means of chopping wood to 
make a fire for their hospital. His request being 
granted, he started to swim back, but had not 
gone far when it was perceived that he was being 
carried down by the current, which at the time 
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was very strong, on account of the recent heavy 
rains. Whereupon Private McCulloch,* who was 
at the time on orderly duty, jumped in and 
succeeded in bringing both the young man and 
his axe safely over to the laager. 

To return to the main body of the C.l.V.M.I. 
In common with all the troops at this place, they 
had been suffering the greatest discomfort from 
the almost incessant rains which had fallen since 
their arrival, in fact the men on more than one 
occasion found themselves sleeping in pools of 
water, and, to make matters worse, a dam on the 
left-hand side of the camp burst its banks and 
flooded all the lower part of the camp, where the 
officers' quarters and cook-house were situated. 

Colonel Le Gallais, who had come up to Paarde- 
berg in charge of a large convoy, formed his 
Mounted Infantry Brigade on Monday, P'eb- 
ruary 26, consisting of Kitchener's Horse, Nes- 
bitt's Horse, the 6th M.I., the 8th M.I., the 
N.S.W.M.I., and the C.l.V.M.I. 

This Brigade was ordered to march in the 
afternoon to a point about five miles up the river, 
on the south bank, not far from Osfontein. 

Colonel Cholraondeley's orders were to leave 
his horses under cover of a large kopje and to 
post his men along the bank with instructions to 
entrench themselves as best they could, 

* Now 2nd Lieaf. Highland Light Infantry, formerly 
champion University 
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In this position they remained until about three 
o'clock next morning, when heavy firing broke 
out, in consequence of the capture, by the Cana- 
dians, Gordons and Shropshires, of one of the 
enemy's advanced trenches on the north side of 
the laager. 

The firing soon became general, and continued 
right up to the time of the surrender ; and for a 
while the noise was deafening, as the big guns, 
which had been trained on the laager over night, 
joined in. 

The idea seems to have been that the enemy 
would make an attempt that night to break out, 
and join the reinforcements which had arrived 
from Natal and Bloemfontein, hence every man 
available was employed in order to make the 
cordon as complete as possible. The C.I.V.M.I., 
with the rest of Colonel Le Gallais' Brigade, were 
utilised to fill up a gap between the Highland 
Brigade and General French's troops. 

The men in charge of the horses that night had 
almost as much excitement as those in the firing- 
line, for when fighting began at daybreak the 
bullets came whistling overhead, very nearly 
causing a stampede. " Nesbitt's Horse," who were 
close by, lost several animals from the same cause. 

Soon after the " Cease fire " had sounded the 
men were taken back to camp, where they arrived 
shortly after seven o'clock, to find breakfast 
already prepared for them. 
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Corporal-Major Elliot, of the 2nd Life Guards, 
came to take over the duties of Sergeant-Major 
about this time, and continued with the C.I.V.M.I. 
until Sergeant-Major Rouse rejoined in April at 
Karree. 

In the course of the morning orders came that 
the C.I.V.M.I. were to furnish one hundred men 
as escort to the prisoners as far as Modder River, 
and to be ready to start at noon. 

Of these, about fifty men were told off to escort 
General Cronj6 and his wife, who rdde in a 
small canvas-covered cart, drawn by a gun-team 
of the Royal Field Artillery, whilst the other 
fifty kept watch on the rest of the mounted 
prisoners. 

The cart containing the General and his wife 
was always kept in the centre of the column, while 
Cronj6 himself was subject to the strictest guard — 
a sentry with fixed bayonet accompanying him 
every time he had occasion to leave his con- 
veyance. 

The escort with General Cronje left Paardeberg 
at noon and marched to the Guards' camp at Klip 
Kraal, where a brief halt was made, both the 
General and Mrs. Cronj6 being entertained with 
whiskies and sodas. From here the journey was 
continued, principally at the canter, until Klip 
Drift was reached, where they bivouacked for the 
night. At this time the Guards' Hospital Camp 
and Depot was stationed here under Major-Gen. Sir 
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Reginald Pole-Carew, into whose charge General 
Cronje was handed over for the night. 

On this first day of the journey to Modder, im- 
plicit orders were issued to Major-Gen. Sir George 
Pretyman, who was in charge of the escort, that, in 
the event of any attempt at a rescue by the enemy, 
who were known to be in force in the neighbour- 
hood, or escape on the part of the prisoner himself, 
he was to be at once shot down. 

Early the next morning the journey was re- 
sumed across the veldt to the Modder River 
station, which was reached about midday. 

The news had already preceded their arrival, 
and a large crowd, both of soldiers and natives, 
had assembled outside the camp to get a glimpse 
of the prisoners ; the natives, who had long suf- 
fered under the iron hand of General CronjS, who 
had been Superintendent of Native Affairs, held 
up their children and literally cursed him. 

The Boer General was handed over by the escort 
to Major-General Douglas, who was in command 
at Modder River, and within an hour was on his 
way to Cape Town under a fresh escort, composed 
of the Northampton Regiment. 

The remainder of the prisoners, who were 
travelling on foot, under the escort of the Guards, 
did not arrive until next day. A few of the 
leaders, however, were permitted to ride, and 
these were in charge of the remaining fifty men of 
the C.I.V.M.l., under Lieutenants Moeller and 
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Berry, who were responsible with (heir lives for 
the safety of these prisoners, to the Earl of Errol, 
who was in supreme command of this detach- 
ment. These leaders included Major Albrecht 
and Commandants Wolmarans, Martens, Vilmeroy 
and Roos, 

Meantime, the remainder of the C.I.V.M.I. 
stayed at Paardeberg for about two days more, 
and then marched with Colontl Le Gallais' 
M.I. to Osfontein, a farm about two or three 
miles above the Boer laager, on the south side of 
the river. Here they remained until March 7, 
encamped near a kopje that afforded shelter on 
three sides, being very nearly the shape of a 
horseshoe. 

Here, as at Paardeberg, the weather was very 
bad. The worst storm occurred on Sunday night, 
March 4, and began just as the escort from 
Modder arrived at the old camp at Paardeberg to 
find it deserted. 

As usual, the storm was preceded by a whirlwind, 
which promptly carried away such shelters as the 
men had been able to set up, and before these 
could be repaired the rain came down in torrents, 
washing away almost everything that happened to 
be lying on the ground. 

In the middle of this downpour the escort, 
which had been groping its way in the darkness 
from Paardeberg, crawled into camp, and when 
the rain had subsided a little every one lent a hand 
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to get them food and coffee and to help them tie 
up their horses. 

During the next day Captain Reid and a party, 
consisting for the most part of No, 3 section, 
No. I Company, left for Kimberley as escort to a 
convoy of sick, and did not rejoin until April 22 
at Karree Kloof. 

The same afternoon the Naval Brigade, under 
Capt. Bearcroft, R.N., with four 4.7 guns, three of 
which were named respectively "Bobs," "Joe 
Chamberlain," and "Ally Sloper," came into the 
camp, and after "parking" their wagons set 
about making a road up the kopje at the front 
of the camp, so as to be able to haul their guns 
into position on the top. 

Lord Roberts and Staff had been round pre- 
viously, evidently with a view to selecting the best 
position from which to shell the enemy, who were 
in the neighbourhood in considerable force under 
De Wet. 

On the following morning, March 7, the force 
paraded at half-past two, each man carrying two 
days' rations, and at daylight the Naval guns, 
which had been placed in position overnight, 
opened fire upon the Seven Sisters kopjes. 

The C.l.V.M.l. with the rest of the M.l. were 
kept waiting for some time to enable the Cavalry 
under General French, supported by the Sixth 
Division, to envelop the enemy's left. They then 
moved off at a canter as escort to a Brigade 
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Division of Artillery, the remainder of General 
Pole-Carew's Division following in due time. 

The enemy soon discovered themselves by 
throwing a few shells right into the ranks of 
C.I.V.M.I, and so dangerously near the guns, to 
which they formed the escort, that the latter had 
^o be hurriedly moved to the left to be nearer the 
protection of the advancing Infantry. Asamatter 
of fact, the enemy had got the range so accurately 
that two of their shells struck the ground in the 
very wheel-marks the guns had just left. 

At this point the C.I.V.M.I. were despatched to 
try to prevent the enemy getting the gun away, 
but by the time they reached the kopje it was 
found that it had already been removed. 

The veldt about this part was covered with long 
grass, and numbers of buck and wild fowl were 
put up, reminding every one of unappeased appe- 
tites, but there was no stopping, as the enemy were 
now in full retreat, and it was necessary to pursue 
them with all speed, in the hope that defeat might 
become a rout. 

Soon after this some of their trenches were dis- 
covered, evidently freshly dug and probably never 
occupied, the large number of spades, picks, and 
cases of ammunition showing the hurry with 
which they had been abandoned. A few tents 
and deserted wagons, too, were found, and, as 
there was a short halt at this point, every one 
took the opportunity of collecting flour, forks, 
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spoons, and cooking implements that the Boers 
in their haste to get off had left behind. 

By this time one or two men had dropped 
behind; as tl^e going proved too fast for their 
horses, for, ever since the start, the advance had 
been carried out at the trot or canter with scarcelv 
a halt. 

One party of the enemy had already crossed 
the river and were raising the dust in the distance 
away to the left ; their main body still pushing 
on ahead and keeping to the flat country near the 
river bank. The C.I . V. M . I . were then sent away to 
the right, through a nek in the ridge of kopjes, and 
on arriving, found the enemy's convoy in full 
retreat about three miles away. With the aid of 
glasses it was possible to make out the drivers 
riding alongside and sjamboking the trek oxen, and 
very soon afterwards bales of forage, sacks, luggage, 
and dead or dying oxen were found, showing once 
more how hard pressed the Boers were. 

As soon as the Artillery came up the guns were 
unlimbered and the enemy vigorously shelled. 
Meantime a party of M.I. of the Lancashire Regi- 
ment with the C.I.V.M.I. were sent off at the 
gallop to occupy some kopjes on the right, with a 
view to cutting off the enemy in that direction, 
but when they arrived it was found that the Boers 
had too great a start already, so the men were 
ordered back and bivouacked for the night near 
<^me cattle kraals. 
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This fight, generally known as Poplar Grove, 
very nearly resulted in the capture both of Mr. 
Krugerand Mr. Steyn, who u'cre with the enemy, 
trying by every means in their power to persuade 
them to fight. Some said they saw the white- 
hooded Cape-cart in which these two gentlemen 
fled to Bloemfontein ; but this, of course, is only 
conjecture. In the course of the afternoon, how- 
ever, the Russian and Dutch Military Attaches 
with the Transvaal Government claimed Lord 
Roberts' protection, the horses in the cart in 
which they were travelling having been killed by 
shell fire. 

For two days, March 8 and 9, the troops halted 
at Poplar Grove, and on March 10 the advance 
to Bloemfontein was resumed, the force being 
divided into three columns, the C.l.V.M.I. with 
Colonel Le Gallais' M.I. forming part of the 
centre, which was to march through Driefontein, 
Assvogel's Kop and Venter's Vlei. 

At Driefontein, which was reached on the 
evening of March ro, there was ;i sharp engage- 
ment, the Boers having taken up a strong posi- 
tion, with a Creusot and other guns, on a ridge of 
kopjes from which they were not dislodged until 
quite late in the day, when the 1st Battalions of 
the Essex and Welsh Regiments stormed the 
position in a most gallant manner, supported by 
the and Battalion of the Buffs. 

Between this place and Bloemfontein the 
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C.I.V.M.L, acting as escort to the siege-train, ex- 
perienced some very trying night marches, made 
all the harder by the fact that rain fell heavily and 
the going was consequently very bad. 

To take one day as an example. The men 
paraded at half-past three in the afternoon, just as 
the first wagon of the train they were escorting 
began to cross the drift. By nine that night, five 
and a half hours later, they had not covered one 
mile. Amid a heavy and continuous fall of rain, 
which began at about four o'clock in the afternoon 
and lasted throughout the entire night, the men 
were on the march until seven o'clock the next 
morning when they " oflF saddled," having covered 
no more than fifteen miles in fifteen hours. 
During this march the greatest difficulty was 
experienced in keeping both men and horses 
awake. 

Bloemfontein was reached on March 14, and 
the C.I.V.M.L bivouacked at Brand's Kop about 
four miles south-west of the town. 

This was found to be a pleasant situation for 
a camp, being well sheltered by kopjes and trees. 
Brand's Farm was close by, and from it, for a 
time, poultry and eggs could be obtained. 

Leave was given to a certain number of men to 
go into the town each day, with the result that for 
some days several would be missing at "Lights 
out," and not turn up until next morning, the 
reason being that they had made for the wrong 
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kopje after leaving the town and had lost their 

way in trying to get hack to camp. 

Both men and horses greatly appreciated the 
rest at Brand's Kop, and every opportunity was 
taken of laying in such stores its could be obtained 
in Bloemfontein in spite of the high prices charged 
for everything. 

Like the rest of the troops who had marched 
with Lord Roberts from Enslin and Paardeberg, 
the C.LV.M.L suffered heavily from enteric both 
here and at Karree Kloof, their next standing camp, 
A very large proportion of the cases, no doubt, 
had their origin in the polluted water which every- 
one was compelled to drink at Paardeberg.' 

On March 28, after a rest of two weeks, orders 
were issued for an advance, in the first instance, 
to Glen, a place on the Modder about fourteen 
miles from Bloemfontein, and after\vards to Karree. 

The whole Brigade paraded about seven o'clock 
and marched through Bloemfontein by way of 
the native location, arriving at Glen about mid- 
day. 

After a halt of about three hours the order was 
given to push forward in company with the 
Cavalry, which had just come up, and leaving the 
main track at this point, the route lay in a north- 
easterly direction over some very rough ground. 

The Column continued to push on until about 
* Lieutenant Brailcy !ef( the detachment at Bloemfontein, 
and was shortly aflLTwards invalided home. 



56 CITY IMPERIAL VOLUNTEERS 

midnight, when the C.I.V.M.I. found themselves 
bivouacking next to the Carabineers and Scots 
Greys, who moved o£F again at about two o'clock 
next morning. 

At daybreak the C.I.V.M.I. crossed the river, 
which was close by, and after proceeding for a 
mile or two came up with the Infantry of the 14th 
Brigade under General Sir Herbert Chermside, 
which consisted of the Norfolks, Lincolns, Hamp- 
shires, and K.O.S.B.S. 

The advance then began from the river, and 
continued for some distance over very broken 
ground, thickly covered with thorn bushes, until 
the railway was reached. 

On this occasion Colonel Cholmondeley and his 
M.I. were detached from Colonel Le Gallais' com- 
mand, for, whilst he, taking with him the first 
pom-pom used by the British during the war, was 
engaged in turning the enemy's left flank, the 
C.I.V.M.I. together with Kitchener's and a few of 
Nesbitf s Horse reconnoitred the advance of the 
Seventh Division which was moving direct upon the 
enemy's position. This position was found to be 
exceptionally strong, and held with determination. 

It is noteworthy that two of our scouts. Colonials 
conversant with the country, and fairly quick of 
eye, rode right up the nek into the Boer position 
not only without being fired upon but even with- 
out discovering that it had been held ; they then 
rode quietly back reporting " all clear." 
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Very soon after, however, Leiutenant Manisty's 
section drew fire and the Infantry, extending for 
attack, were hotly engaged. The defence was 
stubborn and it w;is not until the losses were con- 
siderable on both sides and Colonel Le Gallais' 
turning movement began to be felt that much 
impression was made ; then, indeed, the enemy 
were soon in full retreat across the plain to Brand- 
fort, leaving the Karree and Spytfontein range in 
Lord Roberts' hands. 

This range the Seventh Division continued to 
hold until the time came for the general advance 
from Bloemfontein, the Infantry and Artillery 
entrenching themselves upon the hills commanding 
the railway while the M.I. extended some three or 
four miles along the ridge eastward nearly to Klein 
Ospruit. 

This was a time of constant interest and excite- 
ment. Across the plain, only a few miles away, 
were the Boer forces, their laagers plainly visible, 
by day large bodies of horsemen patrolling the 
plain and watching every movement in the British 
lines, by night the sky frequently lit up by rockets 
of different colour, tire signals, lamps, &c., while 
additional excitement was furnished by the news 
of the defeat at Sanna's Post, not many miles 
distant on the right, and the order to be prepared 
for an attack. 

Once only, however, was an attack attempted 
by some three hundred of the enemy on the 
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extreme right held by the 8th M J. Major Ross 
in command easily beat this oS, and it was after- 
wards supposed that it was a feint to cover the 
arrival of the victorious commando from Sauna's 
Post, bringing in the captured guns. 

Almost immediately after the occupation of 
Karree the re-organisation of the M.L into a 
Division under General Sir Ian Hamilton began, 
and Colonel I>e Gallais having been summoned 
to Bloemfontein to take up the duties of Assistant 
Adjutant-General, the command of the M.L at 
Spytf ontein devolved upon Colonel Cholmondeley. 
ITiis command included — I>e Lisle's M.I. ; Ross' 
M.I. ; Kitchener's Horse, Colonel Legge ; 
N.S.W.M.R., C.I.V.M.I., and a pom-pom under 
Captain Stirling, RJV. ; whilst Captain Brazier 
Creagh of the Indian Sta£F Corps was Sta£F-o£Gicer. 
Appointed to the command of a Colonial Corps 
this last-named officer was, but a few days later, 
killed at the head of his men, to the great regret of 
all who knew him, the same sad fate being reserved 
both for Colonel Legge and for Colonel Le Gallais 
himself, whilst Major Ross was most severely 
wounded. 

Under the new re-organisation scheme Colonels 
De Lisle, Legge, and Ross, had each been given 
the command of an M.I. Corps. 

During this period the work was of an excep- 
tionally heavy nature, only ninety-five men being 
available for duty, and of these seventy-five were 
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On duty every night. Moreover, during the day the 
usual patrols and observation posts had to be sup- 
plied in common with the rest of Colonel Le 
Gallais' M.I., which, as already stated, occupied the 
most advanced position north of Bloemfontein. 

The most attractive work was, no doubt, watch- 
ing the enemy from the observation or Cossack 
posts. 

Four men would draw rations overnight for the 
next day, and ride out, before daybreak, a few miles 
to a kopje from which avery larye stretch of veldt 
could be seen, extending from the town of Brand- 
fort, which lay among the hills, to the left, across 
to the range away on the right in the direction of 
the Waterworks. 

From this post the Boers could be seen daily 
riding about the country just in front and visiting 
the farms in the district, all of which were, of 
course, flying the white flag, and it was also 
observed that two or three men were posted 
every day on a hill away in the distance, 
evidently a Cossack post on their side, while 
from Brandfort a patrol of about twenty men, said 
to be Johannesburg Police, used to ride round the 
position, visit this post and return, generally with 
afewcaftle which they "commandeered" from the 
neighbouring farms. 

It was quite a treat to watch the Australians at 
work; for, instead of patrolling a section of the 
British front over a space of three or four miles, 
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they would sometimes disappear over the sky-Hne 
in the distance for an hour or more, and then, 
after hearing shots fired, one would see them 
galloping back for cover, dismounting at inter- 
vals, firing a few more shots, and then going on 
with their patrol as if nothing had happened. This 
Contingent certainly kept the enemy on the move, 
and themselves too, for the matter of that, and 
there is a dash about their M'ork which is most in- 
teresting to watch ; on one occasion they went so 
far out that on their return the General, who had 
ridden out to the observation post, said they were 
Boers, and would have ordered the pom-pom out 
had he not l>een reassured by the C.I.V.M.I. picket, 
who had been watching them for some two hours, 
and who had, in fact, "spoken " them as they passed 
the kopje on their way out. 

It was during one of these patrols that the Boers, 
lying in wait for the Australians, fired into them, 
killing one of their horses ; the dismounted man 
sprang up behind a comrade and alt galloped away 
pursued by the Boers. Suddenly in front appeared 
a strong barbed wire boundary fence, five or six 
strands high. The Boers made sure of their prey ; 
but the Australians, riding without hesitation at 
the wire, cleared it, every one of them, the horse 
carrying two men as gallantly as the rest. 

Needless to say, these were no Cape ponies or 
Argentines, but fine Australian horses ; indeed, it 
was impossible not to be filled with admiration at 
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the way this contingent was mounted, many of 
the horses in the ranks being high-class steeple- 
chase animals of bone and substance, and oi a 
very fine stamp. 

One particular farm, which belonged to a man 
named Marais, used to be regularly visited by 
the Australians, who couid never understand 
why their carefully-laid schemes for trapping the 
Boers, who were known to come there for bread, 
never succeeded, until one day it was noticed that, 
whenever they were there, a little boy was always 
sent to play on the flat roof under the shadow of 
the ever-present white flag. They therefore one 
evening took the child back with them to camp, 
with the result that when they were laying in wait 
next morning at the farm, they succeeded in 
shooting no less than seven of the enemy, who, not 
seeing the usual warning (the boy on the roof), 
had ridden up unsuspectingly. 

Easter was spent at Karree Kloof, and was 
marked by an elaborate Church Parade on Easter 
Sunday and some excellent sports, followed by a 
Camp-fire Concert, on Easter Monday. 

In order that every one of the C.I. V.M.I, might 
be free on Easter Monday, an arrangement was 
made with the 8th M.I., who were encamped close 
by, that they should do all the duties for both on 
Monday it the C.l.V.M.I. did the same on the 
Sunday. 

Rain, unfortunately, fell heavily on Monday 
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afternoon, but not before the greater part of the 
programme had been very successfully carried 
through ; it happily left off in time to enable the 
concert to be held round a huge wood fire, which 
helped to dry every one's wet clothes. 

During the next few days orders were received 
for one company, with Headquarters, to return to 
Bloemfontein for the purpose of being attached, 
as corps troops, to Lord Roberts' Headquarters 
Staff, while the other company was to remain at 
Karree, to be posted as part of Lieutenant Genera! 
Sir Charles Tucker's (7lh) Division,' 

From this time the two companies remained 
practically distinct until August i8, when they 
mobilised at Pretoria. 

At this point, before proceeding farther, it is 
convenient to go back and trace the history of the 
two Sections 3 and 4 of No. 2 Company, the 
machine-guns and Captain Reid's party. 

When Colonel Cholmondeley and six sections 
of the C.I.V.M.I. left Cape Town on February 9, 
there remained behind three officers, Lieu- 
tenants Henderson, Duncan Baillie and Wellby 
(machine-guns), and about a hundred men, who 
were unable to proceed to the front until the 
arrival of the Arioslo, which was bringing out their 
saddlery and equipment. 

On February 19, just ten days later, this detach- 

* Sergeant Stallard went into hospital a Karree, and was 
'ubsequently mvalided home. 
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ment, under Lieutenant Wellby, left Cape Town 
for Stellenbosch ; sixty men went by train while 
the remainder travelled with the horses by road. 

At Stellenbosch they remained about a fort- 
night collecting horses, saddlery and equipment of 
every description, preparatory to a move north as 
soon as they were ready ; and on March 5 orders 
were received for them to entrain that evening 
and proceed north, but no information was given 
as to their actual destination. After a journey of 
two days and nights they reached De Aarjunction, 
and were there ordered to detrain and prepare to 
march off at five o'ciock that evening as escort to a 
small convoy to Springf ontein, a place about fifteen 
miles north, where they would find some Australian 
M.l. and half a battalion of the Suffolks. 

The road lay over some very rough country, and 
it was a great satisfaction to see that the machine- 
guns could stand the knocking about in spite of 
their extremely light carriages and limbers. 

After bivouacking a few hours the detachment 
moved off again next morning at four o'clock, 
and, in company with the Australians, marched on 
to Britstown, where they found two companies of 
the C.I.V. Infantry, some Artiilery, and Warwick 
M.l. These troops had been hurried up to this 
place in consequence of a smart attack on the 
small garrison a few days previous, and it was 
feared that the Boers might make a further attempt 
on the town. After remaining here four or five 
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days, Lieutenant Wellby received orders on March 
15 to escort a telegraph section with a few M.l. 
and machine-guns, under Lieutenant Bannerman, 
on the road to Prieska. Moving ofiE at four 
o'clock, in the dark, they came to a farm called 
Houwater, where they found some Ca\'alry and 
Yeomanry which had come up the previous day. 
Here they halted till half-past three that afternoon, 
during which time many more troops arrived with 
Lord Kitchener in command. After marching for 
the remainder of that day and the next they reached 
Omdraisvlei, where they halted over Sunday before 
taking part in the advance on Prieska. The next 
morning, Monday, the party moved, off at half-past 
five,and marched to Dornberg, a point about t\^-elve 
miles distant, where a halt was made for water- 
ing and feeding the horses and drawing rations. 
During this halt an order was issued to the effect 
that a start would be made in one hour for all 
those who had fit horses, as the Boers were said 
to be still at Prieska. Two days rations were 
drawn, nose-bags filled, and af half-past ten a start 
was made with the Australian M.l. as advanced 
scouts, followed by the 7th Dragoon Guards. 
After a quarter of an hour's walk the order was 
given to trot, but as the "going" was very rough, 
a halt of five minutes had to be made before going 
far, in order to enable the machine-guns and other 
wheeled conveyances, such as light ambulances, to 
come up. 
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Once over the rough groimd the pace was again 
quickened to a gallop, and continued until about 
fifteen miles had been covered, when another short 
halt was made. 

Moving on again, those whose horses were 
still able to gallop pushed on as hard as they 
could for Prieska, but the last five or six miles told 
very severely on the horses, especially those of the 
7th Dragoon Guards, which had but recently 
landed ; some of the riders, whose animals had 
fallen, could be seen trying to bring them on their 
legs again, but in most cases without avail ; so, 
having stripped off the saddles and bridles, they 
either left them to die or sat by in vain hopes of 
recovery. 

At length, after a ride of nearly forty miles, 
Prieska was reached, but, aias ! too late ; the Boers 
had, as usual, fled without firing a shot, leaving an 
empty town gaily decorated with white flags ! 

It is worthy of note that in this forced march 
the C.I.V.M.I. detachment only lost one horse, 
thus proving the foresight of buying native 
ponies. 

After waiting two days at Prieska the whole 
force divided — one portion, under Colonel Mahon, 
going northwards as the main body of the M;ife- 
king relief column ; while the remainder, inchiding 
the C.I.V.M.I. detachment, retniced their road to 
De Aar. The large number of led horses bore 
witness to the severe strain which they had under- 
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gone, and three days and three nights' rain did not 
tend to improve matters. 

De Aar was reached on March 27, and here the 
party rested for a day to refit as far as possible, 
and on the afternoon of March 29 entrained for 
Norval's Pont, which was reached on the following 
day. 

At this point. Captain Reid and his party, who 
had come down from Kimberley to Naauwpoort by 
train, rode in with remounts and took over the 
command, starting for Bloemfontein next morning. 

Acting alternately as flank-guard, rear-guard, or 
escort to Artillery, Bloemfontein was reached on 
April 1 1 after an uneventful march, and here they 
remained until April 21, when Captain Reid, 
Lieutenant Wellby and the men belonging to 
No. I Company, proceeded to Karree Kloof, the 
machine-guns having already gone up by rail, 
while the remainder, which consisted of Sections 
3 and 4 of No. 2 Company, awaited the arrival of 
the Headquarters and the other half of their 
Company. 



CHAPTER III 

Headquarters and No. 2 Company from Bloemfon- 
tein to Pretoria and Diamond Hill — The Winburg 
Column — Thaba-N'chu — Houtnek — Jacohsrust — 
2and River — Kroorstad — Lindley — Heilbron — 
The Vaal — Reunion with Headquarters, Doorukop 
—Diamond Hill. 

At half-past eight on Sunday morning (April 22), 
Colonel Cholmondeley, Ihe Headquarters, and 
Sections i and 2 of No. 2 Company left Karree 
Kloof for Bloemfontein, where they were to join 
Sections 3 and 4, who had, as already stated, 
arrived, after taking part in the Prieska expedition 
under Lord Kitchener, 

The united Company and Headquarters was 
made up as follows, the Company being then in a. 
position to take up their duties as Corps troops to 
the Headquarters Staff : 

Lieut. -Colonel Cholmondelev. 

Captain Bell (Adjutant). 

Suryeon- Captain Rvan. 

Veterinary- Lieu ten ant Mulvev. 
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Lieutenant and Quartermaster Ridler. 

Sergeant- Major Rouse. 

Quartermaster-Sergeant Tomkins. 

Transport-Sergeant Betts.* 

Farrier- Sergeant ALDER.t 

Sergeant-Cook Prentice. 

Captain Waterlow. 

Colour- Sergeant McDonell. 

Wo. I Section. 
Lieutenant Manisty. 



(Corporal Buckle). 

No. 2 Section. 
Lieutenant Concanom. 
Sergeant Garrard. 



No. 3 Section. 
Lieutenant Henderson. 
Sergeant Read. 



No. 4 Section. 
Lieut Duncan-Baillie. 
Sergeant Pugh. 



The first halt, after leaving Karree, was at Quin's 
Farm, near Glen, where the detachment bivou- 
acked for the night, marching into camp on the 
south-eastern side of Bloemfontein next day. 
Tuesday was spent in getting the Company into 
working order, and in the afternoon several of the 
men walked over to look up friends in the C.LV. 
Battalion, which had arrived up country the 
previous night, and had camped close at hand. A 
party also went oflF, under the Quartermaster- 

* Went into hospital at Bloemfontein, rejoined with 
draft at Smaldeel in August 
t Went into hospital at Bloemfontein. Invalided home. 
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Sergeant, to draw clothing, a great many men, by 
this time, being reduced to rags. 

On Wednesday, April 25, the Infantry passed 
the camp about eleven o'clock on their way to 
Glen, greatly excited at the prospect of taking 
part in the general advance to Pretoria, and soon 
after, Colonel Cholmondeley received orders from 
Major-General Sir E. T. Hutton for eighty men to 
go away on duty under Captain Waterlow at once. 
In three-quarters of an hour this detachment 
paraded, and at mid-day marched off to Springfield 
with one Scotch cart, to be followed later in the 
day by a wagon under Lieutenant Concanon and 
eight men. In the afternoon Lord Roberts rode 
up to inspect his Corps troops, to find only about 
twenty men left. He was much annoyed at this, 
the detachment having been sent away under a 
mistake, and there is a report that he sent out 
orders for them to return, but without success. 

Now to follow the fortunes of this detachment, 
which consisted of — ■ 

Captain Waterlow, 
Colour- Serge ant McDonell, 
Lieutenant Concanon, Lieutenant Henderson, 
Lieutenant Duncan-Baillie, 
Sergeant Garrard, Sergeant Read, 
Sergeant Pogh, 
and about eighty rank and tile, and which, to avoid con- 
fusion, will be called No. 2 Company. 
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The orders were to march to Springfield and 
report to Colonel Legge at the camp of the New 
Zealand M.R., but on arriving there it was found 
that he had gone on to Bushman's Kop, and a 
hall was therefore called in order to rest the 
horses. The majority of the New Zealand M.R. 
were in the vicinity of Thaba N'chu with General 
French, but the few still in camp did all they 
could in the shape of preparing a meal, and kept 
up the gi^eat reputation the Colonials have for 
hospitality. After tea the march was resumed to 
Bushman's Kop, which was reached at ten o'clock 
that night, a distance, altogether, of nearly twenty 
miles. After a search, Colonel Legge was dis- 
covered, but seemed to know nothing about the 
orders, and had not expected the arrival of the 
Company at Springfield. 

The following morning reveille was at four 
o'clock, and, Captain Waterlow having decided 
to go on with Colonel Legge, the march was 
resumed at five to Thaba N'chu, which was 
reached at half-past five in the evening, a halt 
being made on the way at the Waterworks, where 
the disaster to General Broadwood's Brigade had 
occurred. The march, though hard, was most 
interesting, as there was evidence all along the 
road of the severe fighting that had taken place, 
one of the men on the flank finding a rifle with 
magazine charged and a bandolier, close to Israel's 
Poort. The Company had by this lime put forty 
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miles at least between themselves and Bloera- 
fontein, and there was but little chance of their 
being overtaken ; in fact, considerable uneasiness 
was felt by Headquarters as to their safety. 

Captain Waterlow duly reported his arrival to 
the officer commanding the troops, and the Com- 
pany was attached to Major-General Sir Ian Hamil- 
ton's command. The day following was a day of 
rest, many of the men obtaining leave to go into 
the town of Thaba N'chu, which is a great trading 
place with the Basutos, and consequently well 
provided with different stores, in the evening 
there was an alarm for Kitchener's Horse, who 
were bivouacking next to No. 2 Company, and 
had to go out to resciie a party of their men 
who were surrounded by the Boers on a kopje 
not far away. Several riderless horses, with 
saddles and bridles on, came into camp during ■ 
the night, and as no one claimed them, pre- 
sumably their riders had been shot some time 
during the day. However, these came in very 
useful for remounts, 

Saturday, the next day, the Company formed 
part of the escort to an empty mule convoy going 
to the Waterworks for rations, the remainder of 
the escort being composed of a detachment of 
Kitchener's Horse and some of the 8th M.I. The 
convoy moved off at ten o'clock, arriving at its 
destination at four, halting on the east side of the 
Modder. Shortly afterwards the ox convoy from 
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Bloemfontein started coming over the drift, and 
until half-past three next morning the escort was 
employed in transferring the stores, &c., to the 
mule wagons, the convoy marching off on its 
return to Thaba N'chu at a quarter to five, and 
arriving about four o'clock in the afternoon, after 
two days very heavy work. The Company 
returned to camp and five days rations were 
drawn during the evening, ready for the general 
advance the following morning. 

On Monday, April 30, the troops under the 
command of General Ian Hamilton, from this 
time onwards known as the Winburg Column, 
and which was made up of 

2nd Cavalry Brigade . Brigadier-General Broadwood, 
2nd M.I. Brigade . . Brigadier-General Ridley, 
igth Brigade (Infantry) Major-General Smith-Dorrien, 
2ist Brigade (Infantry) Major-General Bruce Hamilton, 
(This last Brigade joined after Houtnek), 

2.5-inch Guns (cow-guns), 

And Divisional Troops, 

paraded shortly after three in the morning and 
marched off at five o'clock. 

No. 2 Company was attached as escort to P 
Battery R.H.A., and two days after were con- 
firmed permanently in that position until they 
joined the 21st Brigade at Johannesburg. 

The advance took a northerly direction, and all 
went well till just after ten o'clock, when it was 
found that the Boers, under Botha, were defend- 
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ing a position at Houtnek, their right resting on 
Thaba Mountain. P Battery was immediately 
pushed forward, almost up to the Nek, with the 
mountain on their left. Soon the Boers turned 
their fire on the guns — a pom-pom from the 
right and rifle-fire from the woods on the slopes 
of the hill, to the left. The guns changed direc- 
tion, shelling the woods and searching the moun- 
tain side until dusk. Very little cover was obtain- 
able for the teams, limbers, and horses of the 
escort, and, considering the incessant patter of 
bullets, the casualties in this part of the field were 
slight, P Battery losing one gun-horse and one 
mule attached to an ammunition-cart, while the 
escort had two men wounded. Privates Maitland 
and Holder, and two horses killed. 

To remain inactive under fire hour after hour, 
and occasionally seeing a man or a horse hit, is 
rather trying. At times the fire was so hot that 
the gunners were obliged to leave their guns for a 
while and take what shelter they could among the 
rocks. Having very little to do, it was possible to 
notice what was going on in other parts of the 
field. To the left rear were the guns of the Field 
Artillery covering the advance of General Smith- 
Dorrien's Brigade in their attack on Thaba Hill, 
which was being so stubbornly held that at night- 
fall all the troops maintained their positions ready 
to carry on the assault next morning. 

Early in the afternoon the fiashing of a helio- 
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graph halfway up the mountain caught the eye, 
and it was thought that it was a message from the 
troops attacking on that side to denote their 
position to the Artillery. However, this was not 
the case. The Boers from the top of the moun- 
tain were able to make out the transport, which 
was at that time outspanned at a Spruit some two 
miles in rear of the firing-line, but which, on 
account of the formation of the ground, could not 
be seen by their Artillerymen, who were working a 
" Long Tom " on their extreme left, and were sig- 
nalling this information to their gunners, who 
promptly replied by placing a shell in the very 
middle of the wagons, which struck the box- 
seat of the Company's wagon and knocked off 
a large piece, as well as wounding Private White- 
head, the cook, in the foot. However, all firing 
ceased as darkness set in and the guns were with- 
drawn about four hundred yards and the horses 
sent down to water. The men did the best they 
could with biscuits and bully beef, washed down 
with water, as, owing to the proximity of the 
enemy, no fires were allowed, and consequently 
no tea could be made. Having partaken of this 
Spartan fare, all, to use an army expression, "got 
down to it," the "it" in this case being the sleep 
of the dog-tired sort, although, as a matter of fact, 
many a man snatched an hour's sleep during the 
actual fight. 

Before daybreak the following morning the 
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horses were taken down to water, and at six 
o'clock the guns came into action again in almost 
the same position. About nine a ringing cheer 
high above proclaimed that Thaba Mountain had 
been carried, and that the Boers were in retreat. 
Shortly before this a Boer gun had been dis- 
covered to the right, and a section, or two guns, 
was sent away to deal with it, accompanied by 
one section of the CI. V.M.I, as escort. Crossing 
a bit of open ground, Private Spratt was shot 
through the thigh, but at his own request was not 
reported wounded, and was hardly excused duty. 
He had a fortunate escape, as the bullet not only 
penetrated his thigh but exploded two cartridges 
in his pocket, neither of which did any damage. 
The only casualties, in addition to this, were 
two horses killed and several water-bottles shot 
through. The Boers were soon made to change 
their position, and the two gnns coming back, the 
whole battery moved on through the Nek, seeing 
in the distance the dust thrown up by the retreat- 
ing enemy, and finally halting at jacobsrust, where 
the 2ist Brigade, under Major-General Bruce 
Hamilton, consisting of Camerons, Sutlolks, 
Derbys, and C.I.V. Infantry, had just arrived, 
having marched across from Glen. No doubt 
their advance had, in a way, assisted in the Boer 
retreat ; yet, had they arrived two hours sooner, 
there would have been a very fair chance of 
capturing a great part of the Boer convoy. 
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A sad incident in connection with this fight 
was the loss the Gordons sustained in Captain 
Towse, who fell at the head of his men, shot 
through both eyes, just as they were on the point 
of reaching the top of the mountain. The grief 
of his men bore eloquent testimony to the respect 
and affection in which they held him, and'it must 
be some small consolation for their irretrievable 
loss that a grateful country has recognised his 
gallantry, by awarding him the Victoria Cross, 

Two remarkable cases of narrow escapes from 
shell-fire came under the personal notice of one 
of the editors on this occasion. In one instance, 
a shell struck the rolled blanket on the back of a 
private in the Royal Canadians, carrying it away, 
but, beyond throwing him to the ground, doing 
him no other damage whatever. In the other 
case, one of Riraington's Guides happened to be 
sitting on an ant-hill, when a shell went right into 
it, and although it likewise upset him and covered 
him with dust, he too was unharmed. 

The whole of Wednesday the troops rested at 
Jacobsrust, and the Winburg Column was aug- 
mented by the 2nd Cavalry Brigade under General 
Broadwood, who had with him Q Battery R.H,A. 
This battery, after the disaster at Koorn Spruit, 
where they lost two guns, had been made up to 
full strength by taking over the only gun of U 
Battery saved from the fight, together with a new 
gun just arrived from England, the places of the 
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wounded men being filled up by details of Q and 
U, which had been left in Bloerafontein. P Bat- 
tery, to which Xo. 2 Company were now attached 
permanently as escort, were posted to the 2nd 
Ca^-aI^y Brigade on this date, a very fortunate 
thing for Xo. 2, as it insured them always being 
right up in the first line, and being with guns, they 
were generally in some commanding position, 
where a very good view of the different fights was 
sure to be obtained. Twenty men under Lieu- 
tenant Concanon were sent off from this place on 
escort dutj' to Bioemfontein, with prisoners cap- 
tured during the two days fighting at Houtnek. 
Supplies came up, and three days rations and 
forage were drawn in readiness for a further 
advance the next day. 

Reveille went at a quarter-past four the follow- 
ing morning, and the column marched at half- 
past five to Isabellafontein, arriving in camp about 
three in the afternoon. This was a pleasant 
march across good veldt with very good water, 
while signs of cultivation were not tt-anting. The 
only excitement was a Mounted Infantry skirmish. 

On Friday, May 4, the mounted men moved 
off at a quarter-past six, moving in the usual 
"harrow" formation, with inter\'als of ten to 
fifteen paces between each man. Everything 
went quietly until nine o'clock, when, from a long 
kopje on the right, the enemy opened fire with a 
big gun, the first shell dropping in the midst of 
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the composite raiment. The order came, 
" Change direction — ^left," and without any altera- 
tion of pace, which at the time was a walk, the 
force covered a mile and then resumed its original 
direction, the enemy's shells falling among the 
horses and guns until out of range. The wonder 
was that there were no casualties. 

Before long it was found that the Boers were 
holding the kopjes in front, and the men of the 
2nd Cavalry Brigade dismounted and carried the 
first range under the fire of the guns of Q and P 
Batteries. The key to the position was captured 
by the squadron from the Blues, and in holding 
it against the repeated attempts of the enemy to 
recapture it they used all their ammunition and 
suflFered several casualties (notably Lieutenant 
Rose, Royal Horse Guards, killed). Shortly after 
midday the Infantry arrived on the scene with the 
two "cow" guns, the latter very soon shifting 
the " Long Tom " on the right, which had several 
times, at extreme range, managed to send shells 
amongst the gun-teams and ammunition wagons, 
causing them twice to change their position. 
The Mounted Infantry having reinforced the 
Cavalry, the Boers were driven from the position, 
and the guns went forward up to the nek. Two 
guns of Q Battery were got into position on a 
small kopje on the left, and soon shells from the 
enemy's guns were coming over and falling just 
clear of the men who were sheltering in the nek 
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itself. Most of the shells ricochetted and made a 
most alarming noise, but fortunately did not do 
much damage. 

The column halted that night near Welkom 
Farm, which gave its name to this engagement. 

The following day, moving off at half-past 
seven, the column, after an uneventful march, 
reached Winburg, which surrendered by midday. 

It was supposed that the Boers were holding a 
strong position, with several guns, on a ridge of 
kopjes which barred the road to the town. And 
so, to turn them out, the M.I. made a detour to 
the right, while General Broadwood did the same 
to the left, cutting the line running to Smaldeel 
Junction. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon the 
Brigade marched in and camped on the race- 
course. A great drawback to South Africa is the 
scarcity of wood, but at Winburg this was solved 
by breaking up the grand-stand. One or two 
young Staff officers at first tried to prevent this, 
but when the 12th Lancers came up and dis- 
mounted by squadrons, it was too much for them, 
and they fled. Until the stand was demolished, it 
sounded like some shipbuilding yard. However, 
it was soon all over. Once the army " carpenters " 
get to work it does not take them long to finish a 
job. Having plenty of wood, a good meal was 
soon ready, and everybody turned in, feeling 
cheery and bright. 
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That night the following General Orders were 
issued by General Ian Hamilton : 

" Special Order by Major-General Ian 
Hamilton, D.S.O., Commanding Winbuhg 
Column, 6-5-00. 
" During the past thirteen days a portion of the 
Winburg Column has marched over one hundred 
miles, fighting on nine separate occasions, and cap- 
turing two important towns. The other portion of 
this column has born at least its full share in the very 
successful operations which have followed upon 
the battle of Houtnek. The G.O.C. cannot there- 
fore but feel that his column has fairly earned, not 
onlythe praises of the Field-Marshal C.l.C. which 
are published separately, but also a day or two of 
comparative rest. In the same message, however, 
in which Lord Roberts expresses his high appre- 
ciation of the successes we have achieved, he 
directs us not to slacken our efforts for several 
days to come. The enemy is hurrying north- 
wards to concentrate, and it is of nothing less than 
national importance that his movements shall be 
impeded and his guns and convoys captured if 
possible. Thanks to the good work which has 
already been accomplished, this column now finds 
itself better placed to carry out the Field-Marshal's 
wishes than any other portion of the troops under 
his command. The opportunity is a great one, 
and the General confidently appeals to the officers 
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and men of the Winburg Column to make the 
very best of it, regardless of the fatigue and priva- 
tion whicli will probably have to be undergone 
before success is assured. 

" By Order, 

'■P. W. LITTLEJOHN, Lieut.-Colonel, 
Adjulant-General. 
"WiNBURC, 5-5-00." 

"The G.O.C. Winburg Column has much 
pleasure in informing the troops under his 
command that he has received a telegram from 
the Field-Marshal CI.C. in South Africa in which 
Lord Roberts expresses his high appreciation of 
the good work recently performed by all ranks in 
the Winburg Column. His Lordship has yet to 
hear of the further success achieved by the 
capture of Winburg. 

"By Order, 

"P. W. LITTLEJOHN, Lieut.- Colon ei, 
Adjutant-General. 
"Winburg, 5-5-00.- 

The morning following the occupation of Win- 
burg was spent in drawing supplies, and at two 
o'clock in the afternoon the column moved on 
to a point about six miles ahead. 

The men had scarcely "off-saddled" when an 
order was received to push on ugaiii for a Boer 
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laager a few miles to the north-east, where there 
were said to be some guns. 

It was already half-past three, so that there was 
not very much daylight left. However, the march 
was resumed over very broken country, and at 
about seven o'clock General Broadwood's Brigade 
halted for the night. The baggage having taken 
another route, the men had to make the best of 
what they had in their haversacks, supplemented 
by an issue of two biscuits per man from the emer- 
gency boxes carried on the ammunition-cart. 

Want of supplies now stopped the way, and the 
Brigade marched across to the transport, where 
the 19th and 21st Brigades were encamped, and 
halted during May 7 and 8 at Dankbaarfontein. 

On Monday, May 9, the march started at half- 
past six for the Zand River, a fairly respectable 
stream running between precipitous banks, and 
arrived about midday, when a halt was ordered, 
while a reconnaissance was made to ascertain the 
strength of the enemy, who were known to he 
strongly entrenched on the opposite bank. The 
various Divisions had now drawn in somewhat 
closer to each other, and in the advance up country 
had, like beaters, driven all the game before them, 
which, being now stopped by the river, were forced 
to double back. A herd of some four or five 
hundred buck of all sorts came roimd the right 
flank, and in a minute a fusillade broke out, as all 
sorts and conditions of men, from Staff oflicers 
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downwards, rushed out to have a shot with a view 
to varying the menu with a haunch of venison. 
A fair number of the buck fell, but it was after- 
wards discovered that shooting "broadside on " is 
not much good, for since the buck run one behind 
the other in a line, by getting behind and aiming 
half way up the line, as the Boer does, it is usually 
the case that one, either in front or behind the 
animal aimed at, will be hit. 

Near where No. 2 Company halted was a 
fine farm with good outhouses and every sign 
of prosperity, including several hundred sheep, 
all branded. Orders were issued that tio sheep 
of a special brand were to be taken, and a 
Staff officer was sent round to see this order 
enforced. However, six sheep, which were par- 
ticularly fine and fat for the time of year, were 
caught and hidden, v/ith their legs tied, under 
the cook's wagon before the Staff ofhcer came 
round. 

When he arrived on the scene sacks were thrown 
over them, and from the way they heaved up and 
down it was a wonder he did not discover them. 
While the Colour-Sergeant was engaged in keeping 
the oflicer with his back to the wagon, one of the 
sheep got loose and started (o kick, but was 
promptly sat on by the cook. This reduced the 
capture to five, as, on the departure of the said 
officer, it was found that the restive one had 
succumbed through being too severely sat on, 
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still these had a fair amount of fat on them, which 
was a very pleasant change, after being reduced to 
frying one's meat in vaseline dubbin ; for, being 
winter time, most of the stock on the Veldt was 
very poor. 

To continue, the reconnoitring party having 
been fired on with pompom and rifle, reported 
that the Boers were holding the drift in some 
force. A " cow " gun was therefore got into 
position, ready for the morning, and at dusk some 
Infantry were pushed forward to the drift, where 
they entrenched themselves. 

The day of the Zand River fight was an easy 
one for No. 2 Company, as P Battery were in the 
right rear and remained there, with the " cow " 
gun, in case the enemy should try to work round, 
as, in fact, they did attempt to do later in the day. 
The attack was opened at sunrise by the big gun 
dropping a shell straight on to the pompom which 
had been firing the previous afternoon, and effec- 
tually silencing it for the rest of the day. 

The Infantry were then seen streaming down to 
the attack, each company being extended to wide 
intervals. Presently, some miles to the left. 
General Tucker's Division, which occupied the 
space between Lord Roberts' Division and the 
Winburg Column, was discernible. The roar of 
battle gradually increased as gun after gun came 
into action. Then, as the Infantry reached the 
banks of the river, the rattle of Maxim and rifle 
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fire added their quota to the din. Presently P 
Battery were called to attention. The Boers were 
trying to work round the right flank, and a section 
(two guns) was sent off to drive them back, which 
was successfully done. The firing continued 
general the greater part of the day, and it was 
not until sunset that the transport was safely 
across, and the rear-giiard could get through the 
drift in order to join General Broad wood's Brigade, 
which had crossed early in the day. The enemy 
had retired to Ventersberg, from whence they were 
driven the following day, several wagons being 
captured by the Regular M.I. and some prisoners 
taken. 

On Saturday, May 12, the trek was resumed at 
half-past six until nine, wht;n a halt for three 
hours was made, consequent on a heliograph 
from Lord Roberts. 

At noon came a message, " Kroonstad eva- 
cuated," and at the same time an order to 
march there. 

Lord Roberts' Division was the first to enter, 
followed by the 7th Division, with the Winburg 
Column forming the rear-guard. Camp was 
formed a little distance south of the town itself, 
and there No. 2 Company rested the whole of 
Sunday, May 13. 

During the day Lieutenant Concanon rejoined 
with nineteen men, bringing with him another 
wagon, which was much needed, and, what was 
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more important stili, the new kit which the Com- 
pany should have drawn at Bloemfontein at the 
end of April. The remainder of tlie day was spent 
in serving out the clothing, the old garments 
being bm-nt without remorse by their now joy- 
ful owners, who were able at last to obtain a few 
nights unbroken sleep ! 1 ! 

The next day Lord Roberts rode out to inspect 
the troops of the Winburg Column. The men of 
each corps were paraded and the Commander-in- 
Chief rode past the front of each camp while 
a parade state was handed in at the same time. 

While at Kroonstad everything was overhauled, 
particularly the horses, with the result that it was 
found absolutely impossible to take all the guns 
on unless remounts could be obtained from some- 
where. 

On the day following orders were issued to 
parade at half-past six to change camp a little 
farther to the east, and soon after this had been 
carried out, it became known that General Ian 
Hamilton's force was to trek once more after 
President Steyn, who, on the evacuation of 
Kroonstad, had set up his seat of government at 
Lindley, about fifty miles nearly due east. Two 
sections only, of P Battery, went on with the 2nd 
Cavalry Brigade, it being necessary to leave two 
guns behind until they could be horsed. For- 
tunately some remounts arrived and also two 
pompoms, so that at two o'clock next afternoon 
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(May 16), after drawing rations, No. 2 Company 
were once more on the move, trying to overtake 
Genera] Broadwood, but it was not until the fol- 
lowing afternoon (May 17) that the reunion was 
accomphshed — -just outside Lindley itself. Only 
a few shots were fired at this place, as Mr. Steyn, 
accompanied by Piet de Wet, hurriedly removed 
the "portable" Government to Heilbron, some 
forty miles north, 

P Battery was now quite an imposing sight, for, 
in addition to the two pompoms akeady men- 
tioned, there had also been added the two Maxims 
from the Egyptian army, about which there were so 
many questions asked in the House of Commons. 

At Lindley the column halted for the day. As 
men were constantly dropping out with fever at 
the various places, each day now made a great 
difference, and it is often extremely difficult to get 
immediate medical attention when on detached 
duty, because the bearer company of the R.A.M.C. 
do not care to recognise small detachments which 
may become attached to a Brigade after the date 
of its original formation. Fortunately for No. 2 
Company, the New South Wales Hospital Corps, 
under Major Fieschi, formed part of the Winburg 
Column, and here any man, no matter who he 
was, or what he belonged to, could go at any time 
and be sure of having his complaint promptly 
attended to. 

Sunday, May 20, found No, 2 Company on thi 
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move once more, with General Broadwood's 
Brigade, which left Lindley at seven o'clock for 
Vaalbank, on the way to Heilbron, at which latter 
place it was reported the Orange Free State Go- 
vernment had oiitspanned their wagons. Hardly 
had the Brigade left the town when De Wet made 
an attack on the rear-guard, and a running fight 
was kept up until the troops reached camp at 
night, after a long and harassing day. 

The day following, the men paraded at seven 
o'clock, expecting to get into Heilbron the same 
day, but the march proved a very slow one, with 
many halts, as, owing to the number of the enemy 
about, very extensive reconnaissance work had 
to be carried out, and the intervening country 
cleared as far as possible. The greater part of 
this work fell on the Regular M.I. and General 
Broadwood's Brigade. Escort work to a battery 
on a day like this is very monotonous, being a 
continual repetition of "Haiti" "Dismount!" 
" Down poles 1 " " Feed 1 " being followed by 
" Up poles 1 " often five minutes afterwards ; and 
then perhaps only moving about half a mile, witli 
the same thing all over again. It was here, at 
Quagga Spruit, that Headquarters rejoined the 
advance in time to take part in the engagement at 
Rhenoster River, and from this time were attached 
to General Smith-Dorrien's command. 

From Kroonstad, Colonel Cholmondeley had 
brought out to General Ian Hamilton a much- 
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needed convoy, the escort under his command 
consisting of some 400 M.I,, chiefly details for 
General Broadwood with the Irish Squadron of 
Robert's Horse. 

This convoy had covered nearly fifty miles in 
thirty hours, and had some exciting alarms during 
the night march. 

On Tuesday morning, May 22, Heilbron was 
entered about nine o'clock, and it was soon dis- 
covered that the so-called "Government" were 
again on the move, this time to Ventersdorp ; 
also that De Wet, with a thousand men, had just 
evacuated the town ; in fact, the dust caused by 
his convoy couid be seen in the distance. As a 
result, orders were at once issued for the and 
Cavalry Brigade to go in pursuit, and in a few 
minutes the force had started off at a rapid pace 
round the west side of the town. 

The road out of Heilbron runs northwards 
along a valley, and it was on the high ground 
to the left of it that General Broadwood came up 
abreast of the convoy. Whereupon De Wet, 
with his men, immediately took to the high 
ground on the right of the road ; then the 
excitement began. A Staff officer dashed up to 
Major Sir Godfrey Thomas, commanding P 
Battery, to tell him that the Boers had just 
mounted a gun btihind a sangar on the other 
side of the valley. Immediately came the order, 
" Halt, action right 1 " and, as this was being 
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carried out, Bang 1 came the first shell from the 
enemy, shortly followed by a second. But the 
gunners were too good for them, and six shells 
burst in rapid succession over and around the 
sangar, causing the Boers to remove their gun in 
double quick time. In the meantime the convoy 
had been steadily going forward, and was now 
well out of reach, so that the troops were ordered 
to return, but before half the distance was covered 
it was quite dark, which made things very uncom- 
fortable. The Infantry always imagine that all 
the advantages are with the M.I., but this is rather 
a mistake, for, generally speaking, the mounted 
men are the first out of camp in the morning 
and the last in at night, and it is no easy matter to 
saddle up or picket horses in the dark, especially 
in winter time, when one's fingers are so numbed 
that it is almost impossible to hold anything. 

After two days' march, both General Ian Hamil- 
ton's and Lord Roberts' columns reached the rail- 
way at Vredefort Road station, the concentration 
taking place on May 24. An^ssue of rum was 
made that night, and in nearly every camp the 
National Anthem was sung on the reported 
annexation of the Orange Free State and in 
commemoration of the late Queen Victoria's 
birthday. Every one too was in high spirits, as 
the Vaal River was within two days' march, and it 
was expected ithat then very severe measures 
would be taken with the enemy, especially the 
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Transvaalers. The river was actually reached 
by General Broadwood's Brigade on the evening 
of May 25, and the main body crossed next day 
without any opposition, bivouacking for the night 
at Boschbank. During the march from Vredefort 
Road, General Ian Hamilton's force had changed 
its place, moving right across to the left flank, and 
on the next day a march of nearly eighteen miles 
was undertaken practically without rations, as the 
advance had been so rapid that the supply convoys 
had been left far in the rear. Fortunately a little 
fodder was picked up at different farms, so that the 
horses got a small feed. It was really a grand sight 
to watch this vast army crossing the Vaal. On the 
left were General French and General Ian Hamil- 
ton, in the centre was Lord Roberts, while on the 
right was the 7th Division under General Tucker. 

On this day. May 27, No. 2 Company received 
orders to leave P Battery and report themselves 
to Colonel Cholmondeley, who, with Headquar- 
ters, had been attached to the 21st Brigade. 

On Tuesday, May 29, it having previously been 
ascertained that the Boers were holding the Rand- 
ridge in force, the Infantry moved out to the 
attack. Those men of No. 2 Company who were 
acting as orderlies to General Bruce Hamilton 
had an interesting and exciting day. It was one 
orderly's duty to carry the small flag denoting 
the position taken up by the various Brigadiers ; 
and on this occasion both the stafiF and the flag 
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itself were struck, so that the bearer was not sorry 
when the General told him to dismount for a time, 
as it was clear that the enemy had got the range 
exactly, and were intent on hitting some of his 
Staff, if not the General himself. It was at this 
place that the C.I.V. Battalion had an oppor- 
tunity of working side by side with the Gordons ; 
and it was here also that the lessons they had 
had drilled into them by Captain Baillie, their 
adjutant, came out in a strong light. There is 
not much doubt that, had the Gordons not 
exposed themselves so recklessly on this occasion, 
their casualties would have been very much less. 

Just about this time there was a constant 
succession of veldt fires, and during the day, 
while the ammunition column was outspanned, a 
fire swept right through the wagons, somewhat 
damaging the mule harness, which was lying on 
the ground, and blistering the paint on the wheels, 
but most fortunately none of the wagons were 
blown up. Again, towards the close of the day, 
another fire, fanned by a strong breeze, spread 
towards the spot where many of the wounded 
Highlanders were lying, and the guard had to be 
called away from the convoy in order to carry 
them away to safety. It is hard to imagine a more 
terrible position for a man to find himself in, than 
to be lying wounded, at the close of a hot day, 
parched with thirst, and seeing a raging fire rush- 
ing towards him, without being able to get away 
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from it. Fortunately, however, all were safely 
brought in. In the course of this fight, known 
generally as Doornkop, the troops passed over the 
very ground on which Dr. Jamieson made his last 
stand in 1895, and early the next morning they 
marched into Florida and pitched camp close to 
the Vogelstruis deep mine. 

Orders to move at one o'clock next morning — 
May 31 — were cancelled on Lord Roberts being 
told that the Winburg Column had drawn no 
rations for several days, a special order being 
issued by him to the troops in that column to the 
effect that he was despatching a train-load of pro- 
visions for them fi^om Johannesburg. The rest at 
Florida was very greatly appreciated, as all these 
men had been almost continually on die march 
since leaving Btoemfontein, with only one day's 
rest at Kroonstad, whereas the remainder of the 
army had stayed there about a week. On June 1 
the 2ist Brigade moved to Bramfontein, about 
four miles from the Johannesburg Fort, and here 
remained the whole of the following day, ten per 
cent, of the men being allowed to visit the town, 
where they were able to obtain beer at the exorbi- 
tant rate of a shilling a glass ; had the price been 
five, men, at this period, would, no doubt, gladly 
have paid it for such a luxury. As showing, how- 
ever, the orderly manner the men of all regiments 
conducted themselves, and in view of the very 
serious charges that are constantly being made 
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against them in the Foreign Press, it is worth 
recording that a Frenchman, who was a resident 
of Johannesburg, gave it as his opinion that troops 
of no other nation would have behaved with such 
moderation with so many temptations put sud- 
denly before them. The town itself is chiefly 
remarkable for the contrast between the old and 
the new life — fine well-built buildings being seen 
alongside with old "tumble-down" corrugated 
iron shanties with their " stoeps " running all 
round them. 

The march was continued next day as far as 
Deepspluit, and on June 4 the fight at Six-Mile 
Spruit took place, the enemy having taken up a 
position on the rising ground on the north side of 
that place. During the afternoon a commando 
coming from the west was encountered, and it 
was afterwards supposed that it consisted of the 
Boers who were retreating from Mafeking after its 
relief by Colonel Mahon about a fortnight earlier. 
That night the troops slept just where darkness 
overtook them, and on the following morning, at 
nine o'clock, the 21st Brigade moved forward to 
Daaspoort, arriving there about noon, where they 
received orders to be ready to enter Pretoria and 
march past Lord Roberts, the town having sur- 
rendered early that morning. 

No. 2 Company, under Captain Waterlow, with 
Colonel Cholmondeley and Headquarters, took 
part in this ceremony, and on their way into Pre- 



MOUNTED INFANTRY 95 



toria rode past the racecourse, where Captain Reid 
and No. i Company had already bivouacked. The 
road into the town ied past President Kruger's 
house, and on the "stoep" lay a pile of rifles 
handed in by surrendered burghers, while on 
every side others were seen walking along with a 
rifle in one hand and a bandolier in the other. It 
was noticeable, too, that nearly all the women, 
who were watching the entry of the troops, were 
dressed in deep mourning. Close to the cemetery 
P Battery came past on their way out to Arcadia, 
and many recognitions took place between them 
and No. 2 Company. 

The scene in the square was a magnificent one. 
Any regiment that could muster a band made the 
most of it, and in this respect the 21st Brigade 
was well off, the Derbys having their brass band, 
while the Camerons played their pipes. In the 
orders that night it was announced that the 19th 
Brigade were to guard the lines of communication 
between Pretoria and Johannesburg, under General 
Smith-Dorrien, but on the following day the 
Brigade was reconstructed, the Suffolks being 
substituted for the Shropshires. 

Several men were given passes into the town, 
with the result that Becket's and the other stores 
were, in three days, well-nigh stripped of every- 
thing except a few tinned goods that were too 
bulky to be caiTied, 

In the course of the following morning (June 7) 
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the Company were surprised to receive orders to 
march that same day with the 19th Brigade, half- 
way to Irene, a station on the line to Elands- 
fontein south-east of Pretoria, 

Starting out, the column passed close to where 
the released prisoners, some 3000 or more, were 
drawn up for inspection by Lord Roberts. They 
were paraded in their regiments, with their own 
officers at their head. 

On arriving at the halting-place it was found 
that there was no water to be had near, so the 
journey was resumed a little farther to a large dam, 
making the distance about ten miles altogether. 

The Boers in this district were understood to 
be under the command of Delarey. 

It was generally supposed that there would be 
no move next day, but orders were issued for the 
Company to be ready to march at half-past nine as 
escort to the 84th Battery Field Artillery to join 
General Ian Hamilton's force. 

That evening a halt was made at Garsfontein, 
and the 21st Brigade, under General Bruce Hamil- 
ton, joined once more. That evening also. Lord 
Roberts, with a Brigade Division of Artillery, 
arrived, and it was reported that he would hold a 
conference with General Botha next morning. 
The conference did take place, but as no good, 
unfortunately, came of it, the important battle at 
Diamond Hill, which followed directly afterwards, 
was rendered necessary. 



MOUNTED INFANTRY 97 

Nothing of any great consequence happened on 
Sunday except a Brigade Church Parade, the tirst 
No. 2 Company had attended since their arrival in 
South Africa, though from time to time, when 
circumstances would permit, a regimental one had 
been held, but on active service Sunday is gene- 
rally just the same as any other day, and church 
parades are sometimes few and far between. In 
the meantime some information was gathered as 
to the general idea of this last move. It appears 
that the Boers, under the leadership of General 
Botha, had taken up a strong position to the east 
of Pretoria, cutting and commanding the Pretoria- 
Delagoa Bay Railway, As already stated, negotia- 
tions had been entered into with a view to putting 
an end to hostilities, but had fallen through 
owing to the British demand that the surrender 
must be unconditionr.l ; hence the necessity for 
driving them out. 

Divisional orders on Sunday night very soon 
put an end to all rumours, the disposition of the 
troops being as follows : On the left. General 
French; in the centre. General Pole-Carew; and 
on the right. General Ian Hamilton, General 
Broadwood, and the 21st Brigade. Those on the 
flank had orders to demonstrate only if possible, 
and not to attack unless compelled to do so. 

A full account of this battle has already appeared 
in several publications on the South African cam- 
paign, and the part taken in it by the C.l.V. 
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Battalion recorded in General Mackinnon's diary, 
so that it is intended here to deal, as far as pos- 
sible, solely with the 21st Brigade and No. 2 
Company C.LV.M.I. 

On Monday, June 11, reveilU was ordered for 
three o'clock, and before daylight No. 2 Company 
were moving off as advance-guard to the Brigade. 
Shortly after dawn the enemy disclosed their 
position by a few sniping shots, but as soon as the 
artillery came up they beat a hasty retreat, and the 
rest of the day was given up to general recon- 
noitring, with a certain amount of work for the 
guns, the broken and hilly nature of the ground 
rendering any coherent operations impossible.- 
The casualties that day were few, the Infantry 
coming under but slight fire, though, judging from 
sound, the Cavalry and M.I. on the right appeared 
to be heavily engaged. No. 2 Company, having 
afterwards become escort to the Field Artillery of 
the 2ist Brigade, were very busy all day, and when 
fighting ceased at nightfall it was learnt that the 
t>aggage had stuck fast in a drift some distance in 
the rear, and would not be able to come up that 
night. Every one passed a most wretched night, 
for, being the depth of winter, it was bitterly 
cold, and owing to the non-arrival of the wagons 
with the extra blankets, the men had only the one 
blanket which was carried under the saddle during 
the day. Further, as no food was obtainable, every 
one was ordered to open his emergency ration. 
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Early next morning the horses were saddled in 
the dark, as well as frozen fingers could do it, and 
breakfast was made off what still remained of the 
emergency rations opened overnight. The duties 
were the same as on the previous day, No. 2 Com- 
pany starting off as adVance-guard in an easterly 
direction, to the top of the ridge under which 
the troops had been bivouacking. When only 
a short distance had been covered the Boers sent 
some shells among the Company, causing the men 
promptly to increase their already extended order, 
and in this way the advance continued until within 
range of rifle fire, when, just as the Company was 
■preparing for dismounted duty, it was ordered to 
retire, as the fire was becoming too hot. Having 
withdrawn a little distance they halted and took 
up a position close to a pompom, but hardly had 
the men dismounted to ease their horses when 
the enemy again found the range, and forthwith 
sent several shells among them, necessitating 
another change, and it is certainly a marvel that 
no one was hit. 

It was now possible to make out the enemy's 
position on Diamond Hill, over two miles ahead. 
It appeared to consist of a precipitous range of 
kopjes running from north to south, and only 
approachable across an open plateau of undulating 
veldt. 

By this time the "cow" guns had been got into 
position right along the British front, but though 
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they searched the ridge ahead of them they met 
with a most vigorous fire from the enemy in 
return. Under cover of the guns, the Infantry 
(21st Brigade) commenced their advance in a 
widely extended order. At this moment the Field 
Artillery and pompoms caftie into action, and the 
din was shortly augmented by the addition of 
Maxim and rifle fire as the advance was continued. 
The fighting now appeared to be general all along 
the line, and from this time until dusk there was 
one long incessant roar. 

In the teeth of the enemy's artillery fire the 
Infantry continued to advance slowly but steadily, 
andwere soon well within range of the Boer rifles, 
and it seemed as if they would never be able 
to get through, so murderous was the fire poured 
out on them, but still, on they went without faher- 
ing, their lines unbroken, and in perfect order. 

As the day wore on the enemy still held their 
ground, and although the guns pounded away 
steadily, the Boer fire continued undiminished and 
as hot as ever, so that at one time it seemed as if 
they would never be driven out. The Infantry, 
however, would not be denied, and late in the 
afternoon, with the Guards, who had come up in 
support from the left, succeeded in getting close 
up to the position. The Artillery now searched 
the ridge from end to end, and eventually, at dusk, 
the place was carried and the entire position 
cleared of the enemy. Following their usual 
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custom, the Boers had sent away their convoy early 
in the afternoon, and in their retreat had also set 
fire to the veldt, so that at night, as far as eye could 
see, there appeared to be one huge prairie fire. 
Pickets were posted on the hills and the troops 
collected and bivouacked. No. 2 Company being 
close to Botha's Farm, which General Ian Hamil- 
ton had made his headquarters; next day, how- 
ever, it was converted into a hospital. 

The night was again bitterly cold, but as the 
baggage had at length come up the men soon set 
about cooking themselves a meal, and spent a 
more cheerful evening than the previous one. 

On the following morning a mounted orderly 
was sent over to Colonel de Lisle to know if the 
road was clear to Elands liiver station, and on his 
reporting "All clear" the column advanced east- 
wards, crossing over the ground that the Boers 
had held so stubbornly the day before. The 
ridge which commanded the whole of the country 
in front was littered with empty (shell and Mauser) 
cartridge-cases, while every boulder bore ample 
testimony to the fierceness of the fight. A few 
farms were passed on the way to Elands River 
station, all of which had obviously been hastily 
vacated, in addition to which, the Kaffirs stated 
that the Boers had passed during the night, re- 
treating rapidly. 

The station itself was not much damaged, the 
enemy being evidently too hard pressed to stay to 
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break it up, for in the distance could still be seen 
the dust caused by their retreating commandos. 
It was impossible, however, to follow them up, for, 
in the first place, they had already a long start ; and 
secondly, the horses were by this time far too ex- 
hausted to gallop any distance. During the day 
the M.L made a reconnaissance in the direction 
of Bronkhorst Spruit, halting that night near the 
railway station.* 

The apparent object of the force having now 
been attained, it proceeded to return on June 15, 
marching, by way of the railway, through Pienaars 
Poort and bivouacking at Silverton. Next day it 
arrived in Pretoria and encamped at Arcadia, the 
eastern suburb of the town. 

* Colour-Sergeant McDonell went into hospital at this 
point and rejoined later at Pretoria. 



CHAPTER IV 

No. I Company from Karree Kloof to Pretoria, and 
afterwards with Colonel Hickman's column — 
Brandfort — Death of Sergeant Kingsford and 
Private Holland — Funeral of Sergeant Kingsford 
— Vet River — Zand River — Kroonstad — Outbreak 
of glanders — Pretoria — Commandeering of horses 
— The racecourse — Diamond Hill — Breaking up of 
the Company. 

In this chapter it is proposed to record the opera- 
tions of No. I Company during the general advance 
from Bloemfontein to Pretoria, and also to deal, 
very briefly, with the period during which a part 
of the Company, after it had been detached at 
Pretoria from the 7th Division, formed part of 
Colonel Hickman's force. But it should be 
pointed out that, unlike No. 2 Company, No. i 
were not called upon to perform a very exciting 
task, for throughout this march the flanks of the 
army, where No. 2 Company was posted, bore 
the brunt of nearly all the active opposition, the 
enemy's centre offering no serious resistance to 
the advance of the 7th and nth Divisions, to the 
former of which No. i Company was attached. 
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After the departure of Headquarters and two 
sections of No. 2 Company on April 22, No. i 
Company and the machine-guns remained at 
Karree Kloof until the general advance began in 
the first week of the following month, and were 
constituted as follows : 

Captain J. W. Reid. 

Farrier- Sergeant Scott. Quartermaster- Sergeant LtOder. 

Colour- Sergeant Smith. 

No. 3 Section and Machine- 
guns. 
Lieutenant Wellby. 
Sergeant Vine. 
Sergeant Park (machine- 
guns). 

No. 4 Section. 
Lieutenant Wilson. 
Sergeant Kingsford. 



No. I Section. 
Lieutenant B. Moeller. 
Sergeant O'Connell. 



No. 2 Section. 
Lieutenant Berry. 
Sergeant Bradley. 



From this time onwards the Company was 
employed as Corps or Divisional troops to the 7th 
Division, which consisted of the 14th Brigade, 
under Sir John Maxwell, and the 15th Brigade, 
commanded by Major-General Wavell. 

On April 28 a party under Lieutenant Wilson, 
Sergeant Kingsford and the Farrier-Sergeant left 
for Bloemfontein in charge of sick and worn-out 
horses which were to be handed over to the 
Veterinary Field Hospital at that place, the party 
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to return as soon as possible with sixty-two 
remounts. Leaving Karree in the afternoon, they 
reached Glen the same evening, where the C.I.V. 
Battalion were encamped and here they bivouacked 
that night. The next morning the party marched 
on to Bloemfontein, arriving there about mid-day. 
On reaching the camp of the Headquarters and 
No. 2 Company C.I.V.M.l. it was found that 
nearly all the men had left a few days before 
under Captain Water! ow to take part in an 
expedition towards Sauna's Post and the Water- 
works, the only people left being the Headquarters 
and about twenty men who were at the time with- 
out fit horses. 

It was two or three days before a sufficient 
number of remounts could be obtained, but on 
May 2 the party started back to Karree with sixty 
Argentine and two English remounts, the latter 
being for the machine-guns. 

On the return journey orders were sent from 
Karree to march straight through, only making a 
halt of an hour or so at Glen to feed and water. 

When Karree Kloof was reached, about eight 
o'clock that evening, the whole camp was found to 
be in a state of considerable excitement, as orders 
had been received to march at dawn next morning. 

Every one was about by half-past three, and the 
remounts were allotted, as far as possible to those 
men who most needed them, by the Farrier- 
Sergeant. 
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It was found, however, that some of the horses 
were absolutely useless, the long march from 
Bloemfontein to Karree having produced laminitis, 
or fever in the feet. 

The cause of this is, no doubt, to be found in 
the fact that the animals had come straight up 
country, after being landed at Cape Town from 
South America, and so were in no fit state for long 
marching. 

At five o'clock, almost before daylight, the 
Company moved out of camp to take up their 
position as the advance-guard of the 15th Bri- 
gade. And from here right up to Pretoria they 
acted, alternately with the other mounted troops 
in the Division, as advance, flank or rear guard to 
either Brigade. 

It was a lovely morning as the Company moved 
out of camp, and every one was glad to be once 
more on the trek — the long trek as it turned out to 
be — to Pretoria, through Kroonstad and Johannes- 
burg. 

The 14th Brigade, on the left, advanced on 
Brandfort, which they found already evacuated by 
the enemy, while No. r Company with the 15th 
Brigade were away on the right, moving through 
very difficult country, the thickly growing mimosa 
being a constant source of annoyance. 

No. 4 Section, under Lieutenant Wilson and 
Sergeant Kingsford, were the first to fall in with 
the enemy, about ten o'clock, but after a little 
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desultory rifle fire the Boers retreated, taking up a 
strong position on the kopjes in their rear. 

About mid-day No. 4 Section again came in 
touch with the enemy, this time coming under 
shell fire from kopjes at a range of about a thou- 
sand yards. 

Lieutenant Wilson then placed his section, 
about twenty-six strong, in a dry donga, which 
afforded good cover for both man and horse, and 
as it was seen that the Boers were changing the 
position of their guns, he sent back to the main 
body (15th Brigade under General Wavell) to 
give information and to obtain further orders. 

The order came back to advance and " unmask" 
the position, a useful but heart-breaking business, 
consisting in advancing across an exposed plain 
until the enemy are pleased to open fire, and then 
retiring while the Artillery and Infantry come up 
and do the rest. 

The men were advanced at a walk, with two 
horses' interval between each, making a target 
about eighty yards long. 

All went well for about two hundred yards, 
when, without the slightest warning, a shrapnel 
shell burst about five yards in front of the section, 
and Sergeant Kingsford was seen to fail. Other 
shells fell in quick succession, but, its work being 
done for the moment, the section was ordered to 
retire quickly back to the donga. In the case of 
those men who had Argentine horses, which. 
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newly arrived m the country, stubborn by nature 
and thoroughly frightened by the shell fire, 
refused to budge an inch, there was nothing to 
do but to dismount, lie down, and wait till the 
animals would consent to move. 

Private Murray, the Ambulance man of the 
Company, immediately went out to Sergeant 
Kingsford and found he was conscious and, beyond 
being dazed, apparently unhurt. Murray then 
went back and reported this to Lieutenant 
Wilson, whereupon Private Burrough went out 
to see if he could do anything to assist him. 
When he came up, Sergeant Kingsford said he was 
feeling all right and thought he would walk in, 
but was advised to remain where he was, at any 
rate, for a while. Hardly had he said this when 
he fell back, saying that he felt so sleepy, and 
then died almost immediately. 

It was found afterwards that the head of the 
first shell had hit him right in the pit of the 
stomach, breaking his belt but leaving no visible 
wound whatever. 

By the death of Sergeant Kingsford, not only 
the Company, but also the whole C.I.V.M.L, lost 
one of its very best N.C.O.s. Not only was he 
a keen soldier, but he was also thoroughly in 
touch with his men, who were devoted to him and 
would do anything for him. 

While Burrough was doing all that he could 
for Sergeant Kingsford, Corporal Wilson and 
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Privates J. L, Hampton and Banks, were attend- 
ing to Private Holland, who was lying some forty 
yards to the left of Kingsford, having evidently 
been struck by a bursting shell just as the section 
had begun to retire. 

So badly was he wounded that the three men 
had great difficulty in carrying him back to the 
donga, where, in spite of the efforts of Lieutenant 
Wilson and Private Murray, he died within half 
an hour. Both these men belonged to the 
London Rifle Brigade, and had come out with 
the first detachment of the C.I.V, on January 13 
in the Briton. They were the first, and, in fact, the 
only men killed in the Mounted Infantry, 

Meanwhile the Boers were keeping up a heavy 
sheil fire, directed more at the Infantry and 
Artillery than at No. i Company, and it was not 
until they had succeeded in putting one gun out 
of action, at the same time killing oneand wound- 
ing two gunners, that they were eventually driven 
from their position. 

No. I Company having now done the work it 
had been set, retired on to the main body, and 
after half an hour's halt the general advance 
began. 

Towards night most of the Company visited a 
farm known as Ackerman's Farm, which was 
found to be deserted, but was fortunately well 
stocked with forage and poultry. Here they 
bivouacked for the night with the exception of 
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Captain Reid and No. i Section, under Lieutenant 
Moeller, who had managed to find the Brigade 
camp, which was at a place called Zuurfontein. 
Next morning the Company reunited and a rest 
in camp was given to the whole Division. 

A party, however, was sent out during the day 
to bring in the body of Sergeant Kingsford, and 
late in the afternoon a funeral parade was held, 
the service being read by the Chaplain, who after- 
wards returned to England with the regiment in 
the Aurania* 

The following morning, May 5, the advance 
was resumed, and after a very long march, the 
7th Division arrived within three miles of the Vet 
River, the north bank of which was strongly held 
by the enemy. For three hours an artillery duel 
continued between field-guns on both sides, but 
just before nightfall the Regular M.I., by executing 
a turning movement, succeeded in crossing the 
river about six miles west of the railway bridge, 
which had, as usual, been blown up. One Maxim 
and twenty-six prisoners were taken. 

During the night the enemy retired north in the 
direction of Zand River, so that next day. May 6, 
the Vet River was crossed without opposition. 

On this occasion the Company was sent to 
examine the drifts and to try to find one by which 

* Sergeant O'Connell went into hospital about this time, 
but rejoined at Pretoria in August with the draft. 
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the baggage might cross. They were all very bad 
and great difficulty and delay were experienced in 
getting the wagons over. 

From this point the advance was continued 
to Welgelgen, and on the evening of May 9 the 
Company bivouacked with the 7th Division near 
Merriesfontein, close to the Zand River. 

On the following morning the Boers were found 
to be holding the north bank of the river in some 
strength, and at daybreak General French, with 
two Cavalry Brigades, crossed and made a wide 
turning movement, supported by Hutton's ist 
M.I. Brigade. By seven o'clock the drift by the 
railway bridge was seized by the M.I. under 
Colonels Ross and Henry, and the yfh Division 
then crossed by Junction Drift. The enemy at 
some points offered a stubborn resistance, but 
by eleven o'clock they had given way and were 
making off in the direction of Kroonstad, blowing 
up the railway bridge and damaging the line in 
their retreat. 

No, I Company were very busy on the flank 
nearly all day, though for awhile they were kept 
concealed with their horses in a deep donga, and for 
a time it seemed not improbable that they would 
be caught like rats in a trap, as the enemy's shells 
were falling very near to them. 

That night the 7th Division bivouacked at Dul 
fontein Noord, and from there pushed on to 
Kroonstad, which was reached on May 12 
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The Company remained here with the Division 
for about a week, during which time they saw 
No. 2 Company as they were leaving, on May 14, 
with General Ian Hamilton's column for Lindley. 

An outbreak of glanders among the horses and 
mules was discovered here, and four or five 
animals were at once destroyed, while others 
were sent to an isolation camp beyond the toWn, 
where they were tested with mallein, but were also 
subsequently destroyed. 

On May 21 the Company changed camp to a 
spot north of the town, and on the following 
morning resumed the advance to Pretoria with 
the 7th Division. 

From Kroonstad to the Vaal River nothing of 
any real importance occurred, the enemy offering 
little or no resistance. The Company bivouacked 
on May 22 at Honningspruit ; May 23 at Roode- 
val ; May 24 near Prospect, on the west of the 
railway, about four miles in rear of Vredefort 
Road station; May 25 at Wittlepoort; and on 
May 26 at Taibosch Spruit. 

The Vaal was reached on Sunday, May 27, and 
the Company crossed with the 7th Division at 
Viljoen's Drift and bivouacked west of Ve- 
reeniging. 

It was always expected that there would be 
some severe fighting here, and that the Trans- 
vaalers, at any rate, would make some attempt 
to impede the invasion of their territory. No 
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resistance was, however, offered at all, and the 
whole army crossed over the river without so 
much as seeing a Boer. 

As a matter of fact, in view of the expected 
opposition. General Ian Hamilton had been ordered 
to move his column across the railway on the 
morning of the 25th, and to march to Wonder- 
water Drift. 

By this move the enemy were completely de- 
ceived ; they had expected the column to cross the 
river by Engelbrecht's Drift, and had collected a 
considerable force at that point. 

From the Vaal the Company marched to Wit- 
kop, a little south of Klip River station, and at 
this place an incident occurred that is worth 
recording. Two men of the Company — Privates 
Hill and Turner^had lost the main body, and 
after wandering about came upon a small farm. 
Riding up, they found the place occupied byseveral 
Boers, both men and women, whereupon they 
called upon them to surrender and hand over 
their rifles, which they promptly did on being told 
that the whole British army was close behind 
them. Having obtained their rifles, the two men 
proceeded to make themselves "at home," and 
spent the night there, putting up their horses in the 
stable. Nest morning they rode off and rejoined 
the Company at Klip River, 

Leaving Klip River the march was continued 
towards Johannesburg, Gcrmiston Railway 
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tion being reached about half-past three in the 
afternoon. 
The I ith Division, with the 7th on its left, moved 

along the railway and occupied Germiston after 
slight resistance, and that night the Company 
bivouacked near the Great Simmer and Jack Mine. 

On the next morning the 7th Division took up 
a position on the heights north of the town, with 
Colonel Henry's M.L and in the course of that 
day the Queensland M.R. captured a Creusot 
field-gun, a gun-carriage, eleven wagons with 
military stores and ammunition, and twenty-three 
prisoners. 

The formal surrender of Johannesburg by Dr. 
Krause took place next morning, and the Com- 
pany took a prominent part in the ceremonial 
entry with the 7th and nth Divisions. 

The reception accorded to the troops by the 
remaining inhabitants was most enthusiastic, each 
one willingly giving away anything he or she had, 
whether it was cigarettes, bread, or even, in a few 
cases, bottles of spirits. 

The Company marched through the town and 
out past the Barnato Hospital and the Fort, 
bivouacking not far from the Golf Club.* 

From this point the 7th Division consisted of 
the 14th Brigade only, the 15th, under General 
Wavell, being left behind to garrison the town, 

* Colour- Sergeant Smith left the Company at Jobamies- 
buig, and was invalided home. 
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On the day following, Lieutenant Berry, Sergeant 
Bradley, and a small party were sent back on some 
special work to KHp River, south of Johannesburg, 
the rest of the Company proceeding to Berg Vlei, 
where they remained for two nights, waiting for 
supplies to come up. 

From Berg Vlei the Company advanced to 
Lemkop, where they were rejoined by Lieutenant 
Berry and his party, and on the next morning 
started for the last day's trek to Pretoria. 

In the fighting that took place that day none of 
the 14th Brigade seem to have been very actively 
engaged. No doubt the reason for this was that, 
having left the 15th Brigade at Johannesburg, the 
remainder of the Division was kept in reserve. At 
any rate, No. i Company spent most of the day as 
spectators of an interesting bombardment between 
the big guns on each side. 

The town capitulated early next morning, and at 
two o'clock in the afternoon the flag was hoisted 
over the Raadzaal, General Pole-Carew's Division 
and General Ian Hamilton's Column, with No. z 
Company, taking part in the ceremonial march- 
past. 

The 14th Brigade were detailed to garrison the 
town, and No. i Company went into camp on 
the racecourse, where they remained for rather 
more than a fortnight. One of the iirst things 
that happened after the British occupation of Pre- 
toria was the commandeering of all the available 
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horses and mules in and around the town. Thea 
were brought to the racecourse by their owners 
who, on giving them up, received a "chit" fo 
them, which could be exchanged for cash on pre 
sentation to the proper officiaK Here they wer 
kept until sorted, when they were removed to thi 
Remount Depot, near the railway station. 

No. I Company were, except for a Brigade Hos 
pita!, almost the only troops encamped at tha 
time on the racecourse, so that they were detailei 
to look after the animals. To do this it wa 
necessary to post sentries at ail the gates, wit! 
strict orders not only to watch the entrances t< 
see that the horses did not escape, as many o 
Ihem had nothing by which they could h 
fastened, but also to patrol the fence to preven 
their owners from getting in and reclaiming them 

Among those sent in were the horses of Genera 
Botha, whose wife came next day to ask if sh' 
might have them back, and also a pony of ex 
President Kruger. This latter became the pro 
perty of Lieutenant Berry, but, unfortunately, me 
with a very serious accident on the horse-lines 
By some means or other it had contrived, durinj 
the night, to get the piece of " ream" by which i 
was fastened {from the halter to the line) wedgei 
between the shoe and hoof of the " off " hind fool 
This, of course, threw it down, and in its efforts ti 
rise it injured its back so badly that there was ni 
other remedy but to kill it. The stable picket d< 
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not seem to have realised that the animal was in 
difficulty ; at all events, they took no steps to 
extricate it or to report upon it to the farrier-ser- 
geant until too late. All four hoofs were removed, 
and one certainly, thiit which actually caused the 
accident, with the piece of ream still wedged be- 
tween the shoe and the hoof, has been preserved 
and is now in the possession of one of the editors. 
On June 11 a small detachment, with one 
machine-gun, was sent out under Lieutenants 
Moeller and Wellby to guard the railway near 
Silverton, returning in a day or two, and for this 
they obtained the " Diamond Hili " ciasp, having 
been employed within the prescribed area during 
the days on which that fight took place. 

The camp on the racecourse had, naturally, a 
peculiar interest from the fact that for some time 
the British prisoners of war were kept there; 
latterly, however, they were removed ; and only the 
sick and wounded left ; the wire entanglements, 
however, remained, and these showed the care 
that had been taken to guard against escape. 

Being quite close to the town, every one gladly 
made use of the opportunities that were afforded 
of going in to see the place and to buy such 
provisions as could then be obtained. Pretoria, 
on the whole, is a prettier place than Bloemfontein, 
the pubhc buildings, particularly the Kaadzaal 
and the new Law Courts, are good, and the shops 
in many cases quite up-to-dale. 
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Many men left the Company at this time to act 
as orderlies to General Tucker and other Staflf 
officials or to join the newly formed police, and 
did not rejoin until the regiment mobilised for 
home early in October. 

On June 20, after a rest of a fortnight, all the 
men who could be mounted, together with the two 
machine-guns, under Lieutenants Moeller and 
Wellby, left with orders to join Headquarters and 
No. 2 Company at Irene, and from this time 
became part of No. 2 Company ; the remainder, 
under Captain Reid, left Pretoria by train two days 
later, to proceed to Kroonstad, where they arrived 
on June 25.* 

Here they remained a few days refitting and 
drawing remounts, and on July i left as half of 
No. 2 Regiment of Colonel Hickman's Flying 
Column, the other half of the regiment being 
composed of the Royal Irish Rifles, who had been 
captured by the Boers at Reddesberg in March. 

From Kroonstad they trekked across to Venters- 
berg, and thence, by a forced march, back to 
Kroonstad, where they were entrained and sent 
back to Pretoria, arriving there on the night of 
July 10. On the next day they were sent out to 
Nitrals Nek, to attempt, if possible, to save the 

* Captain Reid left at Kroonstad to go to Bloemfontein 
for clothing, and did not rejoin until October 7, at Cape 
Town. He was for some time in hospital at Pretoria. 
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guns which the Boers had taken that morning, but 
had not been able to remove during the day, 
when they surprised and captured the outposts, 
consisting of the Scots Greys and Lincolns. 
Finding this impossible, they were ordered back 
to Pretoria, and bivouacked that night under 
Daspoort Fort.* From Pretoria their next trek 
took them north, on the Pietersburg line, as far 
as Haraaan's Kraal, bivouacking one night at 
Waferval, close to the camp to which the 
British prisoners were taken after their removal 
from Pretoria racecourse. 

From Hamaan's Kraal they again returned to 
Pretoria by way of Eerste-fabriken and Silverton. 

At Pretoria they were once more split up — one 
parly, under Lieutenant WiIson,going t^ Irene, the 
other party, under Lieutenant Grimshaw, of the 
Dublin Fusiliers, going out to Commando Nek. 

Both parties were performing outpost duty 
and both had one or two men taken prisoners, 
but in every case these were released on parole. 
After a few days they returned to Pretoria for the 
last time, and on August 18 rejoined Headquarters 
and No. 2 Company, who had just returned from 
taking part in Lieutenant-General Sir Archibald 
Hunter's successful operations in the Brantvvater 
Basin. 

* Lieutenant Berry left Colonel Hickman's force about 
July 12 on sicli leave, and rejoined at Pretoria during 
September. 
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CHAPTER V 

From Pretoria to the surrender of Prinsloo — 
Heidelburg — Reitx — Bethlehem — Spitz Kop — 
Retiefs Nek — Slabbert's Nek — Naauwpoort Nek — 
Golden Gate — The surrender — Escorting the 
prisoners to Winburg — Smaldeel — ^The draft — 
Back to Pretoria. 

After a brief rest of two days, on their return to 
Pretoria from the Battle of Diamond Hill, and 
after drawing a few remounts. Headquarters and 
No. 2 Company, on June 19, started south with 
the 21st Brigade, which still formed part of General 
Ian Hamilton's command. The first day's march 
brought them to Irene, where they were joined by a 
portion of No. i Company and the machine-guns 
under Lieutenants Moeller and Wellby, so that 
the whole detachment, with Headquarters, was 
made up as follows : 

Lieutenant- Colonel Cholmondeley, 

Captain Bell (Adjutant). 

Surgeon- Captain Ryan. Veterinary- Lieutenant Mulvey. 

Lieutenant and Quartermaster Ridler. 
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Sergeant- Major Rouse. 

Sergeant-Cook Prentice. 

Quartermaster-Sergeant Tomkins. 

Captain Waterlow. 

No. I Section. 
Lieutenant Manistv. Sergeant Pugh. 

No. 2 Section. 
Lieutenant Concanon. Sergeant Garrard. 

No. 3 Section. 
Lieutenant Henderson. Sergeant Read. 

Machine-guns. 
Lieutenant Wellbv. Sergeant Park. 

Lieutenant Moeller left at Frankfort. He obtained per- 
mission to be attactied to Captain Bainbridge's M.I., 
where his services were so mucti appreciated that he 
never rejoined. 

During the next day there was a regular deluge 
of rain and sleet, very unusual for the time of 
year, and every one was soaked to the skin by the 
time the force reached Springs, where it halted for 
the night. In consequence of the wet it was very 
difficult to light any fires at all, so that most of 
the men were unable to cook their food or dry 
their clothes, and, as a result, spent a most un- 
comfortable night. 
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Passing the 'Sifftl Gold Mine on June 22. the 
i/Auttiti arrived at Heidelburg on the following 
day. 'Die tr>wn itself was evacuated, but the M.I. 
'//fjt: smartly engaj^ed on the kopjes to the east of 
i]i*: place, Koi)erts' Horse had several casualties, 
but the C.LV.M.I. were not engaged. 

On apprr>aching the town, General Bruce 
llamiltrHi was met by a Cape-cart containing two 
la/lif:'> wli(; were bringing with them a banner 
worker] in silk, the Union Jack being embroidered 
on (ftu: sirje and a portrait of the late Queen 
Victoria ou the other, requesting him to present it 
to flic first regiment to enter the town. The 
Sij'tvrx, hiring the advance-guard on this occasion, 
became the ha|)py recipients. 

The next clay was a Sunday, and as no move 
was ordered, a regimental church parade was held, 
and on June 25 General Hunter took over the 
i.r^mrnand of the whole force from General Ian 
Hamiltr^n, who had broken his collar-bone while 
directing operations three days previously. 

The ecimposition of the force was as follows: 

and (*;iv;ilry Hrif^.ido. 

yd (Jav;ilry Brigade. 

2Ui\ M.I. lirif^ade — Colonel Ridley*s ; Colonel De Lisle*s ; 
Colonel Dawson's ; Colonel Legge*s. 

2ist Hrif^adc — Derby, Sussex, Camerons, C.I.V. (In- 
fantry) ; C.I.V.M.I. 

Kiinington's Guides. 

Divisional Artillery. 
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In addition, two squadrons of Scottish Yeomanry were 
added, making a total of 4i5ol£ccrs,73i2 men, 3942 horses, 
and 30 guns. 



During the day those not on duty searched the 
town for provisions, clothing and boots, but with- 
out much success, as almost everything had been 
already commandeered by the Boers, who had 
evacuated the place on the approach of the troops. 
Tuesday (June 26) was also a quiet and uneventful 
day, save for a smoking concert held at the rail- 
way station in the evening by the light of a huge 
bonfire. Several of the items, in a very varied 
programme, were contributed by the C.I.V. 
Battalion, and the entertainment, which came as a 
welcome relief from the monotony of continual 
" trekking," proved a great success. 

The force left Heidelburg the next morning 
(June 27) and reached the Vaal two days later, 
having on the way passed the Oceana Colliery. 
Crossing the river at Villiersdorp, the C.I.V.M.l. 
found themselves, on the last day of the month, 
once again in the Orange River Colony, and after 
a long and tedious march, during which there was 
a little fighting on the left flank, arrived at Frank- 
fort on July 1. At this point the C.I.V. Battalion 
left the Brigade to escort a convoy to Hcilbron, 
where they remained some time to refit, while 
Lieutenant-Gen eral Sir Hector MacDonald joined 
the force wilh the following troops : 
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Highland Brigade {three battalions). 

12th Company Imperial Yeomanry. 

Eastern Province Horse. 

Lo vat's Scouts, 

5th Battery Royal Field Artillery. 

From Frankfort the march was continued to 
Reitz, which was entered on July 7, and here news 
was received that, after two days fighting, in 
which the C.I.V. Battery had distinguished them- 
selves, Bethlehem had been occupied by the 8th 
Division, under Major-General Sir Leslie Rundle, 
which was made up of the 12th Brigade (Major- 
General Clements) and the 20th Brigade (Major- 
General Paget), At this place the Brigade halted 
five days, and while there, the town forge was 
commandeered and made great use of by the 
C.I.V.M.I. 

Leaving Reitz on July 13, the Brigade took the 
road to Bethlehem, forming camp about three 
miles outside the town on the following day, and 
entering it two days later. 

It was understood that the force would remain 
here until the arrival of a convoy from Heilbron 
with supplies, and on July 18 a mounted force, 
consisting of Imperial Yeomanry and C.I.V.M.I., 
started out to meet it and escort it into Bethlehem, 
as the enemy were reported to be in the neigh- 
bourhood in some strength. It turned out that 
De Wet, with about nine hundred men, having 
broken through the cordon on July 15, was the 
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force in question. The convoy was picked up 
about seventeen miles out, having outspanned 
within seven miles of De Wet's force ; conse- 
quently, although the Boers seemed unwilling to 
attack, theutmost caution was necessary, as the fires 
of both camps were distinctly visible that night fo 
either side. In the course of the next day, however, 
all the wagons were safely escorted into camp. 

It was now that, starting from Bethlehem, 
those singularly interesting operations were begun, 
which resulted in the surrender of General 
Prinsloo. 

Whilst General Hunter, together with Generals 
Clements and MacDonald, forcing his way by 
Retief's and Slabbert's Nek into the Caledon 
Valley, drove the enemy northward up it, it 
devolved upon General Bruce Hamilton to block 
the only two remaining exits, the one at Naauw- 
poort Nek and the other at Golden Gate. 

That the enemy was aware of the importance of 
preventing this was early seen by the determined 
opposition offered to General Bruce Hamilton by 
Commandants Hazebruk, Olivier, Roux — (he fight- 
ing parson — joubert, Du Ploy, Crowdon, Pot- 
geitier, and their commandos. 

Day by day, for eleven successive days, the 
advance was stubbornly disputed, and it was hard 
to determine which to admire most — the military 
instinct of the Boers in their selection of positions 
and method of fighting rear-guard actions, or that 
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of General Bruce Hamilton, which appeared, un- 
errringly, to guide him, amid a wilderness of 
mountains, dongas, kloofs, kopjes, and broken 
ground, to a right decision which were the essen- 
tial points to go for, and the cautious determina- 
tion with which, having made his decision, he 
carried through his scheme of attack. 

On July 20, therefore, the 21st Brigade, from 
which the Sussex had been withdrawn, moved 
out from Bethlehem for Spitzkop, a remarkable 
isolated peak overlooking an immense tract of 
country. From the top, three days later, could 
distinctly be seen the fight at Retief's Nek, then in 
progress — the Boers occupying the heights, their 
horses in the kloofs behind them, the advance of 
the British, the bursting of the shells, and finally 
the rush of the Boers to their horses to gallop 
away. While, away again to the northward, 
across a wide plain, could be seen the Harrismith 
Road leading to Naauwpoort Nek, and along it, 
from time to time, small parties of the enemy 
slipping away in twos and threes. 

The Brigade had only advanced a few miles 
from Bethlehem before the Boers were encoun- 
tered, and a smart engagement ensued lasting 
throughout that day, Spitzkop not being occupied 
until the following morning. So far, only one sec- 
tion of the C.I.V.M.I. under Lieutenant Manisty, 
and the machine-guns under Lieutenant Wellby, 
had been with the Brigade Headquarters, but 
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the rest of the Mounted Infantry now arrived 
from Bethlehem, bringing with them supplies. 

During the afternoon a heavy gale had arisen, 
which grew worse, until by night it was accom- 
panied by torrents of icy rain which finally turned 
to snow, so that the men, bivouacking under their 
blankets, made the camp look like a churchyard 
with its rows of snow-covered mounds. 

In the storm and darkness it had not been 
possible to bring the convoy right in, and it was 
ten o'clock next morning before the snow had 
sufficiently melted to allow of the wagons being 
brought up the steep slope, and then only with 
double teams. 

Meanwhile, General Bruce Hamilton, taking 
with him Lieutenant Manisty and his section of 
the C.I.V.M.I., together with the machine-guns 
under Lieutenant Wellby, made a reconnaissance 
to test the strength of the enemy, and determine 
whether he was strong enough to advance into 
the plain or not. The advance was much annoyed 
by a Boer gun, upon which Lieutenant Wellby 
directed the fire of his machine-guns with such 
good effect that, after repeatedly failing to locate 
him, as he skilfully kept changing his position, 
the Boers finally decided to give up the contest 
and removed their gun. 

The result of the reconnaissance was to deter- 
mine the General to join hands with General 
MacDonald's Brigade. To do this he vacated 
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Spitzkop on July 25, and diverting his course 
from the main road, which was held by the 
enemy, moved south-west over ground so broken 
and precipitous that it was almost impossible for 
wheeled traffic. Thanks, however, to the forbear- 
ance of the enemy, the march was accomplished 
without mishap, though it was long after midnight 
before die last wagon was in. 

While these operations had been going on, the 
troops under Generals MacDonald and Clements 
were engaged on July 23 and 24 in occupying 
Relief's Nek and Slabbert's Nek. Both places 
were strongly held by the enemy, and it was not 
until after nearly two days fighting that Uie posi- 
tions were vacated. In the case of Relief's Nek 
the attack was begun by the Artillery at eight 
o'clock on the morning of July 23, but it was 
nearly two o'clock in the afternoon before the 
direct advance could be undertaken. Under 
cover of the fire of the 8ist Battery R.F.A. the 
Sussex, who had been transferred from the sist 
Brigade, moved out towards a high conical hill 
which overlooked the right side of the Nek, while 
the Highland Light Infantry made for a height 
commanding the Nek to the left. At dusk the 
position remained untaken, although the High- 
land Light Infantry had gained some footing on 
the lower spurs of the height to the left, but 
during the night, with the assistance of that 
splendid corps, Lovat's Scouts, they succeeded in 
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gaining possession of the highest peak fo the east 
of the pass, from which position the whole height 
was successfully occupied next day. 

At daybreak next morning the Sussex and 
8ist Field Battery were brought back to Boshof's 
Farm for the purpose of escorting the convoy, 
while the Seaforths were ordered to make a wide 
turning movement to the left, which proved com- 
pletely successful, for by half-past one in the after- 
noon the whole of the Artillery and baggage were 
able to enter the Nek, and soon after bivouacked 
at Retiefs Nek Farm. 

Meanwhile, to turn to the occupation of Slab- 
bert's Nek. General Clements, having marched 
from Bester's Kop, got into touch with General 
Paget's troops about two and a half miles north of 
the Nek, early on the morning of July 23, He then 
placed his artillery in a position from which they 
could shell the enemy's trenches inside the Nek, 
and at the same time put their guns out of action. 
This done, Brabant's Horse were ordered to seize 
a ridge running down from the high ground on the 
right of the Nek, while the Munsters kept the 
Boers occupied in front. The former were unable 
to make much headway, but the Wilts and Royal 
Irish, by executing a very wide turning movement 
far away to the right, managed to gain a firm 
footing on the high ground, which helped 
siderably to bring about the capture of the 
the following morning. 
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The troops bivouacked that night in the 
positions gained during the day, and early next 
morning, favoured by a mist, four companies of 
the Royal Irish and two companies of Wilts suc- 
ceeded in gaining the ridge to the west of the 
enemy's position. Having gained this point, 
which had already been reconnoitred by Brabanf s 
Horse, who had found it unoccupied. General 
Clements gave orders for the intervening space 
between it and the Nek to be cleared. By midday 
the general advance into the Nek was undertaken, 
the Boers having retired as soon as they saw their 
flank threatened, pursued by Paget's Horse. 

The same evening General MacDonald re- 
ceived orders to join Bruce Hamilton, who, 
having moved from Spitz Kop, had taken up his 
quarters at Nodes Farm, as the latter found that, 
with his attenuated Brigade, he was not strong 
enough to stop the Boers escaping through 
Naauwpoort Nek. The union took place on 
July 25, General MacDonald bringing with him 
the Highland Brigade, two "cow" guns, Lovat's 
Scouts, and two batteries of Artillery. 

On July 26 and 27 the combined force, moving 
across the plain, succeeded in occupying a position 
from which the Harrismith road and Naauwpoort 
Nek could be commanded. But this was not ac- 
complished without severe fighting. The CI.V.M.I. 
on July 27 were employed as advance screen 
to MacDonald's Brigade, with orders to push 
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forward, draw the enemy's fire, and, if pos- 
sible, ascertain their strength. This was done 
without any casualties, but as the Boers were in 
possession of a curious island of rock, standing 
out like a huge fortress in the plain, it was diffi- 
cult to gauge their strength. This little difficulty 
was, however, soon solved by the " cow" gun, 
which, firing over the heads of the C.I.V.M.!., sent 
the enemy scampering out of their schantzes. 

The force, which about this same time was still 
further strengthened by the arrival of two batta- 
lions of Infantry and some guns under Colonel 
Donne, and two squadrons of Scottish Yeomanry 
under Colonel Burn, was now divided again ; 
General MacDonald with the Seaforths, Bedfords, 
and one "cow" gun being posted, on July 27, to 
guard the outlet from Naauwpoort Nek, while 
General Bruce Hamilton with the remainder went 
on to block the only other exit — Golden Gate. 
The same day some of the C.I. V.M.I, accom- 
panied General Bruce Hamilton on reconnais- 
sance, while a few, with a party of Derbys, were sent 
with two ox-wagons to collect forage from two 
farmhouses. One of these, it was found, had already 
been cleared by the Boers, but the other contained 
quite sufficient to fill both wagons. In addition to 
forage, a fair supply of poultry, lemons, and other 
provisions was discovered, and, needless to say, 
full advantage was taken liy the men of the gene- 
ral disposition of the Boer "vrau" to sell on terms 
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distinctly favourable to herself, to supplement the 
army ration, reduced by this time to about half. 

General Bruce Hamilton's task was no easy one ; 
the country was mountainous and broken, whilst 
Nature had placed at intervals across the road a 
succession of ideal positions from which his 
advance was disputed. The last of these positions, 
the crest of a steep hill, commanding the valley 
beyond, was most stubbornly held, the C.l.V.M.I. 
and machine-guns being in action most of the day 
with the Camerons and Colonel Bainbridge's M.I. 

By evening {July 28), the position being still 
untaken, the General gave orders that at dark it 
should be assaulted with the bayonet. A thrilling 
pause succeeded as darkness deepened, till at a 
given signal the Camerons, with the General at 
their head, sprang silently forward, only to find 
that, on reaching the top, it had been evacuated. 

The following morning daylight revealed that 
the Boers were still in occupation of some hills 
beyond. In the valley below numbers of them 
could be seen riding about, whilst hundreds could 
be counted riding up the valley which led by a 
mountainous road, inaccessible to the transport, 
to Golden Gate. 

It being necessary to turn the enemy out of 
this position. Captain Waterlow and the C.l.V.M.I., 
together with Bainbridge's M.I., were sent to 
occupy a commanding hill overlooking the road. 

On a bare mountain side fully exposed, and 
just as a ravine had to be crossed, a Boer gun 
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opened on them with such accuracy as to show 
that the distance had been already marked out. 
Shell after shell fell among them till, to those 
looking on, it seemed as if the casualties must 
be very severe, but fortunately the C.l.V.M.I, 
escaped unhurt, though some of Bainbridge's 
men were hit. Meanwhile the guns, reinforced in 
the afternoon by the Sussex, were dispersing the 
Boers in the valley, though it cannot be said that 
the artillery fire caused them to hurry very much. 

The Brigade had still another ten miles march 
round the foot of a mountain in order to reach 
the main exit from Golden Gate at a place called 
Stephanus Draai, This was reached by nightfall 
(July 29). 

This last move practically completed the work 
of hemming in the Boers, for on the previous 
day General Hunter had advanced from Fouries- 
burg with the troops under Generals Rundle, 
Clements and Paget, and had established him- 
self at Schoonzicht Farm, where, on July 29, he 
received a letter from General Prinsloo asking for 
four days armistice. The only reply to this request 
was a further advance, which eventually brought 
a message from the Boer General to say that he 
would unconditionally surrender next day, July 30. 

Early on the morning of July 30, Colonel 
Cholraondeley was sent for by the General (who 
had during the night received despatches from 
General Hunter from the other side of the range 
of mountains) and directed to ride, under a 
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of truce, into the Boer lines and deliver to the 
Commandant the letter demanding unconditional 
surrender. The only clean towel in the camp 
— ^the General's — being requisitioned for a flag, 
and tied to a bamboo driving-whip, the Colonel, 
accompanied by Captain Bell (the Adjutant) and 
an interpreter, set forth. Very soon two Boers 
were seen riding away, and on cantering up to 
them they promptly dismounted, unslung their 
rifles and dropped behind a stone. However, 
on making them understand that the party wished 
to be taken to the Commandant, they consented 
to show the way, and it was interesting to note 
that every rock, which before had appeared de- 
serted, was now bristling with Boer rifles, and 
in all directions shaggy brown heads peeped 
curiously at the party. 

Commandant Crowther, a keen-eyed, suspicious 
individual of the regular Highland deerstalker 
stamp, now came down the rocks, and after much 
hesitation, gave a guide to conduct the party to 
such Commandants as could be found. 

After riding some ten miles into the mountains, 
and being passed from one minor Commandant 
to another, it became evident that no one in 
sufficient authority was present to take action 
in so important a matter, so the mission was con- 
ducted back. On the way Colonel Cholmondeley 
stopped at the farm round which, on the previous 
day, the Artillery's shells had been bursting, in 
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order to buy some bread and a cup of coffee. The 
woman was openly hostile, although she con- 
sented to sell the bread, and on being asked if the 
shells had frightened her, replied, " Oh dear no, 1 
only wished I was a man to fight too." She also 
said that she had only eight sons, five were fighting, 
and she regretted the others were not old enough 
to do the same. As the party rode away, she 
called out that no burgher had ever been there 
with a white flag she was thankful to say. 

During the night, or early next morning, the 
Boers having decided to surrender, the Brigade 
moved forward towards Golden Gate, and the 
General went out to meet the Boer Comman- 
dants and arrange the details of the surrender. 
Whilst this was going on the dust of a column 
could be seen making off in the direction of 
Harrismith, with a number of ambulances, 
shrewdly suspected of containing guns. This 
turned out to be Hazebruk and his commando, 
who, with the customary "slimness" of a Boer, 
had utilised the period of negotiations for his 
escape. 

Unconditional surrender being required. Col. 
de Moulins, of the Sussex, was appointed by 
General Bruce Hamilton to take charge of the 
prisoners. Colonel Cholmondeley obtained per- 
mission to accompany him, and was present at a 
very memorable scene. Riding on some four 
miles with a small M.I, escort and rounding the 
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shoulder of a hill, the party suddenly came into 
a punch-bowi-shnped valley, surrounded with 
high hills and entirely hidden by them. In this 
were massed crowds of evil-looking Boers, armed 
to the teeth, besides a number of women and 
children. 

In all there were about 

1500 men, 385 mules, 

1S90 horses, 66 wagons, 

940 oxen, 153 Cape-carts, 

besides loads of ammunition and. one of our own 
guns, taken at Sanna's Post, 

About 1700 rifles were handed in, including 
some beautiful weapons by the best makers, and 
it was hard to see all these stacked and reduced 
to ashes. 

Most of the men seemed good-humoured and 
not very sorry to surrender ; a few only appeared 
to feel the disgrace at all keenly. 

On Friday, August 3, the CI.V.M.L, as part of 
the escort in charge of the prisoners, started for 
Winburg, which was not reached until August 12. 
The procession, if such it may be called, was a 
very curious and interesting sight. Some of the 
prisoners rode, others preferred Cape-carts, while 
others, again, stuck to the ox-wagons. Those 
who wished to ride were allowed one horse each, 
and in most cases they were given those animals 
which were unfit for further service, their own 
, horses, which for the most part were in good 
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condition, being all country- bred, having been 
taken over and issued to the troops as remounts. 

One day was much the same as another, the 
routine being : reveille, 6 o'clock ; breakfast, 6.30 ; 
inarch, 7.30 ; and, in the middle of the day, a halt 
of about two hours, reaching camp early in the 
evening. 

On August 5 Bethlehem was reached, Senekal 
four days later, and on August 12 the column 
arrived at Winburg, and there entrained the 
prisoners for Cape Town. The weather during 
the latter stages of the journey was very boisterous, 
with many blinding sandstorms, several of the 
prisoners riding with handkerchiefs over their 
faces in order to keep out the stinging sand and 
biting wind. 

At this point the C.I.V.M.I. severed their con- 
nection with the 2ist Brigade, after more than two 
months continuous work under General Bruce 
Hamilton, during which time they had taken part 
in the operations at Diamond Hill and in this last 
great move to the Basutoland border. 

Leaving the Brigade earlynext morning. Colonel 
Cholmondeley marched his men to within a few 
miles of Smaldeel Junction, where they bivouacked 
for the night, and on the following morning pro- 
ceeded to the station, where they met the draft 
which had just arrived from England, The 
enthusiasm of the latter was remarkable, and every 
one tacitly admitted thai it would be a pity not to 
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allow full scope for the display of energy to which 
they treated their more retiring but war-worn, 
dirty, and ragged companions ; in fact, ample 
opportunity was afforded them in the work of 
loading the trains previous to the departure, once 
more, for Pretoria. 

Owing to the scarcity of rolling stock the 
accommodation was extremely limited, fifty-five 
men being packed into one coal-truck, which bore 
very distinctive traces of former cargoes, and this, 
combined with Hmited accommodation, rendered 
a two-days journey anything but a treat. 

Pretoria was reached on August 17, and after 
being inspected by Lord Roberts, the whole 
detachment went into camp once more on the 
east side of the town, where they were joined next 
day by the remaining details of No. i Company, 
under Lieutenants Wilson and Duncan Baillie. 
So far as Headquarters and the men belonging to 
No. I Company were concerned, their labours 
were now virtually ended, for they remained at 
Pretoria for the next six weeks as part of the 
garrison, their duties for the most part being 
confined to patrols and pickets. No. 2 Company, 
on the other hand, as will be seen from the next 
chapter, were fortunate enough to take part in 
the interesting operations between Pretoria and 
Komati Poort, only returning on October i, two 
days before the whole Regiment left Pretoria «i 
route for home. 



CHAPTER VI 

From Pretoria to Komati Poort — Middelburg — 
Belfast — Dulsfoum — Lydenburg — Nooitgedacht 
^Kaapmuiden and Komati Poort. 

On the evening of August 26 an order was 
received for sixty men to proceed in the morning 
as escort to some mule wagons from Pretoria 
to Belfast, a village about one hundred and thirty 
miles east on the Delagoa Bay Railway, 

The convoy was to proceed with the greatest 
despatch, and in no case were more than six days 
to be occupied by the journey. 

Then arose a great and important question, 
viz.. Who was to go ? For neither Company 
could alone raise sixty horses sound enough to 
do a forced march {for the convoy would have 
to cover over twenty-one miSes a day, and the 
escort would, of course, travel considerably farther), 
most of the horses being quite worn out with 
continual trekking on short rations, and although, 
since arriving in Pretoria, remounts had been 
applied for every day, there were none available. 

Ultimately it was decided to bciid the olTicers 
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and men from No. 2 Con^Kuiy mounted upon the 
soundest horses which could be found in both 
Companies, so, early on August 27, a start was 
made. Lieutenant Concanon being in conmiand, 
and the convoy, which was picked up as it passed 
the camp, was found to consist of fifty empty 
mule wagons in charge of Captain Cowper Coles, 
of the 43rd Company A.S.C. 

Perhaps it would be as well, before proceed- 
ing further, to give an outline of the events 
which had lately taken place, and which necessi- 
tated wagons being so hurriedly sent out from 
Pretoria* 

After their defeat at Diamond Hill, some eigh- 
teen or twenty miles east of Pretoria, on June 11 
and 12, the Boer army under General Botha had 
retreated in an easterly direction, and though they 
had been pushed farther and farther to the east- 
ward during the months of July and August, they 
still maintained unbroken communication, by 
means of the railway, with Delagoa Bay. 
Towards the end of August they took up a very 
strong position near Belfast, from which they 
were evicted, after three days fighting (August 25- 
27), by Lord Roberts, with whom General Sir 
Redvers BuUer, moving up from the south, had 
co-operated.* 

General Botha abandoned the railway and 

^ Craik and Sandlands were present, acting as Lord 
>berts' orderlies. 
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retreated northwards towards the fastnesses near 
Lydenburg. General Buller followed him up, 
while Lord Roberts remained at Belfast organis- 
ing an advance towards Komati Poort, 

General Buller advanced along the Machado- 
dorp-Lydenburg road, but when he got into the 
Crocodile Valley found himself opposed to a very 
strong position, resembling Lang's Nek, which 
would have necessitated a frontal attack, result- 
ing in a very large loss of life. Having reported 
his position to Headquarters, Lord Roberts deter- 
mined to send a force under General Ian Hamil- 
ton from Belfast to turn the Boer right flank. 

Before this could be done, transport for General 
Ian Hamilton's force had to be collected, and 
orders were received in Pretoria to send out 
wagons from there, and, luckily for it, the 
detachment of the C.I.V.M.I. was detailed to 
form the escort. 

The first day's march was through country 
which was more or less familiar, as it had been 
passed through on the return to Pretoria after the 
battle of Diamond Hill. 

At Eerstefabriken the convoy halted and out- 
spanned for about an hour close to the Whisky 
Distillery owned by Messrs. Lewis and Marks, and 
then proceeded, following the railway past Elands 
River station, near which place the C.I.V.M.I, had 
bivouacked the day following the battle (and where 
was found a placard posted by some jocular Boer 
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in the booking-office, expressing his regret that he 
could not find a ticket there for St. Helena), and 
outspanned for the night close to Reitfontein sta- 
tion. The next day's march took them to Bronk^ 
horst-spruit, the place of the massacre of our troops 
in the 1881 campaign. Here they had a delightful 
bathe in the river. That night was an exceed- 
ingly dark one, in fact so dark that one of the 
patrols lost its way in visiting the pickets, and 
was not seen again until daylight. There was 
also a very heavy thunderstorm. The next day 
the detachment reached Balmoral through undula- 
ting country. All round the place are copses of 
blue gums, like those round Johannesburg, which 
are grown for use in the coal mines in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

At every post they passed orders were received, 
by wire from Belfast, to push on as fast as 
possible, and on every hand there were rumours 
of the enemy being in the near neighbourhood, 
and of patrol encounters, which naturally gave 
rise to much anxiety, as there were only sixty 
men to escort fifty wagons, which in some places 
trailed out considerably. 

The nature of the country, too, undulating with 
large folds in the ground, capable of concealing a 
considerable number of men, necessitated a large 
proportion of the escort being occupied in scout- 
ing, hence the force was much scattered. 

Had anything happened to this convoy, it 
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would have been most serious, as it would have 
delayed General BuUer's advance for at least 
another week, while other transport was being 
provided for General Ian Hamilton. 

From Balmoral the convoy trekked to Oliphant's 
River and outspanned there for the night of 
August 30, arriving at Middelburg next day — a 
nice place with a good water supply. Here they 
found about fifty horses, mostly unfit to ride, but 
which they were ordered to take on to help the 
mutes in the wagons. 

Wonderfontein was the next place. Arriving 
here after dark the whole convoy was taken into 
the place without meeting a single picket, or being 
once challenged by a sentry. 

Moving off again at daybreak, the convoy 
reached Belfast early on Sunday, September 2, 
and very glad the escort was to be rid of it. 

The question which then arose was, What was 
going to happen to them ? No orders had been 
received, although the other troops had been told 
to be ready to move out early next morning. 
However, at four o'clock that morning, orders 
came for them to move at half-past six with 
General Ian Hamilton. 

At it happened, they were the only mounted 
troops with this column, and so were detailed 
as advance-guard, but al.^o had to supply a few 
men as screens to the flank-guards. 

Nothing of importance occurred during the 
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morning, although from time to time small 
parties of Boers were seen. The column was 
making for Schwartz Kopjes, to the north of 
Belfast, and on approaching them the advance- 
guard was fired on by the enemy, who were 
posted on a steep ridge up which the road ran. 
Galloping forward, the detachment dismounted 
under cover of a slight rise, and advanced, 
inclining to the left, from ridge to ridge, until 
they got to a fairly good position, from which 
they could effectually return the fire. Meanwhile 
the Boers had opened fire on the column with a 
gun, but apparently fearing that they would be 
outflanked, they soon withdrew it, and could be 
seen, some on horseback and some in Cape-carts, 
retiring in the direction of Dulstoum.* 

This was the time that the horses were wanted, 
for, had they been in their proper place, it is not 
improbable that the Boer gun might have been 
captured, or at any rate some damage done to the 
enemy as they were retiring, but on foot it was 
impossible to follow up sufficiently quickly. No 
trace of the horses could be seen, and it was 
not until the dismounted men had trudged back, 
almost to the column, that they were found. 

There is no doubt that led horses require a 
really good man in charge of them, and one who 

* This was the first time that Sergeant Gilespie, Privates 
Chichester and Collins (the only men of the draft who saw 
any fighting) came under fire. 
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will follow up the dismounted men as dose as 
cover will allow ; in tliis case it seems that, as soon 
as the men had dismounted, the horses were 
trotted away to the rear and kept there. 

However, the detachment, which was the only 
body of troops engaged that day, was compli- 
mented by General Smith-Dorrien upon the work 
they had done. 

The column bivouacked that night under cover 
of the ridge, which had just been evacuated by the 
Boers, and the latter, from their new position on 
the near side of Dulstoum, tried to make them- 
selves unpleasant by firing a few shells, but, 
fortunately, the range was too great. 

The next day, September 4, the column moved 
towards Dulstoum, but had only advanced a short 
distance when the enemy again opened fire with 
their gun, but did no damage. Shortly afterwards 
the scouts of the advance-guard came under rifle 
fire, so halted for a few minutes to get some *dea 
of the enemy's position. As Lieutenant Concanon 
with the majority of the detachment advanced. 
Lieutenant Manisty with eight men worked away 
to the left in order to try to outflank the Boer 
right. Pushing forward, the enemy were gradu- 
ally forced to retire, and withdrawing their gun, 
retreated through the village of Dulstoum, which 
is situated in a valley the sides of which are very 
steep and rocky, whilst the bottom, in places, is 
very marshy. 
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On reaching a spot overlooking the village, 
Lieutenant Manisty sent Corporal Townshend to 
get in touch with Lieutenant Concanon and ask 
for orders, but seeing the Boers streaming up 
the opposite side of the valley, it appeared to 
him that, if they were allowed time to take up 
a position on the opposite hill, they would take 
some dislodging. He therefore advanced, trust- 
ing to Lieutenant Concanon to back him up, 
inclining towards the right, and dashed down 
through the village, where the Boer women were 
waving white flags and handkerchiefs, evidently 
with a view to stopping the advance, and so give 
further time for their men to get away. On the 
far side of the village was a stream, on the other 
side of which commenced a very steep ascent, and 
the only practicable place for horses to move 
quickly was the road. The road was chosen, but 
owing to the steepness, the men became so 
scattered that when the enemy opened fire there 
were only two rifles to reply." 

The Boers were firing not only from the front, 
but from some detached kopjes on the right flank ; 
still there was excellent cover amongst the rocks, 

* Sergeant Belts and Corporal Bliimfield, neither of 
whom ought lo have been there: Betts was Transport- 
sergeant, but leaving his wagons in charge of the cook, 
bad come out to see some fun, evidently inspired by the 
sport of the previous day; while Blumfield ought to have 
been with Lieutenant Concanon. 
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and every minute added to the number of answer- 
ing rifles as the rest of the men came up one by 
one. 

Lieutenant Concanon had waited on the near 
side of Dulstoum for orders from General Smith- 
Dorrien, and the party was very glad when he 
received orders to advance and came up to its 
support ; the Boer fire was then able to be re- 
turned so effectually that the enemy not only 
retired from their position on the flank, but also 
from in front. The Boers on the flank had to 
retire over the open, but at long range, so that 
probably no damage was done. A company of 
the Royal Irish and a pompom having then come 
up, the detachment advanced (dismounted) on to 
the brow, where it received orders that it was to 
post observation posts, as the column would out- 
span in the village for a couple of hours, to allow 
dinners to be cooked. 

An observation post was put out about half a mile 
to the front in a very advantageous position, but 
it was a difficult place to get to over rock-strewn 
ground. Another post had been pushed out on 
the right, and when one of the officers visited 
it, after having posted the first mentioned, he 
found them all, with the exception of the sentry, 
quietly enjoying themselves, two trying to sleep, 
and the corporal in charge reading a novel. 
Having nothing to cook, a couple of men were 
sent back to the wagons for some bully. 
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Nothing more was seen of the Boers that day. 
When the column advanced again it was found 
that it had been strengthened by the arrival, by 
forced marches, of part of General Bullet's force, 
viz., the i8th Hnssars, 19th Hussars, 5th Lancers, 
and a Section of A Battery R,H.A., under the 
command of Brigadier - General Brocklehurst. 
The Cavalry, of course, took over the work that 
the C.LV.M.L detachment had been doing, and 
formed the advance-guard, the detachment follow- 
ing just in their rear. Three or four men, under 
Lance-Corporal Crawhall, were left at Dulstoum to 
act as Telegraph Orderlies, General Ian Hamilton 
having impressed upon the inhabitants that if 
any harm came to them or to the telegraphists 
he would return and burn down the village. 

From Dulstoum the column moved on a few 
miles and halted for the night at Palmietfon- 
tein, where there was a stream of good clear 
water. 

Shortly after the camp had been formed it was 
rumoured that part of the troops would move off 
again that night, and this was confirmed by the 
detachment receiving orders to supply four men 
to report to the Officer Commanding i st Battalion 
Royal Scots at eight o'clock. At that hour half 
battalion of the Royal Scots moved off along the 
Lydenburg road, advancing about six miles, and 
finally taking up a position upon a kopje to the 
right of the valley, which commanded a nasty 
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pass through which the column would have to 
march the next day. 

When this had been accomplished two of the 
four men were sent back to camp fo report that 
the position had been occupied, the other two re- 
maining with the Royal Scots in case it should be 
necessary to send any other communication. 

The following telegram was received by General 
Ian Hamilton from General Bullcr : 

"September 4. — Please let me know your 
movements. I cannot tell you much of enemy's 
position here, as he is eight hundred feet above 
me. He has three Long Toms, but only two of 
them on your side." 

On September 5 the column marched to 
Wemershoek. General BuUer reported that he 
was attacking the Boers on the left of their 
position (the side farthest from General Ian 
HamiUon), but found it very difficult, and the 
same evening telegraphed from Badfontein to 
General Ian Hamilton : 

" 1 congratulate you on your grand advance. 
I have just turned the Boers off the hill to my 
right ; they have taken away a Long Tom I 
hoped to have caught, but it cannot come into 
action against you. I advance to-morrow 
foot of pass." 



The next morning (September 6) tht 
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was on the move before daylight (half-past six). 
A nasty mist was hanging about the valley along 
which the road lay, and the ground in places 
was very marshy. At daylight snipers appeared, 
doing, however, little or no damage, but as the 
advance-guard approached Spitz Kop, which 
commanded the pass, upon the far side of 
which lay the Boer position which had checked 
General Buller, the Cavalry found a few Boers 
opposed to them, and their advance was delayed 
for a short time, but, dismounting and advancing 
on foot, they succeeded in dislodging the enemy, 
who bolted, and left the pass free for the advance. 

This pass was an exceedingly nasty one, barely 
fifty yards wide, with the hills rising almost per- 
pendicularly on each side. At the bottom there 
was just room enough for the stream and a road, 
and every one was very thankful when the plain 
on the far side opened up to view. It was then 
found that the object of the flanking movement 
had been attained, that the Boers had evacuated 
the position which they held facing General 
Buller, and had retreated through Lydenburg. 

General Brocklehurst advanced immediately 
upon the town, which he entered with the help of 
Lord Dundonald, but was driven out again. That 
night the column bivouacked at Reitfontein, about 
six miles from the town, but it was not a good 
place for water, for although, for drinking purposes, 
it could be obtained within a mile of camp, the 



MOUNTED INFANTRY 151 

horses and mules had to be taken back along the 
road they had come for about two miles, This, 
after a day's march, is not only excessively annoy- 
ing for the men, but the poor beasts get their 
water only by adding another four miles to their 
alreadj' far too long march. It is the same in a 
great many cases with the men. — After a long 
march they come in tired, hungry, thirsty and 
sleepy, and the Infantry too often footsore, and 
the first question is, Where is the water ? The 
regimental water-carts may be miles behind, and 
will not get in to camp for some hours after the 
men, so that they have to trudge long distances to 
fill their mess-tins or bottles. 

General Buller, as soon as the Boers withdrew, 
advanced and encamped that night about three 
miles east of General Ian Hamilton, on the 
Machadodorp-Lydenburg road. 

Shortly after bivouacking, an order came for a 
corporal and five men to be sent up one of the 
kloofs to bring in some cattle which were said to 
be kraaLed there. As the light faded they were 
still without trace of the cattle, but at last dis- 
covered some score or so, which they proceeded 
to drive in. However, on their way back they 
were attracted by the lowing of beasts to another 
kraal which they had hitherto not observed, and 
found there some forty or fifty head more, besides 
some goats, in the charge of some Kaffirs, who 
declared that they were not Dutchman's cattle, but 
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Kaffir-man's cattle. However, Dutch or Kaffir- 
man's cattle, they had to be brought in. On hand- 
ing them over to the supply officer the corporal in 
charge (Crawhall) received a draft for ;^6o made 
out in the names of himself and the men who had 
accompanied him. This amount was afterwards, 
on board the Aurania on the way home, divided 
up amongst the whole detachment with the excep- 
tion of the officers. 

On September 7 the advance was continued to 
Lydenburg, the column moving off at six o'clock 
in the morning, the front and flanks being covered 
by a squadron of the 5th Lancers under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel King, and the Infantry pickets 
being relieved by Cavalry posts shortly after a 
quarter to six. 

The following is an extract from Divisional 
Orders : 

*' L General BuUer has begged the General 
Officer commanding to warn his force that a 
large proportion of the residents* of Lydenburg 
are English. It will be necessary, therefore, to 
be particularly careful that no damage is done 
to private property in the town. 

*'II. Forage. — The ration of forage for 
animals will be reduced to three-quarters from 
to-day." 

The column formed camp near a farm sur- 
rounded by eucalyptus-trees, about three hundred 



MOUNTED INFANTRY 153 

yards from the stream, which General Smith- 
Dorrien made his headquarters, and having settled 
down, a number of men rushed off to get a bathe. 
Across the stream could be seen a road enshrined in 
a cloud of dust, and choked with the huge baggage 
train of the Natal army, while the air rang with a 
skirl of pipes as the two Battalions of the Gordons 
(the isf Battalion with General Ian Hamilton, and 
the 2nd with General Buller) greeted each other 
for the first time in the campaign. 

Meanwhile, as some were still bathing, and 
others were lolling about and enjoying, for once, a 
slack time, the boom of a gun was heard to the 
east, followed by the screech of a shell as it came 
hurtling along towards the camp, finally bursting 
just over the stream and killing two men nf the 
Royal Irish who were then bathing. Another 
shell burst over the Volunteer Company {London 
Scottish) attached to the 2nd Gordons, and killed 
or wounded fifteen. The Boers continued firing 
from two Long Toms from the top of a hill called 
Paardepiaats, about six miles east of the town, 
from a point about seventeen hundred feet above 
the camp. They not only shelled the camp but 
also the town. 

The "cow" guns replied intermittently, but 
were unable to effectually silence the Long Toms. 

As soon as the first shell was fired men and 
horses were scattered, and it was a good thing 
that this was done, for shortly afterwards one 
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shell burst in the ground about forty yards 
behind the carts, and another shrapnel burst just 
over the camp, the bullets and fragments coming 
right into the lines. 

As the camp was just about at the extreme 
range of the Boer guns, the regiments lying along- 
side b^an shifting their quarters farther away, 
and Lieutenant Concanon gave the order for the 
C.I.V.M.I. lines to be moved also ; so the mules 
were unspanned to carry the saddles and kits to 
the new ground, in order to avoid bringing the 
horses into range again. As this was being done, 
the Brigade-Major {Colonel Inglefieid) rode up 
and countermanded the order, saying that he 
intended, as soon as it was dusk, to bring the 
regiments back on to their old ground. 

The following is an extract from Divisional 
Orders : 



"September 7, 1900. — I. Yesterday the enemy 
retreated in two columns, the larger one going 
on the road to Spitz Kop and comprising about 
1800 men with two Long Toms under General 
Botha, the smaller one going towards ICruger's 
Post, and consisting of about 500 men with one 
Long Tom (which was damaged at Ladysmith) 
and some other guns. They are rumoured to 
be short of rifle and howitzer ammunition and 
to be in a disorganised state. It is said they 
intend to concentrate at Pilgrim's Rest. 
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"II. Bounds. The town is out of bounds 
for the troops. Officers or men requiring 
stores are to send a representative to Colonel 
Chichester, Provost-Marshal, who will give 
them a permit to buy. Colonel Chichester is to 
be found at the Landrost's office." 

Having received no orders for a movement, the 
detachment was expecting to remain in camp, but, 
much lo the joy of every one, about seven o'clock 
on the morning of September 8 orders were 
received (just as the other troops were moving 
out in the direction of Paardeplaats) to form the 
escort to " S " Section pompoms. Since daylight 
the camp had been shelled by the Long Toms on 
the top of Paardeplaats. Having crossed the 
stream, the escort joined the pompoms and lay 
with other troops under a ridge, waiting for the 
order to advance, until about eleven o'clock. 

The Boer position was an extremely strong one, 
on a high steep range of hills, the summit being 
about seventeen hundred feet above the camp, 
formed more or less in the shape of the sole of a 
horse's foot with the shoe attached, and a ridge 
resembling the frog jutting out and sloping 
towards the west. Up this frog was the only 
road to Spitz Kop, traversing the centre of the 
Boer position. The sides of the shoe were 
broken in places by deep ravines, and a turning 
movement was extremely difficult. 
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This position, almost impregnable as it appeared, 
u-as carried with trifling loss by the Infantry 
attacking from both flanks and forcing their way 
inwards along the position towards the centre. 

Under cover of Artillery, the Devons worked 
along the right, and the ist Battalion Royal Scots 
the left, while the ist Battalion Royal Irish were 
detailed for the attack on the centre. 

About half-past ten the centre began to advance, 
and made their way over the open towards the 
road. At about eleven o'clock the pompoms were 
ordered up to the front as fast as possible, and 
eraer^ng from the shelter of the ridge they found 
that the plain, which had appeared almost flat, was 

I broken up by numerous fissures and one steep- 
sided stream. Consequently it was impossible to 
make a direct course for the road, as the easiest 
places for the pompoms to cross had to be ascer- 
tained by the escort. On arriving at the foot of 
the kopje the road was found to be blocked by 
numerous other guns — howitzers, R.H.A. and 
R.F.A., all on the one road, which was the only 
track up which guns could be moved. Whenever 
an opportunity offered, a gun would be unlim- 
bered, come into action, fire a few rounds, limber 
up again, and then resume its place in the battery ; 
and the way in which they were handled over the 
very difficult ground was really magnificent. 
The pompoms, being somewhat lighter, were 
able to get along faster, and although, as they got 
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higher, the ground got steept;r, tlie horses seemed 
to go into their collars as though they enjoyed it. 

After a while No. 2 Section was ordered to dis- 
mount and advance on foot, and to keep with the 
pompoms, but this was impossible, as the latter 
was on the road, while the escort, having to clamber 
in extended order over the rocks, was soon left 
somewhat in the rear ; nevertheless they pounded 
on, passing line after line of Infantry until they got 
to the top and found the pompons just coming 
into action against the retreadng enemy. 

A cold wind was blowing, which became colder 
and colder as the troops ascended, and as the top 
was neared a thick mountain mist came down 
which completely obscured the whole summit. 

General Smith-Dorrien came across the detach- 
ment as it was struggling along, and gave orders 
for ten men to mount and ride on with all speed 
to see if the summit was still held. These were 
sent for from No. i Section, as they were fresher 
than the men of No. 2 Section, who had been 
chasing the pompoms on foot, but when they 
reached the top they found that some of Riming- 
ton's Guides had arrived there before them. 

On reaching the top it was almost impossible to 
see fifty yards ahead on account of the mist, but 
now and then a draught of wind would blow it 
aside for a minute or two, revealing a deep valley 
in front, in which were some Boers, while others 
were galloping up a road on the opposite side. 



I 
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On these occasions the guns, pompoms and 
rifles would open fire, but only a very little 
damage was done. 

Here the detachment saw General Buller for the 
first and only time. 

At about four o'clock in the afternoon, it being 
impossible to do any more that day, the troops 
were ordered back to camp — a weary ti^amp down 
the mountain side of about nine miles. Half-way 
down they passed the baggage of General Buller's 
column, which had moved up and foimed camp. 

Leading their hoi'ses most of the way, the 
detachment did not reach camp until long after 
dark, but when about four miles from camp, Lieu- 
tenant Concanon rode on and ordered tea to be 
made for all hands by the time they arrived. 

During all hours of the night stragglers from 
the different Infantry regiments continued to 
come in, having lost their way in the darkness, 
owing to the difficult nature of the country. 

On September 8, 1900, Generals Buller and 
Ian Hamilton separated, the former following up 
the Boers who had retreated from Paardeplaats 
towards Spitz Kop, while the latter made his way 
south again towards Machadodorp. 

Starting at six o'clock in the morning, and 
traversing the road by which General Buller had 
advanced on Lydenburg, General Ian Hamilton 
arrived at Klip Spruit, in tlie Crocodile Valley, 
about one o'clock in the afternoon, having passed 
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over the Boer position which had checked General 
Buller for a week or more. This position was 
certainly a very strong one. 

The Valley of the Crocodile, up which General 
Buller had advanced, was bounded on either 
side by almost inaccessible mountains, and the 
northern end was barred by a steep ridge, up a 
projecting spur of which the road to Lydenburg 
ran, so that a flanking attack was almost im- 
possible. 

At Klip Spruit General Ian Hamilton halted for 
the day, and the C.I.V.M.I., who were again the 
only mounted troops in the column (General 
Brocklehurst with his Brigade having rejoined 
General Buller at Lydenburg), provided the neces- 
sary observation posts, as they had been doing and 
continued to do until Koraati Poort was reached. 

Throughout the march the composition of the 
advance- and rear -guards was as follows : 

Advance-guard. 
C.I.V.M.I. 
aoth Battery R.F.A. 
" S " Section Pompoms. 

One Battalion General Smith -D omen's Brigade. 
R.E. Section. 
Two Ambulances. 

Ten Rifles Ct.V.M.I. 

Half Battalion Genera! Smith-D omen's Brigade. 

One Section Royal Canadian Artillery. 

One Ambulance ; 
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the Royal Artillery and the Royal Canadian 
Artillery taking it in turns to be in the advance- 
ajid rear-guards. 

Divisional Orders contained the following : 

" I. The groceries, biscuit and forage now in 
possession of units must be made to last to night 
of nth instant. 

" II. General Buller was good enough to ex- 
press to General Ian Hamilton his approbation 
of the way Hamilton's Force had carried out 
their part of the attack on Paardeplaats," 

The following day the Spruit was crossed by . 
means of a very good ii'on suspension bridge, and 
the course lay along the valley almost due south. 
On arrival at the end of the valley the column 
halted for a couple of hours, and the detachment, 
being the advance-guard, took up posts on the 
hills to the soutli. 

The head of the column rea'ched the summit 
just at dusk, but the unfortunate rear-guard did 
not get in until nearly midnight. The hill was 
excessively steep and the strain on the animals 
very great, the transport losing during the climb 
twenty-five mules from exhaustion. 

Any one who has had the misfortune to be one 
of a rear-guard on such an occasion wilt re- 
member it during the rest of his life. Somewhere 
half-way up the mountain side a waggon sticks, 
the team may not be equal to the strain, or there 
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may be a large hole in the road or several yards of 
deep sand, and the whole of the rest of the column 
is delayed on this account. Nobody who has not 
experienced it can conceive the dreariness which 
comes over one as time after time there is a check. 
The column moves on — thank goodness 1 — but 
only some thirty or fifty yards ; and then, oh I 

d , something else gone wrong. One turns 

about in a mechanical way, and wishes that there 
might be an attack to relieve the monotony. 

The following day, September ii, General Ian 
Hamilton continuedhis march to Helvetia, afarm- 
house about six miles north of Machadodorp, and 
the column halted for orders from Headquarters, 
which arrived in about two hours, and which 
were, that the force was to bivouac for the night. 

The country round was pretty, the grass on 
the hillsides had been burnt and the hills showed 
a mixture of black, sepia, rock and green, the 
young grass just appearing in places. 

Late in the evening some wagons came in, 
carrying mails which had been despatched from 
home in June. 

At Helvetia (which on maps is shown in fairly 
large letters, as if it were an important town, but 
which in reality is only a farmhouse) the high 
land ends abruptly and the road to Waterval- 
Onder, by which the column proceeded, zigzags 
down an almost precipitous mountain side for 
nearly two thousand feet. 
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Waterval-Onder consists of a station, a store, 
and a few houses, and here for the first time the 
column experienced the trial of a sudden change 
of cHmate — that from the fine bracing climate of 
the high veldt, to the steamy hothouse atmosphere 
of the hush veldt. 

On this day news was received that President 
Kruger, with Reitz and the archives of the South 
African Republic, had crossed the Portuguese 
Frontier and had arrived at Lorenzo Marques 
with a view to sailing to Europe, and that Lord 
Roberts had issued a proclamation stating that 
Kruger's flight showed how hopeless was the 
Boer cause, and how useless it was for the Boers 
to continue the struggle ; that the fifteen thou- 
sand prisoners which we then held would not be 
released until the burghers then in the field 
surrendered, and that the war was degenerating 
into guerilla warfare, and he would be compelled 
to adopt the means prescribed by the customs 
of war to put a stop to it. At the same time 
he pointed out how ruinous such measures 
would be to the counti*y, and how they would 
entail endless suffering on the inhabitants, but 
that the longer guerilla warfare continued, the 
more rigorously would such methods be en- 
forced. 

News was also received that General Pole- 
Carew had engaged the enemy in the neighbour- 
hood of Waterval-Onder on September 8, when 
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Colonel Henry's M.l. had inflicted severe loss on 
them. 

From Waterval-Onder the column struck east 
along the valley through which the Crocodile 
River flows, every commanding height along the 
route being picketed, the pickets remaining on the 
heights until the rear-guard had passed. General 
Smith-Dorrien moved with the advance-guard, 
and himself superintended the picketing, 

Nooitgedacht, where the British prisoners had 
been confined for some time in a small enclosure 
surrounded by barbed-wire entanglements, was 
passed through. 

The small space occupied by the prisoners had 
been lighted by electricity, and the huts, which 
they had managed to rig up for themselves, were 
more like pigsties than anything else. 

Some had managed to get a piece of corrugated 
iron, others had rigged up shelters of sacks, and 
the whole space had the appearance of having 
been a quagmire in wet weather. 

From Nooitgedacht the column marched to 
Godwaan station. 

On this day's march the detachment supplied 
one section to work with what was left of Mont- 
morency's Scouts, to seek some cattle which were 
reported to be concealed high up on the mountain- 
side. No cattle were, however, discovered, but 
the day affords a good example of the trials of a 
private on active service. 
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A.'s horse gave in when he was nearly at the top 
of the mountain, and B. went to his assistance. 
Being ordered to go back and rejoin the column, 
they managed to get the horse down as far as the 
spruit in the valley, when it had a long drink and 
immediately after collapsed. It was impossible to 
get it on its feet again, so it was allowed to 
lie there to recover itself. In the meantime tea 
was made, but A. discovered that his nosebag had 
disappeared, so he retraced his steps up the hill- 
side, and at last discovered it nearly at the top ; 
having recovered it he returned, and after resting 
the horses for another hour a start was made to 
catch up the column. 

Leading their horses, they arrived after some 
time at a camp, it then being nearly dark, but 
found that it was the camp of part of Colonel 
Henry's M.I., and that their own camp was at 
Godwaan, some two or three miles farther on. 

Shortly after starting again A. began to feel 
pains in his stomach and to be quite done up, so 
B. went on to find the camp, and C. went back 
with him to help A., who was brought in in a very 
exhausted condition and taken at once to the 
Field Hospital. The doctor wanted to send him 
back to Belfast, but after some persuasion pro- 
mised to allow him to ride in an ambulance for a 
day. 

Next morning reveille was at a quarter-past two, 
and he was given a cup of milk, and (the ambu- 
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lance being full) the option of waliiing or being 
sent back by train to Belfast. He chose the 
former course, and although the day's march was 
only eight miles it was up hill all the way, and the 
only food he had that day was the milk. 

From Goodwaan the column struck south 
across the Kaap Mountains, climbing up by the 
Devil's Kantor to Kaapsche Hoop, the route taken 
by General Pole-Carew's Brigade a few days 
before. In anticipation of the climb the follow- 
ing appeared in Divisional Orders : 

" To-morrow there is a tremendous climb for 
the wagons to the top of Kaapsche Hoop. 
There are four especially steep places, at each of 
which four companies will remain as a fatigue- 
party to help the wagons with drag-ropes. 

" To lighten the wagons the following special 
orders will be enforced to-morrow : 

"(i) The wooden cases of all biscuit-boxes 

will be thrown away and burnt this evening. 
" (a) The men will carry two blankets each, 
" (3) Half a pound of preserved meat will be 

carried by the men or eaten before they start. 

" It is calculated that this will lake about six 
and a half pounds per man off the wagons; 
thus in a Battalion 1000 strong, 6500 lb. will be 
saved." 

On the arrival of the column at Kaapsche Hoop 
the following order was issued : 
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"The G.O.C. appreciates that it is entirely 
awing to the way the troops pulled their wagons 
up, that the difficulties of the hill were so success- 
fully surmounted to-day. The last column took 
two days to get their wagons up the same hill." 



The column now entered the gold-mining 
district round Barberton, and passing through 
Jamiestown it struck the Barberton branch line 
near Avoca, where were found a number of loco- 
motives, some of which, however, were damaged, 
and it then followed up the railway to Kaarp- 
muiden. 

Camp having been formed one day, the usual 
patrols were sent out by the detachment, and one 
of them discovered a laager, about three miles 
away, at the foot of a mountain called " French 
Bobs," in which appeared to be a number of 
women. On it being carefully reconnoitred, 
it was found to belong to a detachment of the 
Imperial Light Horse which had captured some 
Boer wagons containing a quantity of women's 
clothes, in which the troopers had dressed them- 
selves, taking advantage of the occasion to give 
their own garments a thorough good wash. 

The country, through which the column now 
passed, was very woody and the heat in the day- 
time very trying, so a move was usually made 
about four o'clock in the morning, and the next 
camp formed about eleven. 



MOUNTED INFANTRY 167 

Kaarpmuiden was reached on September 22, 
where were found a quantity of trucks on the 
railway, containing flour, sugar and green cofifee ; 
several of them had, however, been burnt. 

Two leopards were seen devouring the carcase 
of a horse. 

Here the ox-transport of the Ammunition 
Column and Supply Park was left, the contents 
being forwarded by rail. 

Captain Armand, ist Battalion Royal Scots, 
was appointed Commandant of this post, and 
Captain Gregson, attached Gordon Highlanders, 
Railway Staff Officer. 

The march from this place to Hector Spruit was 
without incident, the trekking being done in the 
cool of the morning, the column following the 
track which General Pole-Carew had cut though 
the bush, arriving at Hector Spruit, about twenty 
miles from Komati Poort, on September 24. 

Several field-guns which had been destroyed by 
the Boers and thrown into the river were found 
here. 

At eight o'clock on the morning of September 24, 
General Pole-Carew occupied Komati Poort, a 
few rifle-shots only being fired, and found a large 
amount of rolling stock, many locomotives and 
several trucks of Long Tom ammunition ; the 
bridge across the river was intact, although it had 
been mined. 

There being no water between Hector Spruit 
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and Komati Poort, the column made one march 
of it, starting at four o'clock in the afternoon of 
September 25, resting for a couple of hours about 
midnight, and reaching Komati at six o'clock next 
morning. 

Across the river and on the top of the Lebombo 
Mountains could be seen a Portuguese flag which 
marked the boundary. 

The column had been expecting to have to 
proceed along the Selati Railway to collect rolling 
stock, but it was found that most of it was already at 
Komati ; there being there, according to the estima- 
tion of the authorities, eight miles of rolling stock. 

On the following day, September 26, a wire was 
received from Pretoria that the Regiment was 
ordered home, and that the detachment was to 
return to Pretoria at once. So, having handed 
over their horses, they were entrained by six 
o'clock in the evening of September 27, which 
was the official time for the train to start. How- 
ever, it appeared that there was something wrong 
with the line, and it was given out that a move would 
not be made until half-past five next morning. 

The Grenadier Guards were in the same train. 

When it was certain that no move would be 
made that night. General Smith-Dorrien, who 
was on the platform, very kindly invited the 
officers of the detachment to dine at his quarters.* 

* See Appendix F. Message from Major-General Smith- 
Dorrien to Major-General Mackiimon. 
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A start was actually made at six o'clock in the 
morning, but the engines soon broke down, the 
troops all having to get out and push the train 
up an incline. Hector Spruit (twenty miles from 
Komati) was reached at the end of twelve hours. 

Shortly after leaving the station there was 
another breakdown, the troops again having to 
push, and at about nine o'clock at night the 
engines ran out of water, so uncoupled and went 
on by themselves to Malalene, the next station, 
about eight miles oiT, to refill. 

This took them three hours, and when they got 
back they made another attempt to get the train 
along, but only moved it about six hundred yards, 
and then desisted until daylight (September 29). 
However, after starting again, fair progress was 
made, and they arrived at Kaarpmuiden about 
half-past ten, where they remained the whole day, 
as the line was blocked in front. 

Pretoria was reached on October i, so that the 
detachment arrived just in time to be present at 
the inspection of the Regiment by Lord Roberts 
on the next day. 

The following is a complete list of those who 
took part in these operations : 

Lieutenant Concanon. 

Sergeant Betts (Transport). 

Private Whitehead (Acting- Sergeant-Cook). 

Shoeing-smith Chidgev. 



I70 CITY IMPERIAL VOLUNTEERS 



No. I Section. 

Lieutenant Henderson. 

Sergeant Garrard. Lance-corporal Hopkins. 

Sergeant Gilespie (draft). Lance-corporal Jay. 

Corporal Blumfield. Lance-corporal Martin. 

Corporal Potter. Lance-corporal Phillips. 

Lance-corporal Skeat. 



Beynon. 
Bolton. 
Butt. 

Cheshire, G. 
Fisher, J. 
Hart. 

HiNTON. 

Jacobs. 



Privates. 

Jarvis. 

Knight. 

Mackey. 

Maidment. 

Masters. 

Matthews. 

Orbell. 

Parsons. 



Phillips, C. V. 

Skinner. 

Smith, W. S. 

Smith. 

Staples. 

Trickey. 

Welsh. 

Wheeler. 



No. 2 Section. 

Lieutenant Manisty. 

Sergeant Pugh. Corporal Townshend. 

Sergeant Buckle. Lance-Corporal Crawhall. 



Privates. 



Barnard. 

Baillie-Hamilton. 

Broome. 

Cadelll. 

Churton. 

COLLUM. 

Craik. 
Glynn. 

GOUGH. 

Hollis. 



Jamieson. 

Johnson, T. H. F. 

Lister. 

Melville. 

Milne. 

Moore, S. 

Ross. 

Seaton. 

Chichester. '^ 

Collins. ]^^^' 



CHAPTER VII 

Conclusion — Headquarters and No. i Company at 
Pretoria — August i8 to October 3. 

Lieutenant Concanon and his detachment 
having taken with them, when they started off on 
August 27, almost every horse fit for duty, No. i 
Company found themselves in possession of 
scarcely a dozen really sound animals. Colonel 
Cholmondeley, therefore, applied for remounts so 
that his men might again take the field, as stand- 
ing camps very soon grow monotonous, and to 
some extent even unhealthy ; at any rate, there is 
generally far more sickness in a standing camp 
than during a march. However, these requests, 
although made almost daily, were always refused ; 
at first, on the ground that all the remounts were 
wanted for the Cavalry, and afterwards because it 
became known that Lord Roberts had made up 
his mind to send the Regiment home within a 
short time, and, therefore, it was not worth while 
their refitting and starting off on fresh work. 
This being the case, there was nothing for it but to 
make the best of the situation and settle down to 
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the everyday routine of a camp life, which was 
usually as under : 

6.0 A.M. Reveille. 
6.15 A.M. stables. 

7.0 A.M. Drill under the Sergeant- Major. 
8.0 A.M. Breakfast. 
8.45 A.M. Patrol, alternate days. 
9.0 A.M. Horses sent out to graze under a guard, 
i.o P.M. Dinner. 
1.30 P.M. Patrol returned. 
4.0 P.M. Stables. 
4.30 P.M. Tea. 

5.0 P.M. Parade for (i) Outlying picket; (a) Quarter- 
guard ; (3) Stable-guard. 
9.0 P.M. Lights out. 
Fatigues : Quartermaster's (ration), wood and water. 

Fortunately the town itself was not more than 
three miles distant, and by this time an excellent 
Soldiers' Institute had been organised and set 
going by Miss Brook Hunt, where, in addition 
to being able to see all the latest papers from 
England, it was possible to obtain tea and other 
refreshment at a really moderate cost. This Insti- 
tute was a real boon, and was much appreciated 
by soldiers of every arm of the service, for it was 
started at a time when every store in the town 
had been cleared out, and it was almost impossible 
to get a meal except at one or two establishments, 
and then only at famine prices. Then, too, during 
September the C.I.V. Infantry arrived and went 
into camp on the other side of the town, beyond 
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the racecourse, and several afternoons were spent 
in going over to look up old friends. 

The Mounted Infantry camp was almost under 
the shadow of the East Fort, which was then in 
course of construction, and it was interesting to 
watch the natives at work, under the superintend- 
ence of the Engineers, constructing a road and 
laying water right to the top of the high kopje on 
which the great 6-inch gun, known as " Little 
Mary," had been placed. Towards the end of 
September a Company of the C.I.V. Infantry were 
sent out to relieve the Volunteer Company of the 
Hampshire Regiment, as part of the garrison of 
the Fort, while another company furnished the 
guard at Lord Roberts' house in Pretoria, 

Between the Fort and the camp were some 
Kaffir kraals which must have done a great trade 
in bangles, knobkerries, and other native trophies, 
to judge from the large number of these articles 
which found their way to camp about this time. 
The native drivers were constantly visiting these 
kraals, and on one particular occasion there was 
some little excitement, as one of these gentle- 
men returned to camp very drunk indeed, with 
the result that he received a severe sjamboking, 
while several arrests were made up at the kraals, 
and a large quantity of KafSr beer was confiscated 
and poured aw.iy. 

One great advantage of this camp was that 
it was possible to get a fairly good wash pretty 
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well every day, for just below the camp was a 
small stream with one deep hole, whicli was just 
large enough and deep enough for a plunge and a 
very short swim. 

Every Sunday morning there was a church 
parade, Colonel Cholmondeley officiating, and at 
his request a choir was formed under the leader- 
ship of the energetic Acting-Quartermaster- Sergt. 
For a time this proved fairly successful, but their 
efforts, unfortunately, came to a somewhat un- 
timely end, owing to their attempt to sing a six- 
lined hymn to an eight-lined tune. To show that 
musical talent DTD exist in the Company, a depu- 
tation waited on the Colonel a few days later, 
consisting of members of the 3rd Middlesex 
Volunteer Artillery (Section 3, No. 1 Company), 
and obtained permission to start a fresh choir, on 
condition that they practised the hymns selected 
two or three days beforehand. There were only 
two hymn-books in camp, and these belonged 
to the Colonel and Adjutant, who kindly lent 
them. These practices, which usually began about 
the middle of the week, were both loud and long, 
so much so, that any one passing by at the time 
might almost have mistaken the camp for a Boer 
laager or a Concentration Camp, had the latter 
been established at the time. However, such a high 
standard of efficiency was attained, that towards 
the middle of September a grand concert was 
arranged, the committee appointed to settle the 
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necessary details consisting of Lieutenant and 
Quartermaster Ridler, Colour-Sergeant Vine, 
Sergeant Bradley, Farrier-Sergeant Scott, Corporal 
Cooper (acting Q.M.S), and Lance - Corpora! 
Woodman. 

A piano and some chairs were obtained in the 
town, and a stage made up of two large packing- 
cases borrowed from Bccket's. Among those who 
took part were : 

Captain Bailey, Adjutant to the Infantry 
Battalion, who sang some of his own C.I.V. 
songs, written and composed by himself at odd 
times on the veldt ; also Privates Osmond, R. 
Cheshire, Pursail and Savill, all of the Mounted 
Infantry ; while Corporal Wilson, attired in a kilt 
borrowed from one of the Highland regiments, 
gave a sword-dance, which was much appreciated. 

The audience included, besides the Colonel and 
officers of the Mounted Infantry, General Mac- 
kinnon and a large number of the Infantry 
Battalion, as well as several doctors and nurses 
from the Yeomanry and Langraan's Hospitals, 
which were close by. 

The whole thing passed off wifhout a hitch,and 
all who took part are to be congratulated upon a 
most successful entertainment. 

Unfortunately, during those six weeks, three 
deaths from enteric had to be recorded in the 
Mounted Infantry alone ; one man, Private 
Wellsby, had only just arrived from England, 
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having joined with the rest of the draft at 
Smaldeel in August ; while the other two. Private 
Beardwell, of No. 3 Section, Xo. i Company, and 
Private Say, of the machine-guns, had come 
safely through to within a few weeks of leaving 
for England. 

At last, after constant rumours and reports, 
definite instructions were received to be ready to 
leave for Cape Town, en route for England, in the 
first week of October. Preparations were at once 
proceeded with in getting the saddlery and other 
equipment ready to be returned to the Govern- 
ment Stores; and during the last week of Sep- 
tember an ad\-ance party left for Cape Town to 
assist in loading regimental stores on board ship ; 
while on October i. Lieutenant Concanon and the 
detachment, whose "trek" forms the subject of 
the previous chapter, arrived by train from Komati 
Poort, which they had left on September 28. 

The next morning the whole Regiment assembled 
at the camp of the Infantry Battalion to be 
inspected by Lord Roberts, who, in a farewell 
speech, expressed his great regret that he would 
not be able to return home in time to march 
through London at the head of the Regiment as 
its Hon. Colonel. A party under the Farrier- 
Sergeant handed the horses over to the Remount 
Depot, while all tents, wagons, saddlery and other 
equipment were taken over by the Ordnance 
Store and Army Transport Departments. 



MOUNTED INFANTRY 177 

This done, the Mounted Infantry bivouacked 
close to " Hospital Siding," near their old camp, 
and about midnight entrained in cold-storage 
trucks ready to leave for Cape Town at dawn next 
day. 

There is no need to describe here the journey 
down country, the voyage home, or the celebra- 
tions in London, for all these were shared in 
common with the rest of the Regiment, and have 
been already dealt with by General Mackinnon in 
his book, "The Diary of the C.I.V. " and else- 
where. 



Note. — ^Since going to Press the following pro- 
motions among the officers of the C.I.V, have 
been annoimced : Colonel Boxall, C.B., to be 
K.C.B. ; Lieutenant and Quarter- Master j. Ridler, 
to be Hon. Captain ; also amonfj General Officers 
referred to in this book, Lieutenant-General Kelly- 
Kenny and Major-General Bruce Hamilton each 
to be a K.C.B. 



APPENDIX A 

THE NOMINAL ROLL OF THE C.LV.M.L 

GIVING THE VARIOUS CLASPS AWARDED 
TO EACH MAN WITH HIS MEDAL 

Extract from Army Order 91, April 1901 

* 5. A clasp inscribed Paardeberg will be granted 
to all troops within 7000 yards of General Cronje*s final 
laager between midnight of the 17th and midnight of 
February 26, 1900, and to all troops within 7000 
yards of Koodoe*s Rand Drift between those dates. 

6. A clasp inscribed Driefontein will be granted 
to all troops with Army Headquarters and Lieut. - 
General French's Column — i.e., the left and centrfe 
columns, which advanced from Poplar Grove on 
March 10, 1900. 

8. A clasp inscribed Johannesburg will be granted 
to all troops who on May 29, 1900, were north of an 

* These numbers correspond with the numbers after the 
names in the Nominal Roll. Thus 15-16 indicates " Paarde- 
berg," •* Cape Colony," 
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east and west line through Klip River Station 
(exclusive)^ and east of a north and south line through 
Krugersdorp Station (inclusive). 

9. A clasp inscribed Diamond Hill will be granted 
to all troops who on June 11 or 12 (1900) were east 
of a north and south line drawn through Silverton 
Sidingy and north of an east and west line through 
Vlakfont. 

10. A clasp inscribed Belfast will be granted to 
all troops who on August 26 or 27* 1900, were east of 
a north and south line drawn through Wonderfon- 
tein .... and west of a north and south line through 
Dalmanutha Station^ and north of an east and west 
line through Dalmanutha Station. 

11. A clasp inscribed VHtteberg^eil will be granted 
to all troops who w^ere inside a line drawn from 
Harrismith to Bethlehem, thence to Senekal and 
Clocolan along the Basuto border and back to Harri- 
smith between July i and 29, 190O9 both dates 
inclusive. 

16. A clasp inscribed Cape Colony will be granted 
to all troops in Cape Colony at any time between 
October 11, 1900, and July 15, 1901, who receive no 
clasp for an action already specified in the Cape 
Colony nor the Natal Clasp. 

17. A clasp inscribed Orange Free State will be 

granted to all troops in Orange River Colony at any 
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time between February 28, 1900, and July 15, 1900, 
who receive no clasp which has been already specified 
for an action in the Orange River Colony. 

18. A clasp inscribed Transvaal will be granted 
to all troops in the Transvaal at any time between 
May 24, 1900, and July 15, 1901, who receive no clasp 
(or an action in the Transvaal which has been already 

specified. 

OFFICERS. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding. 

Lieut. -Co lone I H. C. Cholmondeley, C.B., 

5-6-8-9-11—16. Mentioned in Despatches. 

Granted a " C.B," 

Adjtitant, 

Captain E. Bf-LL (Worcester Regt.), 5-6-8-9-1 1 -16. 

Mentioned in Despatches. Granted Brevet 

rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, 



Medical Officer. 
Surgeon-Captain E. St. V. Rvan, 5-6-8-9-11- 

Veterinary Officer. 
Veterinary-Lieutenant \V. S. Mulvey, 5-6-8-9-1 



Quarlermasier. 

Lieutenant and Ouartermaster J, Ridler, A.S.C, 

5-6-8-9-11-16. 
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Machine-gun Section. 

Lieutenant E. V. Wellby, 8-9-1 i-i6. 
Mentioned in Despatches. 

No, I Company. 

Captain J. W. Reid^ R.A., 5-6-8-16. 
Now Colonel-Commanding 3rd Mdx. Vol. Art. 

Lieutenant B. Moeller, 5-6-8-9-H-16. 

Mentioned in Despatches^ afterwards in Mdx. Regt. 

Died of wounds 31 Dec. 1901. 

Lieutenant G. Berry, 5-6-8-16. 

Lieutenant W. H. Brailey, 5-6-16. Invalided home. 

Lieutenant C. H. W. Wilson, 8-9-16-17. 
Mentioned in Despatches. Granted D.S.O. 

Lieutenant B. C. Townshend, 5-6-8-9-10-11-16. 

Vide Rank and File. 

No. 2 Company. 

Captain J. F. Waterlow, 5-6-8-9- ii-i 6. 
Mentioned in Despatches. Granted D.S.O. 

Lieutenant E. A. Manisty, 5-6-8-9-10-11-16. 
Mentioned in Depatches. 

Lieutenant D. G. Concanon, 5-6-8-9-1 o-ii-i 6. 
Mentioned in Despatches. Granted D.S.O. 

Lieutenant A. H. Henderson, 8-9-10-11-16. 

Lieutenant D. G. Baillie, 16-17-18. 
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Pay-Sergt. No. i Co. 
Wounded at Jacobs- 
dal. Rejoined Karree. 
Granted D.C.M. 

Invalided home 31-8-OO 

Attached No. 2 Co. 11-4-00. 
Invalided home 11-6-00 
Invalided home 25-4-00 

Promoted Col.-Scrgt. vice 
Vine, transferred. Men- 
tioned in Despatches. 
Granted D.C.M. 

Now Capt. I.Y. 

Promoted Sergt. vice Brad- 
ley, promoted 
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Rouse, A. W. 

Smith, A. G. 
Loder, A. S. 
Alder, E. J. 

Potter, C. W. 
Prentice, S. 
Bradley, S. G. L. 

O'Connell 
Connew, C. 


" 


Sergt. -Major 

Col.-Sergt. 
Q.-M. -Sergt. 
Farrier-Sergt. 

O.-R.-Sergt. 

Sergt.-Cook 
Col.-Sergt. 

Sergt. 
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east and west line through Klip River Station 
(exclusive), and east of a north and south line through 
Krugersdorp Station (inclusive). 

9. A clasp inscribed Diamond Hill will be granted 
to all troops who on June 11 or 12 (1900) were east 
of a north and south line drawn through Silverton 
Siding, and north of an east and west line through 
Vlakfont. 

10. A clasp inscribed Belfast will be granted to 
all troops who on August 26 or 27, 1900, were east of 
a north and south line drawn through Wonderfon- 
tein .... and west of a north and south line through 
Dalmanutha Station, and north of an east and west 
line through Dalmanutha Station. 

11. A clasp inscribed Wittebergen will be granted 
to all troops who were inside a line drawn from 
Harrismith to Bethlehem, thence to Senekal and 
Clocolan along the Basuto border and back to Harri- 
smith between July i and 29, 1900, both dates 
inclusive. 

16. A clasp inscribed Cape Colony will be granted 
to all troops in Cape Colony at any time between 
October 11, 1900, and July 15, 1901, who receive no 
clasp for an action already specified in the Cape 
Colony nor the Natal Clasp. 

17. A clasp inscribed Orange Free State will be 

granted to all troops in Orange River Colony at any 
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time between February 28, 1900, and July 15, 1900, 
who receive no clasp which has been already specified 
for an action in the Orange River Colony. 

18. A clasp inscribed TranSvaal will be granted 
to all troops in the Transvaal at any time between 
May 24, 1900, and July 15, 1901, who receive no clasp 
for an action in the Transvaal which has been already 
specified. 

OFFICERS. 

Lieutenayit-Colonel Commanding. 

Lieut. -Colonel H. C. Cholmondelev, C,B., 

5-6-8-9-1 1 -1 6. Mentioned in Despatches. 

Granted a " C.B." 

Adjutant. 

Captain E. Bell (Worcester Regt.), 5-6-8-9-1 i-i 6. 

Mentioned in Despatches. Granted Brevet 

rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
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S.A.C. 

Lieut. I.Y. 
Invalided home 

Served temporarily with Brabant's Colonial 

Missing at Klip River. Rejoined 
Now in S. A. 
I.M.R. S.A. 

Transferred from C.I.V. Bait. Since in 

Rand Rifles 
Now in Natal Mounted Police 
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Dra wbri dge,T>A. 
Dufhtt, T. B. 
Duncan, J. L. 
Duncombe, G. 
Dyer, E. A. 
Franklin, P. C. 
Fielding, H. B. 
Freeman, H. E. 
French, J. G. 

Gaskill, G. 
Gate, W. P. 
Gedge, F. G. P. 
Genders, P. R. 
Glenny, T. A. 

Godwin,R.W.G. 
Goldsmith, F.H. 
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sd. 


Invalided home 

Taken prisoner and released i-8-oo 
Died at Bloemfontein, Enteric, 17-4-00 
Taken prisoner and released i-fl-00 

Missing at Karree. Invalided home. 
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Landsberger, H. 
Lane, H. W. 
Lewis, C. 
Lewis, D. M. 
Long, E. I. 
Long, F. I. 
Lukev, H. 
Maclaine, G. 
Marks, H. 
Marsli, L. A. 
Martin, A. J. 
Mayes, C. T. 
Miller, J. A. 
Mitchell, A. R. 
Moeller, A. H. 
Moore, C. 
Moore, S. 
Morgan, C. V. 


z 


fspiJIfffHisis.iS 



MOUNTED INFANTRY 191 



1 



S 

.2 • "o I 









If '*|c32«ii i< ^ t ^ >->* 

|o |<S^||^^ ^1 I I .S II 

ZQ ^ J^ ►S q:3 £ S J ZZ 

\0 H so vO 

vooo'S'S*^ T '^vo'^'S t^Hoo'S T.ovo'S t^T 

°f H J,^ H op i, i,^^ I ^ H I M^COOpWj MCp 



10 I ^ v^ 












TfrOHnvO Oh r»r^TfiONOOGOrO'rt-r»i>, rooo r>i 

t^ H M rooo M N 1000 H ONroroQsN ONt^M i>,m h h 

HHHH H M HMM 



192 



CITY IMPERIAL VOLUNTEERS 



f 

>• 

< 

Oh 
O 

u 



o 
2 










H 


1 

CO 


















8s 


u^ 


















H 




















1 


■ 

0) 


















z. 































• 











d 










•«-» 








4-» 










•*-» 








h 


rt 










(4 




(0 




-S 


a 










cq 




< 






5 











• 
> 




S 




CO 













• 








TJ 

^ 


• rt 


>> 






• 











Ui' 


^ 







a> 


^ 

»£ 









^^ 




V 






1 


a 


a 






• 




CO 






^ 




**^ 

-d 









>* 

• 

• 


(L> 


CO 

T3 

a. 


CO 

• 






CO 








3 








■ 

< 




1 
















NO 


VO 








< 











H 


H 




CO 


NO 


H 


H 




00 

H 
M 

i 


NO 

H 


« ^ • NO 


VO 
sovovo V 


a« 


H 


1 


2 "^ 




1 ' 


^0 ^ ^ 


T 1 


H M M ^ VO 


CO 




1 
10 








to 


si ^ 


















10 


10 






dson, 

A. F. 
IS, D. G. 


• 
• • 

(0 CO 




• 

2 

CO -C 




, W. A. 

be, W. B. 




Z 







4^ •«-» 






•4-» 




a. 






-D-D-D 




-D 


(0 


6 g-S 3 8 S 2 
<i)^ c ^ ^ 43 

(/) CO (/) (/) C/3 CO CO 


















13 >, 




« 


p:;ct^p:; 




Ci^ Ci^ p:; q^ Ci^ 


• 


« 


CO N o^ 




H 


H 


v>v>o 


OMO ION tN.ro to 

NO OS Tf t^vo tnvo 





Tf 


00 


OS Tt- 




t^t^O t^H 


Z 


M 


lOVO Tf 




VO 


rot^rot^ O^N 


CO H CO ro CO 


^-4 


H 




M 






H 


H 




H H M M M 



MOUNTED INFANTRY 



193 



& 



e 

> 



O 

CO 

< 



S 

13 



I 

CA 

c 






o 

o 



o 

••20 

c/5_2-o 



.5 C^ *« 



0*0^ 

2:h4 






o 

2; 



? 

I 

H 

a> 

B 
o 

a> 



> 



















^ 


B 








< 











C/D-O 


















^ 


a 











> 








:2; 


c 








vOO 






NOVO 


M H 


\ 





H 
1 


M 
1 


00 OS 


M 


H 
1 



VO 

H 
I 



I 
00 

t 



VO 

VO H 

VO H T 
w I OS 






so 

M 

I 



VO 

H 

I 



^ 5 



I 

00 

A, 



VO 



kl VO VO ^^ 

2 H H \ovo°2 






r I «o^,Uvo lo I r ^ 



G 



3 
CD 



b c4 ci O O Ji r£i Ji TTi T7i .ti o o 



c ^ 5: 

0*2 Si 



b tec 



a c4 ci o;^,!::^:!:;:;?.;? o o u ^ 



i>i tNi H CO o so o^oo o o r>.osooo o^^hoo 

\0 V> H M O CO >A lOvO -^ ■^ ■^ W\0 O O M\0 

N toforo t^OvHOspOHrowHir>r>.rotNiH 

H H H H H H M 



CI 



N 



z-u, CTTT :M^E3ZAL TIL33ST 



S 3 






« z 







• 




o 


o 


, 


- 


" C 


s - 


^ 


7 J^ 


^ 


^ 


"" 


^ 


OB 


** f 


• ■ 


^ 


ft 


:*z 


o 


""2 

00 




* 


* 












'^ 


^ 






w 






^* 


• 


• 


s 


»^^ 


^^ a 


. imm 




a 


z 


^f 


^^ 


— -• 


^ 


c^ 




■^ ^ 


"§ 3 


£-f 




'^'3 




-S 


:-i: 


£n 


C 


3 O 






a 












^ 


«■ 








a a 


• iw 


sf 






< 


■ ■ 


?« 

i i 


1 "T 






*-<» 


xx 


X :. 


• tf 






^^ 


1 1 




"ST W 


^ 


^ ^ 




• • 


"IT *• 






•■ *■ 




;j'j 


» > •■^ 








m 


3C S* 


v^ C 


t^ — 


o 


*^ V^ 


^ 


r^O 


-r C* 


^p^ 




mA C^ 


z 




1^ 


'^ 


^2 


•o? 



MOUNTED INFANTRY 195 



gS •gJJ S-o 2 

ilr 111 ""ilfi 



CO 


CO 




V 







pJCpJC 












4i« 


** 




espa 
espa 


1 


QQ 


c« 


c 


d 


03 


••^ 


•Vi« 


^iM 


•o-o 




0) 


0) 


c 


c 


c 











s 


• iH 


• •H 


41^ 


<»-» 


• vM 


c 


c 


biD 


a> 


V 


OJ 


ss« 



vO vO ^ , I t 1^ 



A ^ ^vo V Vt^Ti i =! ^T 



*^ ^M 1, i.HHM 









£? 
o 



a. 

O 



c/5 ^ S? ^ 

fj o . •» ^ ^ ^ •» ^ ^j 



ON 


in 


«n 


»ni- 


00 


>n 


rfvO 


W 


t>* 


M 


rs. 


M 


^ 


00 


in 


CO 


t>^00 


g^ 


vO 


On -^ 


M 


00 


t^ 


M 


00 


M 




^ 


r« 


eo 


-^ 


tN.N 


W 




Tf 


r« 


H 


-^ 










H 


H 


H 










H 


M 



196 CITY IMPERIAL VOLUNTEERS 






< 

PL. 

o 

u 



H 



I i 



CO 

O 

o 

CO 

CO 

O 





.<?'8 






c 


Oi-I 







52Jd 




H'-^ 


•rt'-^ 


CO 

•< 
S 


to No. 
Since 
wounded 
0-00 


L. Attache 
-00. Now 


D:^ 




*^. t 




• 1 






^6 


1 


«"-< 


S^ 




<! en 


NJ 




^ 




CO 

PL. 
CO 

•< 




IN. 

M. 

Tsi 

H W 





H 1 

00 




lA 






w > 






. »^ 




«5f 




• 
9« 


< 


s >> 


s? 


z 


CO tJJQ 


•«4 






1 




PQ 


Q 




JS 






4-» 






• W4 






s 




Ui 


CD 




< 




M 
CO 


» 
.« 


• 


00 


NO 





NO 00 


M 


Z 


H 


00 



MOUNTED INFANTRY 



1 



Z 

< 
a, 
S 
o 
u 



1 


2nd Lieut. Seaforth Highlanders 

Adjt.'s servant from Worcester Regt. 
Invalided home 23-6-00 

Invalided home 13-6-00 

Died Heiihron, Pneumonia, 28-5-00 

Invalided home 11-6-00 
S.A.C. 30-9-00 

Prisoner Osfontein 4-3-00. Released 

6-6-00 
2nd Lieut. Lincoln Regt. 
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BaiiJie- Hamil- 
ton, A. R. 
Barnard, L. W. 
Baxter, A. 
Beli, T. J. 
Bi:nwell, E. G. 
Bevnon, T. J. 
BiJdell.R.E.W. 
Biller, C. W. 
Blott, J. R. 
Bolton, T. 
Booth, A. E. 
Boawell, J. D. 
Broome, G. 
Burton, G. 

Butt, G. K. 
Caddell, T. 
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Lieut. Royal Scots 
Invalitled home ,6-7-00 

Invalided home 5-7-00 
Invalided home ,6-j-oo 

Now in l.Y. 

Died Karree, Enteric, 15-5-00 
Invalided home 5-7-00 
Invalided liome 8-6^JO 
Invalided home. Now in S.A.C. 
Now in C.M.K. 
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Elliott, F. P. 
Elliott, J. A. G. 
Fenn, G. 
Fisher, G. E. 
Fisher, T. 
Flanagan, W. J. 
Fletcher, J. D. 
Freeman, H. E. 
Friend, E. W. 
Garbutt, A. W. 
Gimson, S. G. 
Glynn, E. F. 
Goufih, A. W. 
Green, D. A. 
Guest, H. 
Halford, G. E. 
Halford, ). M. 
Hammond,J.W. 
Hanlon, M. 
Harding, T. 
Hart, W. P. C. 
Hiuton, W. N. 
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APPENDIX B 

The following table shows the various volunteer corps 
which contributed contingents to the C.I. V.M.I. : 

OFFICERS 

LieutenanUColonel Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cholmondeley, 
Commanding ist London R.V. (L.R.B.) 

Adjutant. 
Captain E. Bell, Worcester Regiment 

Medical Officer. 

Surgeon-Captain E. St. V. Ryan, 
i6 Mdlx. (London Irish) 

Veterinary Officer. 
Veterinary-Lieutenant W. S. Mulvey. 

Quartermaster, 

Lieutenant and Quartermaster Ridler, 
Riding Master A.S.C. 



\ 
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Machine Guns* 
Lieutenant E. V. Wellby, ist Tower Hamlets V.R.C. 

No. I Company. 
Captain J. W. Reid, R.A., 3rd Mdlx. Vol. Art. 

Lieutenant B. Moeller, Honourable Artillery Co. 

Lieutenant G. Berry, 
13th Mdlx. (Queen's Westminsters). 

Lieutenant W. H. Brailey, 
3rd V.B. Royal West Surrey. 

Lieutenant C. H. W. Wilson, 2nd V.B. East Yorks. 

No. 2 Company. 

Captain J. F. Waterlow, 
2nd V.B. Royal West Surrey. 

Lieutenant E. A. Manisty, 14th Mdlx. (Inns of Court). 

Lieutenant E. G. Concanon, 
1 6th Mdlx. (London Irish). 

Lieutenant A. H. Henderson, 21st Mdlx. (Finsbury). 

Lieutenant D. G. Baillie, 
Queen's (Edinburgh) V.B. Royal Scots. 

N.C.O.s and Men. 

Honourable Artillery Company. 

2nd Kent V.A. 

ist City of London V.A. 

2nd Middlesex V.A. 

3rd Middlesex V.A. 

ist London R.E. 
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ist Middlesex R.E. 

ist V.B. Royal Fusiliers. 

3rd V.B. Royal Fusiliers. 

2nd V.B. Royal West Surrey. 

4th V.B. Royal West Surrey. 

ist Surrey Rifles. 

4th V.B. East Surrey. 

2nd V.B. Essex. 

3rd V.B. Essex. 

4th V.B. Essex. 

1st London R.V. (L.R.B.). 

2nd London R.V. 

3rd London R.V. 

ist V.B. Middlesex (D.C.O.). 

2nd V.B. Middlesex. 

1st Middlesex (Victoria and St. George's). 

2nd Middlesex (South). 

5th Middlesex (West Middlesex). 

7th Middlesex (London Scottish). 

1 2th Middlesex (Civil Service). 

13th Middlesex (Queen's Westminsters). 

14th Middlesex (Inns of Court). 

15th Middlesex (Custom and Docks). 

i6th Middlesex (London Irish). 

17th Middlesex (North London). 

19th Middlesex (Bloomsbury). 

20th Middlesex (Artists). 

2 ist Middlesex (Finsbury). 

22nd Middlesex (Central London Rangers). 

1st Tower Hamlets. 

The Queen's (Edinburgh) V.B. Royal Scots. 

ist V.B. Royal Berkshire Regiment. 

o 



APPENDIX C 



THE HORSES AND MULES 



It !s not intended to enter, here, into any detailed 
criticism, either of the horses, mules, or equipment, 
used by the army in South Africa, for such a course 
would be quite out of place in any little book of this 
sort. It is only proposed to set out some of the 
experiences of those who had charge of the animals 
belonging to the C.I. V.M.I, with a few observations 
on some of the different kinds of disease and injury 
th^t had to be contended with. 

First as to the horses. These may be divided into : 

1. Country Bred. 

(ft) Cape Colony ponies, 
(b) Basuto ponies. 

2, Imported Animals. 

(fl) South American or Argentine. There w'ere also 
one or two English horses. 

I. CoiiNTBV Bred. 

(ft) Cape Ponies. — Nearly all the ponies purchased 

for the C.I.V.M.I. by Mr. Abe Bailey, of Johannesburg, 

belonged to this class. They proved, perhaps, the 

most useful of all ; being very hardy and able to work 
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and )ive on ver^i much less than any imported animals. 
Further, they were used to the climate, and could 
stand the cold nights of the South African winter 
which helped to kill a good many of the South 
American horses, and, what was perhaps most impor- 
tant of all, they always managed to find some sort of 
a meal on the veldt. Their great drawback was 
their size ; on an average they ran about 14 hands, 
and were really too small to cany the great quantity 
of kit that was put upon them. 

(6) The liasuto. — Also a very useful stamp of pony 
—somewhat smaller than the Cape breed, many of 
them only scaling 13 hands. Although, perhaps, 
they were up to more weight than the last named, 
they were not equal to carrying all the kit of a 
Mounted Infantry soldier on active service. 

2, Imported Animals. 

(a) Argentines. 

These form an ideal stamp of M.I, cob if only they 
could have stood the work, but, unfortunately, they 
did not. It has been said, and said truly, that they 
were not given a fair chance, for in most cases they 
were taken straight off the boat after a voyage of four 
weeks, packed into trucks and sent up country to the 
most advanced remount depots, to be immediately 
issued to units and put into hard work. 

In the opinion of men who really know the various 
breeds of South American horses, no better class of 
remounts could have been found provided they had 
been given time to become acclimatised and to get 
into good hard condition. 
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The great complaint against them was that they 
had no spirit, that they so soon gave up, and that 
once down nothing would induce them to go on again. 
This was, no doubt, very often the case, but it was 
generally due to want of condition and to the fact 
that a large number of them would not eat oats and 
could not obtain suSicicnt food from other sources. 

As to the mules, they were one and all real good 
slaves, living on next to nothing, and working' all 
day and every day with very seldom anything the 
matter with them. There were several kinds, but 
one and all were excellent, the small Cape mule being, 
perhaps, the best. 

Injuries. — Undoubtedly the most common were 
those caused by the saddle, and known, generally, as 
"Sore backs." 

These injuries varied from a small abrasion to an 
abscess the size of a large orange. 

The chief causes were : 

I. Ill-fitting saddles. Nearly all the saddles sup- 
plied were too large for the Cape and Basato ponies, 
having been purchased in London, but for want of 
saddlers and time it was impossible to refit them. 

3. Saddles Improperly placed on the back. 

3. Faulty adjustment of kit - nummahs and 
blankets. 

Both these arc very liable to happen when saddling 
up in the dark. 

4. Waste of muscular tissue, thereby allowing the 
saddle to come right down on the back. 

5. Excessive weight of the mounted soldier's kit. 

6. Rifle-buckets. 
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With regard to the question of excessive weight 




the {ollowing figures may be of interest, as showing 




what a Mounted Infantry cob, with a man on it 




back, is expected to carry on active service : 
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Rifle complete . . 


Saddle, bridle, 








Bandolier and loo 






breast - plate, 










rounds o£ ammu- 
nition 


7 


i.i 


Wallets— packed . 


30 

9 


13! 






Boots 






Nose-bag — 6 lb. 










Water-botlle-fuU . 


3 






7 








Breeches .... 






Great-coat . . . 


6 


Si 






Frock 






Blanket . . . . 


6 








Haversack with 






Picketing gear . . 


6 








rations .... 






Shoe-case — com- 










Bayonet .... 




43 


plete . . , . 




3 






Waist-belt and frog 
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Forage net . . . 










Flannel shirt . . . 




3i 


Rifle-bucket . . . 










Drawers .... 
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Waterproof sheet . 










Spurs 




15 


Mess-tm and strap 




8! 






Pulties 






Surcingle pad . . 




13 






Flannel belt . . . 
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Hoof pick , , , 
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Clasp knife and lan- 






















yard 
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76 
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Field cap ... - 
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Braces 




4i 


Tulals 










Socks 




4i 


Rider at lo stone . 


140 








Field dressing . , 






Carried on horse . 


76 


5i 












Carried on rider . 


39 


H 






Total .... 


39 
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Total 
((.(., just iS stone) 


255 
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This is allowing the average weight of the mounte 


man to be only 10 stone. To judge from their siz 




theC.I.V.M.I. must have averaged a good deal mor 




Further, this takes no account of e.vtras gathered b 
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the way ; as, for instance, half a door or a gate-po 
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for firewoodt three or four pots br pans, and very 
likely a duck or a chicken. 

Rifle-buakets, too, are a very fruitful source of sore 
backs, (or directly the man gets at all tired he puts 
his rifle into the bucket and then leans all his weight 
on it, thus producing a constant drag across the saddle 
from the right rear to the left front, and causing the 
near side of the front arch to press unduly on the 
withers. The mischief done is much worse if the 
horse happens to be tretting. One section discon- 
tinued the use of the rlfie-bucket with the result that 
they had far fewer horses disabled with sore backs. 

Alter sore backs, exhaustion played the greatest 
havoc both with mules and horses. This simply 
meant that the animals were done up, and if it had 
been possible to give them rest a very large number 
would have recovered and after a while been fit to 
take the field again. As it was, unless the detach- 
ment was near a town where there was a Vet. Field 
Hospital, there was nothing to be done but to shoot 
them. 

Mu co-enteritis carried off several horses. It was 
believed to have been caused by the polluted water at 
Paardeberg, for most of the cases occurred between 
that place and Karree, while at Bloemfontein and 
Karree there were a few cases of tulp or tulip 
poisoning. 

With the exception of (ever in the feet (laminitis), 
which was more noticeable in the Argentines than in 
the country-bred ponies, and glanders, which iK-oke out 
among No. i Company's horses at Kroonstad, but 
which, fortunately, did not spread very far, the other 
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ills and injuries were for the most part of an ordinary 
everyday type, and are therefore not worth detailing, 
the most common being those forms of skin diseases 
which own their origin to a want of proper grooming 
and which, from the friction caused by the saddle or 
blanket, very frequently produce sore backs. 

From the following return, which was furnished by 
the C.I.V.M.J. on their departure from Africa in 
October 1900, it will be seen that the average horses 
per man works out at rather under two for the eight 
months that they were actually trekking about the 
country {Feb. to Sept. inclusive). This, it is believed, 
will be found less than several other regiments of 
M.I. or Cavalry, some of which had had as many as 
six up to that time. 

The other table shows the casualties among the 
horses of No. I Company while they were away from 
the rest of the detachment. Unfortunately copies 
were not preserved of the casualties in No. 1 Com- 
pany before the books were sent in to the Army 
Veterinary Department at Cape Town. 
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C.I.V.M.I. 

A Return of the Horses of the above Corps furnished in 
accordance with Army Order S.A. No. i of Sept. 1900. 



No. of animals (all pri-' 
vate) in possession 
of C.I.V. M.I. at 
the l>eginning of 
period Feb. i 1900. ^ 



Received from RemoUnt 
Depots 



360 



Bloemfontein 63 






20 
24 



Karree . . . 
Reitz .... 
Pretoria . . . 
Kroonstadt . . 
(for Col. Hick- 
man's force) 

Total. 




Died or destroyed 

Lost 

Returned to Depdts 
Transferred to units 
Left with inhabitants 



Returned to Remount 
Dep6ts 



Komati Poort 
Pretoria 



.64 
• 32 



Of those returned to 
R.M. Depdts about S 
were original C.I.V. 
ponies, the rest were 
Army Remounts, Argen- 
tine and Colonial. 

Total 



345 

56 

123 



96 



620 



Casualties among the horses of No. i Company 
during the period they were detached from Head- 
quarters and No. 2 Company, i.e., April 22 to 
August 18, 1900: 

ist Period . . April 22 . . June 21 

2nd M • . July I • . August 18 — Hickman's Column. 



Bloemfontein : — 



Remounts drawn 

Argentines 60 
English 2 
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Kroonstadt : 



217 



Argentines ioo--for Hickman's Column 
Colonial 10 

Total 172 
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APPENDIX D 

A BOER ACCOUNT OF CRONjfe'S LOSSES 

AT PAARDEBERG 

Note. — ^These remarkable figures were given to one 
of the Editors by a farmer near Silverton (Pre- 
toria), who stated that they had been furnished, 
originally, by the French Consul (Attache?) 
with the Boers at Paardeberg. 

The Editors, in setting them out here, do not 
claim that they are, in any way, official, although 
it was understood that at the time of General 
Cronje's surrender they were accepted as official 
at Pretoria. It is possible, however, that they 
were meant to include all losses su&red by 
Cronje's force from the time he took the field 
until his surrender, and that they did not refer to 
Paardeberg alone. 



Killed • • • . . 




2l(Yt, 


Prisoners : 


• # 




Unwounded . 


. 3820 




Wounded 


. 1185 




Since dead • • 


. 57 


5062 



7234 
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Guns lost :— 

Long Toms . . . . s 

Maxims 6 

Maxim-Nordenfelts 4 

Armstrongs . . 3 

— 15 

Wagons destroyed 175 

„ taken 152 



3*7 



Tents, large 200 

„ small 300 

Ammunition rounds .... 3800 

Mauser riBes 9000 

Oxen 3800 

Sets of harness .... 400 



Soo 



APPENDIX E 

THE BLACK WATCH AT MAGERS- 

FONTEIN. 

Some lines, evidently written by a private soldier 
at the time, and picked up afterwards in the trenches 
at that place by Colour-Sergeant McDonell,C.LV.M.I. 

Verse /. 

" Tell you the tale of the battle ? 

Well, there ain*t so much to tell : 
Nine hundred went to the slaughter , 

And near four hundred fell. 
Men nigh dead with thirst and hunger, 

There, under the burning sun, 
. . . knocked us down by the hundred 

Ere the long day was done. 
Wet was the night, cold and dreary. 

Chilled were the men to the bone, 
Bivouacked there in the open. 

Thinking, perhaps, of their home. 
(At) midnight they came and roused us, 

Falling us in in the dark. 
Officers whispered their orders 

Never a light or a spark. 
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Onward we went till the morning 
Under the grey sky so drear. 



Away to the left of the kopje 

We noticed a light burning bright, 

And just as the column had halted 
It suddenly vanished from sight. 

Verse II. 

'* Then, ere we knew what had happened. 

Two shots on our left rang out 
To the Boers in their trenches gave signs, 

And rifle-balls answered our shout. 
Some one shouted * Charge ' and we started. 

Roused up and rushed out in their fire, 
Meaning to give them the bayonet 

But checked and stopped by the wire. 
(Bullets ne'er approached us. 

Trenches nor boulder-strewn hills 
Brought us nonplussed standing still). 

* Over the wire, men, or through it. 
Drive the charge home to the hilt.' 

Vain was the struggling and climbing. 
Barbs stuck deep into the kilts. 

Strong grew the light of the morning. 
Hotter the lead on us rained ; 

Still we remained there before them. 
Holding the ground we had gained. 

^^ ^^ 5|^ 3H 5K 
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Noihing could liv« in thai fira. 

* Off to the right, men, onlflxak them. 

Forward, lie down, men. Retire.' 



Verse III. 
" We looked back and we cursed them, 

Took home the truth with a groan. 
The rest of (the) Brigades are returning. 

Now we must stick it alone. 
'Form a line there, men, we'll hold them.' 

Moc Harling's tall form stood erect. 
Volley and volley we gave them 

Till their fierce fire we checked. 
Then the adjutants rallied 
Remnants of different Brigades, 
Some of the Black Watch and Argylls 
Some of the gallant Seafortha 
All the long day in position 

Watching our own shells burst. 
Lying with dead men and wounded, 

Lips swollen black with the thirst. 
Not eighty yards from the trenches 

Gallant General Waucbope lay dead : 
Our Colonel, too, killed, lay with him. 

Their lives by Boer bullets sped. 



(The remainder of the lines are so indistinct that it 
is impossible to set them out here and at the same 
time render the story at all intelligible.) 



APPENDIX F 

MAJOR-GENERAL SMITH-DORRIEN TO 
COLONEL (NOW MAJOR-GENERAL) 

MACKINNON 

'^ I HEAR the C.LV.s are about to return home, and 
it is a matter of sincere regret to me that I shall 
not see you all before you go. All good luck to your- 
self, Albemarle, Cholmondeley, and the whole of 
your gallant corps, and may we meet in England. 
No regiment in the Army of South Africa has done 
more splendid work ; and I have not only much 
appreciated the honour of having them under my 
command, but I have been given a pleasure which I 
shall never forget. Up to the last some of the corps 
have been with me, and to-day Concanon, ^anisty, 
Henderson, and fifty-six non-commissioned officers 
and men of the C.LV. start from here to join you. 
This little band of Mounted Infantry have done, to 
my mind, the finest mounted infantry work I have 
seen in this campaign. For three days they were our 
only mounted troops, the Boers disputing position 
after position with rifles and guns, but such was the 
dash and skill with which Concanon worked his men 
that our advance was not even delayed. Good-bye, 
and all the good luck they deserve, to the C.I.V.s." 



NOTES TO ACCOMPANYING MAP 

1. Headquarters and six sections left Enslin 
(February 13) and marched to Karree Kloof by way 
of Jacobsdal, Paardeberg, Osfontein, and Bloemfontein* 
(Chapter ii.) 

2. The remaining two sections and the machine- 
guns left De Aar (March 7), marched to Prieska (forty 
miles), returned to De Aar, entrained to Nervals 
Pont, where they were joined by Captain Reid and 
his party, who had left Osfontein for Kimberley 
(March 5), and had come down to Norvals Pont by 
train. The whole of this detachment then marched 
to Bloemfontein and Karree by the side of the rail- 
way. (Chapter ii.) 

3. No. I Company mobilised at Karree Kloof 
(April 22) and marched to Pretoria along the rail- 
way, through Brandfort, Kroonstad, Viljoen's Drifts 
and Johannesburg. (Chapter iv.) 

4. Details of No. i Company entrained at Pre- 
toria (June 22) and started from Kroonstad (July 2) 
as part of Colonel Hickman's Column. Marched to 

p 
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Ventersburg, returned again to Kioonstad, prcxxeded 
1:^ train to Pretoria, arriving there July lo, and from 
that date till rejoining Headquarters on August i8 took 
part in %'3rious short " treks " in that neighbourhood. 
<Ch»pto- iv.) 



5. No. X Company nrith Headquarters mobilised St 
Bloemfontein (April 33). The former then mardied 
out to Thaba N'chu, Houtnek, Winburg, Kroonstad, 
Lindley, Heilbron, crossed the railwa.y at Vrede- 
fort Road, and the Vaal to the left of Viljoen's Drift. 
Between the Vaal and Johannesburg they joined 
Headquarters, who had come up from BIoemfonteiQ 
with the 2ist Brigade, and the whole then marched 
to Pretoria by way of Florida. (Chapter iii.) 



From Pretoria Headquarters and No. 2 Company 
went out to Diamond Hill and returned by way of 
Elands River Station. (Chapter iil.) 

6. After Diamond Hill Headquarters, No. 2 Com- 
pany, and a part of No. I Company left Pretoria 
(June 19) and marched south lo Springs, Heidelburg, 
Villieradorp, Frankfort, Reitz, and Bethlehem. From 
Bethlehem to the Basutoland Border (Brand Water 
Basin), where they took part in the capture of 
General Prinsloo's force, and then back to Beth- 
lehem, Senekal, Winburg, and Smalldeel Junction, 
where they met the draft and entrained for Pretoria. 
(Chapter V.) 
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7. On August 27 a small detachment left Pretoria 
for Belfast, and from there went on to Dulstoum, 
Lydenburg, Helvetia, Waterval Onder, Nooitgedacht, 
Avoca, Kaapmuiden, and Komati Poort, returning by 
train to Pretoria at the end of September (Chapter 
vi.) 
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